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OF 

THE EARLY AGES. 



OLOF AND BRTNHILDA 

COTiTUXVEn. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Sev£bal circumstances tended to reconcile Hornbog Jarl 
to the death of his partner, although he derived so handsome 
a profit from the great reputation acquired by the Wolfgang 
swords. In the first place he had a considerable store of 
those weapons, of which he immediately determined to 
advance the price ; secondly, he had possessed himself with- 
out much ceremony of all the dwarfs other leavings, aa well 
as of the silver found upon his person at the time of his 
death; and thirdly, as he had always stood in profound 
awe of him, under the impression of his being a secret 
wizard, he was by no means sorry to be relieved firom a mys- 
terious iomate whose superiority he felt and feared, although 
the burly smith would scarcely acknowledge his weakness 
even to himself. Too proud of Brynhilda not to love her, 
he was anxious to gratify her wishes where it could be done 
without compromising their common welfare : he preferred 
Olof to any other suitor who had hitherto presented himself ; 
he had a special regard for the herd of cattle, which fitiU 
remained upon his premises, and uQder the influence of these 
considerations, he lost no time in signifying his assent to 
their marriage. 

Vol. II.— A 



2 BOHJLNCE OF TH£ EABLY ▲GXS. 

Procrastination is not the failing of an uncivilized people : 
accustomed to sudden migrations, and exposed to all the 
chances and casualties of war, the Goths, knowing that if 
they did not snatcli their happiness at the moment it might 
be lost to them for ever, were rather prone to act with a 
reckless precipitation than to temporize ; Jarl, therefore^ 
had no sooner made up his mind to his daughter's marriage, 
than he wished it to he celebrated immediately, observing^ 
that as the war had now commenced, and the Romans were 
no sluggish enemies, it was impossible to say what circum- 
stances might arise to prevent their nuptials if they were 
deferred. 

That Olof acquiesced in this reasoning it may be needless 
to record : in the state of society which we are attempting 
to depict, the arts of coquetry were either unknown, or 
Brynhilda was superior to them, for she interposed no coy 
denial, and the preparations for the wedding were imme- 
diately undertaken. These occupied little time, and required 
less ceremony. The bridal feast was deemed the most 
important matter; for the Goths were potent and stanch 
wassailers, and for the honour of his name and calling, the 
substantial smith determined that his guests should indulge 
in a carousal of unusual plenteousness. As nothing could 
be more reasonable than that a portion of Brynhilda's wed- 
dipg presient should be sacrificed to give eclat to her nuptials, 
two of the oxen were slaughtered, venison and other viands 
were added in proportionate quantities, and heady ale, or a 
strong barley infusion resembling that beverage^ fermented 
and mellowed by age, was provided with an abundanc<9 which, 
upon any other occasion than a Gothic festival, might have 
appeared superfluous. The bride was attired in all the 
magnificence that the imperfect arts of her nation allowed. 
Her long hair failing in ringlets to her waist, was profusely 
interspersed with flowers, a coronal of which encircled her 
head ; around her fair throat hung strings of beads mingled 
with fragments of perforated amber ; her bodice, embroi- 
dered with gay colours and golden threads wrought into the 
form of a cuirass, displayed her majestic Minerva-like figure 
to the best advantage ; Wolfgang's dagger was stuck into 
her sash ; broad hoops of gold, worked by her father's own 
hand, enclasped her fair naked arms; and as she moved 
among the guests with a graceful dignity, her blue eyes 
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beaming, and her features glowing under the happy excite- 
ment of the moment, the most ^igid spectator could not 
help ejaculating that she looked as grand and beautiful as 
the Goddess Freya herself, 

Oiof was arrayed as a warrior, the proudest garb that a 
Goth could wear. His father, exercising upon so rare an 
occasion a generosity still more rare, had presented him a 
leathern corslet, painted with hideous blazonry of mythologi- 
cal monsters ; the Roman helmet gave dignity to his head ; 
he carried in his right hand his hooked spear ; by his side 
hung his trusty sword Rother ; but his noblest embellishment 
was the symmetry of his fine martial figure, which disdaining 
the aid of decoration/ and asserting the superiority of its own 
natural majesty, seemed to point him out as the sole fitting 
bridegroom for the stately Brynhilda. 

The priests and bards who assisted at the performance of 
the ceremony, invoked the blessing of Freya upon the wedded 
couple, who stood before them with their hands united; 
the bards chanted an epithalamium, rather warlike, however, 
than nuptial in its tendency, and this concluded tiie ceremo- 
nial. It excited infinitely less attention, and was despatched 
much more rapidly than the banquet, to which the guests 
now hastened to address themselves with a characteristic 
zeal and promptitude. Jarl, their blufifr'and burly host, sat 
at the head of one of the tables, doing the honours with a 
hospitality which, although it might evince but little polish 
or urbanity, was at least cordial and sincere. August and 
fair as a presiding goddess, Brynhilda ocupied a seat besido 
him ; opposite to them were placed Olof and his father ;— - 
the entertainers exerted themselves to promote the festive 
hilarity of the meeting ; the guests, fully sympathizing in 
their convivial feelings, did ample justice to the viands, and 
filling their horns and cans to the brim, quaffed them off to 
the health of the newly-married couple. Other potationd 
followed in quick succession ; the laughter and glee waxed 
louder and more incessant as the bumpers passed round ; the 
bards chanted their traditionary songs, the guests applauded, 
and the jovial merriment was at its height, when horsemen 
were seen galloping at full speed towards the station, 
making the war-signal with their lances. As their voices 
became audible, they were heard shouting, ** Wafifen ! hur* 
rah ! to arms I to arms I" and as they drew up their pant- 
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iag hones, the heated riders, who formed one of the Gothic 
oatpostst stated that the Romans having unperceived 
crossed the river Maine in the night*time, were rapidly 
advancing to attack the town. 

Fired with inezpreteible rage at these unexpected tidings, 
the gnestsy starting from the festive hoard, ran tumultuously, 
hut without a particle of consternation, to their several 
posts, repeating the cry '^ To arms !" and calling upon 
their fellow conntrymen to form their ranks* Never was a 
bridal banquet more instantaneously broken up ; never 
was confusH>n and uproar more sudden and signal than 
:ihat which threw the whole town and its vicinity into wild 
commotion. The shouts of the leaders, the clashing of 
arms, the braying of horas and trumpets, the cries of women 
and children, filled the wide welkin with undtstinguishable 
uproar. Wagons were instantly in motion in all directions ; 
herds and their keepers were seen flying here and there, 
some goading forward the beasts with their spears into the 
recesses of the forest, while others, deeming the fortified 
town a place of greater safety, added to the general confu- 
sion by driving into it their afifrighted and commingled cattle. 
Brynhilda, snatching a buckler from her father's armoury, 
gave it to Olof before he hurried off; urged him not to be 
too rash, but yet to do his duty as a valiant Gothic warrior ; 
declared that their bridal could not be more gloriously 
celebrated than by the defeat of the Romans ; and remind- 
ing him that the eyes of bis countrymen would now be 
upon him, expressed a hope that he would not return 
without some trophy of his prowess* ^' By Thor the 
Snorer 1" exclaimed Olof, tearing his sword from its scab- 
bard ^ ^^ I shall not like these proud Romans the better for 
thus rudely interrupting our bridal banquet ; and if Rother 
and I have any luck together this morning, I promise you 
that we will do something for getting out of Thidrek's debt. 
WalQfen I hurra !" So saying, he clashed his sword upon 
his buckler and disappeared. 

With that innpetuosity and reckless valour which had so 
often proved fata] to theni in former encounters, the Goths 
would not trust to their intrenchments, which, rude as they 
were, afforded a much better chance of victory to a people 
so deficient in tactics ; but rushed forward with loud cries 
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and menacing gestures to repel the inyaders* They hoped, 
indeed,^ to lure them into a morass, a snare: which had 
proved fatal to the whole army of Varus, and inta which 
the Romans had more than once been subsequently decoyed, 
to their grievous discomfiture and loss : but upon the 
present occasion they had provided themselves with trusty 
guides, and, avoiding the intervening swamps, advanced by 
the higher ground that skirted the forest. The direction 
they had taken being soon ascertained by the arrival of 
Bcouts, the Goths had no riternattve but to betake them- 
selves to the woods, whence they hoped to be able to attaek 
their enemies with advantage, and where, at all events, the 
Roman cavalry would be prevented from acting vriih 
efficiency. 

As they marched through the outskirts of the forest with 
ihis intention, they soon perceived a solid mass of Roman 
infantry advancing towards them in perfect silence, like a 
dread martial apparition ; no music sounding, their foot- 
steps even falling inaudible upon the soft grass, and the 
whole iron*girt bo^ seeming by its regular simultaneous 
movements to be animated by a single soul. There was 
something terrific in the very aspect of this stern, mute 
squadron, sometimes glittering and flashing in the sun, and 
anon dimly gleaming in the shadows of the forest, but ever 
holding on their steady course, and prepared with such a 
calm and intrepid self-possession to confront all the horrors 
of war and death. Sparkling now and then in the sunny 
ray might be seen the military eagle, elevated upon a staff 
in the centre of the body. The Romans must have per-* 
ceived ^ir enemies for some time hovering among the trees, 
but they neither altered their course nor their mode of 
marching, until they entered upon a wide straggling glade, 
when the Goths, being enabled by the trees to detach por- 
ticms of their force, surrounded the invaders, and the priests 
who had accompanied the warriors tobattJe, deeming the 
moment favourable for attack, commenced those supersti- 
tious observances on which they mainly relied for victory. 
The consecrated standards, which consisted of the heads of 
wild beasts, had been withdrawn from the sacred grores^ 
Mid were now hoisted in the front ranks ; the hostile army 
was devoted with <tire execrations to the gods of war and 
of thniider ; the signal was then given, and the Goths, 
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inflftined at ohee by rftge, wassail, and fanaticism, rushed 
forvrard from all quarters, clashing their arms upon their 
bucklers, uttering loud cries, and throwing themselves upon 
the foe with a recklessness that amounted to desperation. 

At the sound of a trumpet the Romans halted and pre- 
sented front on every side ; their music struck up a defying 
flourish, the soldiers sen^ forth a deep simult9neous shout 
that startled the distant recesses of the forest, and the 
battle instantly raged in all its fury. That portion of the 
Goths to which Olof was attached, having to run down 
a descent in their attack, acquired such an irresistible 
momentum by their weight and velocity, that they broke the 
Homan lice, their foremost warriors forcing themselves 
into the square. As powerful as he was dauntless, Olof 
cut down all who opposed his progress, crying out whenever 
an enemy fell beneath his sword, ^' A Romaic head for Thi- 
drek ! I only owe him seventeen ! another head for Tbidrek, I 
only owe him sixteen !^' in which way he had presently 
reduced his debt by a moiety, when he caught sight of the 
standard-bearer, and dashed forward to capture the eagle. 
This important prize being intrusted to none but guardians 
of approved power and valour, was defended with the 
utmost obstinacy, but Olof, after a fierce conflict, proving 
victorious, seized the standard and broke off the eagle, and 
:seeured it in his sword-belt, so that it hung behind him. 
At the cry, however, of the disgraceful loss they had sus- 
tained, a reinfoi:cenlient of Romans hastened to the spot; 
the greater part of the Goths who had broken into the 
square were slain ; the others, including Olof, were driven 
back, and the enemy again formed their line into a close 
impenetrable phalanx. 

Only upon this single point had the assailants obtained 
any advantage, and it was but of momentary duration. In 
all other directions their undisciplined valour availing tiiem 
ixothing against the experienced legion they were attacking, 
they only dashed themselves to pieces against its iron waU, 
like waves shivered into atoms by the rooted rock. In 
numbers as well as in discipline were they inferior to the 
band with which they were contending : a hardy veteran 
remnant, very different from those degenerate Romans and 
faint-hearted mercenaries, from whom the fierce nations of 
the north were soon destined to wrest the empire of the 
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world. Fighting under such disadvantages, their bravest 
warriors fell in heaps upon the spot, and the iSarYivors see- 
ing the hopelessness of continuing the contest, covered 
tiiemselves as well as they could by the trees, and commenced 
a disorderly retreat towards the town, animated by the 
voice and the example of Olof, who reminhed his disheart* 
ened comrades^ that within the entrenchments of their 
station they might still defy an enemy, who had brought 
with them no battering-rams or instruments of siege. In- 
spired with fresh courage at tiiis suggestion, they again 
formed more than once where they had the advantage of the 
ground, for the purpose of checking their pursuers, who were 
now advancing in quick timO) with braying trumpets and 
clanging cymbals, but in perfect order of battle. 

In this umnner the Goths fought and retreated until they 
approached the town, within which the whole remaining 
population, which consisted chiefly of females, were col- 
lected to watch the issue of the battle, and to render such 
assistance as circunistances might require. The retreating 
warriors now quickened their pace in order to gain the 
gates, when, at this critical juncture, a body of the enemy's 
cavalry, which had been detached for that purpose, emerg- 
ing from an ambush, galloped forward, and stationed 
themselves under the intrenchments to intercept them ; 
while at the same moment the Roman infantry, setting up a 
triumphant shout at the prospect of thus annihilating their 
opponents, ran forward, but without breaking their ranks, in 
order to close them in. For the hapless remnant of the Gothsy 
thus unexpectedly entrapped, flight would have been almost 
hnpracttcable, even had it l^en attempted ; but they 
dreamed not of it. Like snared lions, they became half 
maddened with rage, and only thought of selling their lives 
as dearly as possible. But Olof, thinking that by concen- 
trating their valour they might still' open to themselves a 
chance of escape, shouted with a loud voice — ^* Follow me, 
my brave comrades! let us cut^our way through the 
cavalry before their infantry come up. Behold I I have 
won their eagle, which is a victory in itself! Waffen I hur- 
rah !" With these words, he elevated the trophy upon his 
sfiear, and collected his brave companions, when the little 
bandf shouting their war-crf, threw themselver headlong into 
die midst of the cavalry. 
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In this desperate encounter they received a most timely 
and important assistance &om the women within the 
intrenchments. Round the whole circle of the palisaded 
mount ran a line of wagons, covered with planks, so as to 
make a species of platformi from which the females and 
other remaining inhaUtants of the town rained a torrent of 
javelins, lancest and missiles of every description, upon 
the Roman caviJry, who, not being prepared for this 
assault upon their rear, were thrown by it into a momentary 
c<mfu8ion. Conspicuous above all oUiers among these 
heroines was Brynhilda. Arrayed in all her bridal mag* 
nilicence, and inspired by the danger, as weU as animated 
by the exara^ple of her brave lover, wIkhu she had recog* 
nised uplifting his captured eagle in the thickest of the fray, 
she ran rapidly to and fro, inciting her countrywomen to assist 
their husbands, fathers, and brothers, supplying them with 
lanees snatched from her father's store, ever occupying the 
post of the greatest danger, and destroying or disabling 
many of the foe by darts launched from her own unerring 
hand. Almost might she have been taken for some celestial 
champion uiddenly descended to the aid of the Goths, as 
her commanding jfigure stood displayed on the extreme 
edge of the platform, her long flower-wreathed hair floating 
upon the wind, h^ garlanded head thrown back, her blue 
eyes sparkling, and her features flushed with fierce emotion, 
While her golden armlets sparkled as she brandished her 
javelin, and hurled it into the midst of the enemy. Fol* 
lowing her lover with her eye — and he was easily distin-^ 
guished by the eagle — she had mort than once saved his 
life by disabling his assailants with her well-aimed darts ; 
but alas ! Olof was maintaining a desperate and hopeless 
struggle ; the indignant Romans fought furiously to recover 
their standard — ^it was cut from his grasp, he was pierced 
with a lance, and overtbown — and the shuddering Brynhilda 
saw the horses trampling upon his prostrate body. 

At this piteous 8pectacle,the females oh the platfonn, who 
had cherished the belief that their beleaguered icoonti^ymen 
might eseape, so long as they preserved the captured eagle^ 
littered a wailful shriek ; but the heroic Brynhilda, undaunted 
in spirit, though heart^struck with gmf, reproved them for 
their weakiiess, declared that Olof had died the death of a 
warrior, reminded them that they hadstiUsurviviog-rdatives 
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to preserre, and urged them to eontinue the figbt with 
unabated courage. Thia spirit-stirring summona was 
promptly obeyed ; but vain was the devetedness of these 
brave women, vain the desperation of the Gothic warriors, 
who still strove to cut their way through, and gain the gates. 
Before they could accomplish that object, the enemy^s 
infantry clewed in upon them, and a miserable slaughter 
ensued ; ibr the Romans offered no quarter to the barbari* 
ans, and the latter disdained to ask it. They who were not 
slain outright were all wounded and disabled ; there was 
not a single fugitive. 

The^ Roman general, concluding fnmi Brynhilda's rich 
dreds, conspicuous station, and the command she appeared to 
exercise, that she must be queen of the tribe, and wishing to 
preserve her as. bis prisoner, rode up to the intrenchment, 
accompanied by one of the gmdes who acted as interpreter, 
and called upon her to isurrender ; pointing to the sky, and 
swearing by all the gods that the lives of herself and her com- 
panions should be spared, and that they should have honourable 
treatment. *^ I distrust the honourable treatment of the Ro« 
mans," cried Brynbilda, haughtily, ''even when they obtest 
their gods ; nor do I value life without liberty. We are able 
to defend ourselves, until some other tribes of our nation, or 
our allies theVave Alemanni, can come to our succour* In 
the idean time >ve defy your utmost effi>rts, and if my brave 
countrywomen feel like me, they will only surrender with 
their lives the town that has been intrusted to their keeping. 
They should reply with arms, not words, to your insulting 
summons, and thus do I set them the example* 

So saying, she launched a javelin that wounded he 
generaPs horse ; her Amazonian companions signified 
their participation in her sentiments by energetically shout* 
ing the war-cry of the Goths, 4ind the battle was renewed, 
or hither the siege commenced. Inefficient aa isuch an 
inttenehm^it might be deemed, it ofibred no mean defence, 
even against Roman soldiers, unprovided with machines or 
besieging apparatus, which they had lefl behind them, in 
the expectation of surprising and capturing the town by « 
coup de mdtn ; while the difficulty of the enterprise wae 
increased by the humanity, or perhaps the pride, of the com* 
mander, who being ashamed to have it said that he had 
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waged war with w^Hnen, ordered bis soldiers to spare the 
females, and above all their queen, and to direct their arms 
only against such men as might present themselves upon the 
battlement. Though these commands were not strictly 
obeyed, several of the Gothic women being killed on the 
I^atform, the, others headed byBrynhilda relaxed not in 
their efforts, repelling their assailants, and beating them back 
ds often as they attempted to scale the palisades. Thus 
had this singular siege continued for some time, without 
any advantage to the Komans, when in an opposite quarter 
they at length succeeded in forcing the barrier ; and poured 
through the breach, crying out that they had won the town, 
And calling upon its defendants to lay down their arms and 
surrender. ^* Never! never !'' cried Erynhilda, fiercely ; 
and turning to her companions, she exclaimed : '^ My heroic 
countrywomen ! all ye who prefer death to slavery and dis* 
honour, imitate me I" 

With these words she plucked forth her dagger, and 
plunged it into her bosom, thus verifying the dying words 
of Wolfgang, that (he ominous weapon, forged by the aid of 
witchcraft, was ever doomed to shed the blood of its 
wearer ! A few of her companions followed this desperate 
example, and some hastily attempted to bang themselves in 
their sashes ; but most cf the latter were prevented by the 
conquerors from completing their suicidal purpose. 



CHAPTER VII. 

No one who had seen Olof fall in the thickest of that des- 
perate and murderous conflict, could have entertained the 
remotest idea of his escaping with life. Not only, however, 
was this the case, but even hi» wounds were by no means 
dangerous. Stunned by a blow from the foreleg of a rear-* 
ing horse, and pierced through the arm at tl»e same moment 
with a spear, the eagle he had taken dropped from hid hand, 
and he fell to the earth, where the great number of the dead 
bodies served to protect him from Uie hoofs of the cavalry ; 
while the Koman soldiers, in their eager contest with one 



another fot the honour of reeoTering their standard, p»d 
little attention to the fallen enemy who had -wrenched it 
from them, and whom they imagined to he already killed* 
When Olof recovered his senses, the Romans, having quitted 
the field of battle, Wj^e engaged in pillaging the town, and 
securing the cattle, and prisoners; but various fugitives of 
Iiis own nation hurried past him, eag^y seeking safety in 
the: recesses of the forest. Conscious that they were iying~ 
lor their lives/ or for their liberty, which they valued still 
ixK>re, few would pause even for an instant to answer his 
interrogatories, until an old man, stopping for a few minutes 
to rest himself, as well as to snatch up arms for his defence 
from among^ the slain, told him that Brynhilda and several 
other of the principal women, seeing every thing lost, had 
destroyed themselves just as the Romans broke into the 
town. - 

Qlof had already seen his father, Hornbog Jar], and many 
others of his friends and acquaintance, killed in the morn- 
ing's fight ; but as he deemed it the natural and not unen« 
viable fate of a brave Goth to perish in battle, and enjoy an 
idl-sufficing reward in the halls of Odin, he was rather dis- 

Eosed to envy than to regret their doom. Brynhilda's death, 
oweyer, confirmed as it presently was by several other fugi* 
thres, smote him with so de^p an anguish, that forgetting 
the pain of his wounds, he jsupported himself upon the dead 
bodies that surrounded him, and remained for some time 
mournfully rumiioiating upon the total and miserable change 
that a few short hours had wrought in all his prospects ; con- 
trasting the laughter andfestivity of the bridal banquet, and the 
joyou» hopes it had inspired, with his present forlorn wretch- 
edness, prostrate, as he was, amoqg the corpses of his best 
friends, expecting death or slavery; while his beautiful 
bride, whom he Imd so lately seen garlanded and decorated 
like a goddess, lay weltering in the blood E^ed by her own 
hand. 

From this gloomy revery be was aroused by catching a 
glimpse of his sword, which he had imagined to have been 
lost, but which had fallen beneatii him. . 

^' By Thor the Snorer !" he exclaimed, snatching it up 
with a burst of returning energy, *' this is a lucky omen. 
My irusty Rother 8eem» to tell me tiiat na brave Goth, who 
has preset red his^swwd, need ever deipair* While there is 



Kft, there 18 kope;^ I may j^ escape to the forest, and Uve 
to make the battle-field onoe more riDg to the shout of 
Waffen ! hurra I" 

Raising himself with the assistance of his sword, he was 
atepping over the dead bodies as fast as his exhausted state 
would allow, when a Roman soldier^ who had been prowling 
a.bout the field, attracted by his indiscreet cry, ran towards 
him with brandished weapon, exclaiming, as he recognised 
the captor of the eagle^ ^^ Whatl not dead yet ? Metbinks 
these Goths ha?e haSfa dozen lives ; but hadst thou twice 
as many, thou sfaaH not escape me new." 

'' Another head for Thidrek," said Olof, puttii^ himself 
in a posture to receive his enemy ; *^ I fiiall be out of his 
debt yet before the sun has gone down/' 

This, however, proved to be a vainglorious boast, for his 
strength not seconding his indomitable spirit, he fell to the 
ground, after exchanging a few inefiectual blows, and his 
adversary was on the pointof despatching him, when anofficer, 
who had hastened up during the short conflict^ ordered hinr 
to spare his life ; observing that the Goth, if they might 
judge by his handsome helmet, was a person of consequence, 
and that, as he was a noble figure, he might be reserved to 
grace the procession, in case Galiienus, their general, should 
be honoured with a triumph. They made signs to Olof ac- 
cordingly, that they would grant him quarter on his surren* 
fkringhis sword ; but instead of evincing any gratitude for 
liiis favour, he sullenly told them in brc^en I^tin, that he 
would sooner give up his life ihan his weapon, nor could 
they wrench it from his convulsive grasp until af^er a stnig- 
^e, which so completely exhausted him that he relapsed inta 
a powerless insensibility. 

In this state he was placed in a wagon, carried to the 
banks of the river, and finally deposited in the officer's quar<« 
ters on the souUiern side of the Rhine ; wherein a few days 
the natural strength of his constitution, rather than the sur* 
gical asstttance afforded to him, enabling him to recover from 
his wounds, he vras taken before the commander-in^-chiefy 
Galiienus, the son of the Emperor Valerian, who bad been 
appointed by his father to conduct thewaragainstthe Germans 
and other northern barbarians. Various prisoners taken from 
the Alemanni and the Franks, over whom some partial 
advantages had been obtahied> aoooo^iamed theyoung Goth» 
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the whole parly being informed that Gassar had ordered them 
to be broi^ht up to his camp, m order that he might decide 
upon their final doom. Ttiia aoobuae^nent, accompanied 
by Olofs recent experience of the stem, hardy veterans who 
eomposed a portion of the Roman army, little prepared him 
for the sort of camp in which he was about to be ushered. 

GallieDUs, who, notwithstanding his youth, had already 
f eeelved the titles of Caesar and Augustus, preparatory to his 
being iuTested with this important command^ possoued fine 
abilities, and a natural courage which might almost be termed 
temerity ; but his heart was utterly depraved : his genius 
wasted itself in useless pursuits; his frivokrus mind was 
solely occupied with «diows and trifles, and be abandoned 
himself to debaucheries of all sorts with a licentiousness 
which, in spite of his personal bravery, rendered him shame- 
fully effemioate. Resigning the fatigues and dangers of the 
war to his officers, except when he was exasperated into ac- 
tion by some provoking insult^he had pitched his magnificent 
pavilion in a delicious valley, shaded by stately trees, and 
watered by a clear rivulet, that supplied and renewed the 
baths enclosed within the spacious circumference of his can- 
vass palace. Immersed in sloth and luxury, it was here that 
be caroused with players, singers, and concubines, among 
which latter the first rank was held by Pipa, for whose pur- 
chase he had yielded a province to her father, the King of 
the Marcomanhi. Not all the calamities which at this period 
threatened quick destructton to the empire, could arouse him 
from his sensual trance. Being told one day that Egypt had 
revolted, '*^ Welt, cannot we do without Egyptian linen?'* 
was his reply. When informed that Asia was ravaged by 
earthquakes and the incursions of the Scythians, he. only 
observed that they must in that ease dispense with nitre for 
cooling their baths ; and when apprized of the probable loss 
c^ Gaul, he burst into a laugh, uid asked whether the 
republic was ruined because they could get no n^ore arras 
cloth. 

At a table covered with gold and silver vessels, filled with 
fmits and wines from all quarters of the world, and spread 
beneath a pavilion so thickly pleached with roses and odo- 
riferous plants that it resembled an extensive bower, reclined 
GaUieDus, surrouiid^ by loose eompaoions and immodest 
wonoB. Dreavedio the'Wfinld styk, aod i»of£te»ly a^ 
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with jewels, the degenerate Osesar scattered perfumeQ from 
a censer as the prisoners were brought up to the entrance 
of his tent. The URCouthness of their general appearance, 
and the rude fashion of their garments, either excited his 
laughter, or served to point a jest that won a ready laugh 
from his sycophants, who applauded his clemency as he con- 
demned some of the unhappy men to be sold as slaves, and 
directed the more powerful to be reserved for the combats of 
the arena, or the triumph that he UQticipated on bis return to 
Rome. But when Olof, with a sullen and defying air, that 
gave additional dignity to his fine figure, stood before him, 
eying the courdy assemblage with a contemptuous indiffer- 
ence, Gallienus was so struck with his appearance, that he 
asked who and wha^ he was. 

^' A barbarian by his bulk," cried one of the guests ; " but 
he wears a Roman helmet, and, if I mistake not, it belonged 
to our singing friend Carinus, whose Joss we have just been 
deploring. Let me look at it ; methinks I recognise the 
gorgon upon its top. By Castor and Pollux ! it is the very, 
same. Behold, Caesar ! bere is his name scratched en the 
inside.'* 

'< Villain !" eldaimed Gallienus, setting down the golden 
goblet that he had Kalf raised to his lips, ^^ are you, then, 
the audacious young Goth who lately swam across the river 
and slew two of my soldiers ? Carinus was one of them ; 
we have not his equal in a comic song, and, by Hercules ! 
I.would not have lost him for five thousand Goths ! I shall 
not forget him till we find another. Insolent barbarian ! do 
you dare to smile in the presence of Caesar ?" > 

'<Such a Csesar would make any one smile," said Olof, 
easting a derisive glance at the effeminate figure before him, 
and the sumptuous appurtenances of the pavilion ; bat I was 
kughing at the thought that if your head had been in yonder 
helmet, it would assuredly h^ve shared the same fate a» the 
singer' s, though I doubt whether you would have fought so well 
for it. I stlppose you will put me to death ; I would rather 
have perished in the field ; but you cannot deprive me of the 
honour I have gained by kUling^some half score Romans and 
carrying off an eagle ia the late battle." ' 

The parasites and the women unanimously cried out that 
the presumptuous barbarian, who had not only deprived them 
tf their dear Cari|HiS| but bad slain an eag^e>beari»'> and efeii 
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impiously dared to insult Caesar hiniBelf, shoold beinstaotly 
condemned to some cruel dea^. Galtienus, however, being 
jealous of the exercise c^ power in exact pjroporti<»i to his 
inability to wield it, liked not this appearance of dictati<»i9 
and, from a spirit of capricious opposition, was half disposed 
to dismiss the prisoner with his liberty ; but as his peryerse 
lenity became dissipated by reeoUecting the last licentious 
isong of Carinus, he waved his h^nd authoritatively, saying-— 

" CqBsar i^eaksl — ^it is for moi not you, to decide upon 
his fate : this fellow will afford us more amusement in the 
arena than by putting him to present death ; let him be kept 
/ for the wild beasts I" 

*^ Caesar has pronounced the wisest judgment ; let the pris- 
oner be kept for the wild beasts !" echoed thefawning para- 
sites. 

The Emperor Valerian, distrusting his son'a youth and 
inexperience, had assigned to him as a counsellor Posthu^ 
mus, who was well skilled in the art of war, and not deficient 
in the more difficult task of controlling in some degree so 
apparently unmanageable a pupil as Gallienus. This h9 
effected by artfully seeming to submit bis own judgment upon 
all occasions to that of the weak-minded young Ceesar, and 
to receive instructions and advice instead of giving them : 
ati approved method for governing, while you appear to obey, 
the conceited and self-sufficient. Acting upon this principle^ 
he reminded Gallienus that he had himself originated the 
brilliant and truly imperial idea of turning the arms of the 
barbarians against one another ; inquiring whether it was his 
pleasure, in pursuance of that statesman-like and sagacious 
thought, to enroll any portion of his present prisoners in the 
service of the empire. 

<* Ay, you may select such as seem best adapted for that 
purpose," said Gallienus, not less anxious to avoid tive trouble 
of business than to joiake every thing wear the appearance of 
emanating from and being directed by himself: ^'Let my 
plans be strictly attended to ; and pry thee remove this rabble 
as quickly as may be, for, in apite of my perfumes, I can per- 
ceive that they have the true barbarian odour. Attwid to 
them yourself, good Posthumus, and then shall I be sure thai 
my directions are fulfilled.'' 

^Purposely relieving himself by this last ordw from a Men* 
tor wbo89 pre89nce he alwayt felt to be irksome* the young: 
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epicurean renewed his ticeotioas carousal witbout restraint ; 
while Posthiimus, taking the prisoners to his quarters, invited 
them to^ j<»n the German legion, which was already on its 
aareh to support the Emperor Valerian in his war against 
the Persians ; for the Romans never put sufficient confidence 
in these barbarian recruits to oppose tiiera to any of the north- 
ern hordes, witb most of which they had some connexion 
of origin or of language. Admiring Olors soldieriy appear- 
ance, as well as that lion-like audacity which in an age of 
vidence and war is almost sore to achieve distinction for its 
possessor, heoffered him an inferiOT command in these newly- 
raised levies, and many reasons concurred in inducing the 
young Goth to close with the proposition. The tribe to 
which he had belonged was exterminated ; their allies, the 
Alemanni, had sent hostages and sued for peace ; his friends 
and his mistress were dead, and a nascent ambition began to 
elate his bosom iK^th great and glorious visions. Among 
the Romans, as he had already learned during the few days 
of his captivity, the sword was paramount ; even the impe-^ 
rial purple being attainable by the lowest and most illiterate 
soldier ; nor was barbarian birth any disqualification for the 
8ceptre,as Maximin and others had sufficiently proved. Why 
might not he aspire to dignities and distinctions as well as 
these and similar adventurers ? It was worth an attempt, at 
all events. If he succeeded, be might wear a crown and 
command arimies ; if he failed, he would only encounter an 
honourable death in battle, which he had been taught to con- 
template as an enviable fate. 

Sanguine and fantastic as they were, these reveries 
prompted him to accept the proposition made to him, es- 
pecially when he reflected that the only alternatives were 
slavery and the combats of the arena. He stipulated, how- 
ever, thai he should never be called upon to fight against any 
of the Goths or Germans ; that his sword Rotber should be 
restored to him ; and that, as he Imd been accustomed to the 
use of Gothic weapons, he should be allowed to equip himself 
out of the arms recently captured from his countrymen by the 
Romans. Tbeseconditions being readily granted,CHof,enter- 
mg with alacrity upon« career so congenial to his martial tem- 
perament, soon qualified himself for his new duties, and proved 
eminently usefiii mdrilting his comrades into the Roman 
QMthod of disdpl»e f a somewhat difficult tas^ for intnctabie 
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warriors, who had been accustomed to consider % reckless 
hardihood and ititrepidity as the highest^ if not the sole reqai- 
sites of a good soldier. As soon as hb Indelatigable exer« 
tions bad accomplished this dbjecl, he marched in company 
with a Roman cohort across the eenntrj of Rhoetia to Ra- 
venna, where tbej embarked ; and after a tedtons na^igatiooy 
peculiarly irksome to Ike barbarians; who abhorred conlBno- 
ment of any sort, they sailed up (he rirer Orontes, and landed 
at Antiech^ the capital of Syria. 

This city, considered the third in the world for beauty, 
greatness, and population, and pompously termed the pearl 
and the glory of the Bast, had recently suffered a calamity 
not less extraordinary than dtdgracefuL Abandoning them- 
selires to their passion for show and pleasure, the inhabitants^ 
collected in the theatre, were amusing tfaemsdves with a 
buffoon and his wife acting a farce, when the woman turning 
about, suddenly exclaimed :-— ^* Either I dream, or i see the 
Persians." She was not mistaken ; the Persian cavahy had 
surprised and captured tiie tinguarded city, which they sacked 
and ravaged without the least opposition, putting great numr 
bers of the inhabitants^ to Uie sword» and leading off others 
into captirity. 

To avenge this insult, uid drive away the invaders from 
so fair a portion of the Roman empire, Valerian proceeded 
with his army from ^zantium to Antiocb, where his com- 
miseration for the remaining inhabitants, or the necessity 
that he i^ for restoring its strength and splendour, occa- 
sieoed him to forego his purpose of immediately seeking th« 
enemy, and to employ himself in reconstructing its ruined 
edifices. Naturally slow and cautious in all his proceedings 
he devoted much precious time to this object, for which Si» 
grateful Antiochians recoided him on their medals as the 
Restorer of the East, a title singularly inconsistent with his 
subsequent misfortunes. Thus was he occupied when the 
reinforcements, of which Olof and his comrades formed a 
]>ortion, arrived in the river. As the barbarians had ex- 
pected to behold a devastated and dismantled city, they 
were the .more surprised at finding that it was already netsif 
restored tc^its pristme magn^ence; nor could they ceeos 
admiring the foreign style of the stately boildnigs, the test 
and numerous temples, the baths, theatres,^ and other puUie 
afid the long ntivow streeiSi thronged with a popa« 
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faition SO totally dissioiUar, Inith in costume and occupation, 
from anything they had hitherto seen. Affecting the orien- 
tal taste in all their pursuits, the people of Antioch had 
ever been famous for their skill in taming wild beasts ; many 
individuals were seen walking in public attended by a lion 
or a bear, following them like a dog ; every shady [^ace 
was crowded with fortunetellers, conjurers, astrologers, ma- 
gicians, and mountebanks of all descriptions ; and the terrible 
visitation of the Persians was already forgotten ; shows, 
feasting^ and pleasure seemed to be the sole consideration 
of the inhabitants, who welcomed the newly-arrived troops 
f with music, dancing, and other demonstrations of joy. 

On the following morning they were drawn up, soon after 
daybreak, for the purpose of being inspected by the emperor. 
Olof, recollecting the gorgeous luxury displayed by Galiienus 
in the uncongenial climate of northern Germany, concluded 
that in the voluptuous and stately city of Antioch, Valerian 
would exhibit a tenfold magnificence and efieminacy ; but 
he found himself widely mistaken. In every respect the 
reverse of his profligate son, the imperial father was a plain, 
simple-hearted, honest soldier, pure in his morals^ and famed 
for his rigid probity ; too v|f tuous, in short, for the stormy 
times in which he lived, for his fear of error rendered him 
filow and timid, his confiding nature made him the dupe of 
knaves and traitors, and though a brave commander, he was 
totally deficient in the prompt and fierce energy required to 
uphold a tottering empire, assailed by barbarians upon every 
fiide, and convulsed at the same moment with domestic 
treasons. Plainly dressed and attended by only a few 
officers^ he examined every thing with his own eyes, and 
paid particular attention to the corps in which Olof was 
enrolled, expressing bis satisfaction that a troop of such 
£ne4ooking barbarians had been sent with the other rein- 
forcements, and even assenting to the suggestion of one of 
his companions, that it might be advisable to add them to his 
body-guard. So many emperors had been assassinated by 
the licentious Roman soldiery, that they had recently pre- 
ferred intrusting their personal safety to foreigners : a pre- 
caution doubly necessary when usurpers started up every 
y«ar, and aougfat to depose the lawful sovereign by bribing 
his troops to totroy faim. 
At ihe innUok^e of one of his eouss^kn^^ the new levies 
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were marched to the temple of Apollo in the vicinity of 
Antioch, in order that they might take the oath of fidelity 
to the emperor before the great statue of that deity, which 
it was thought would not only gire an additional solemnity 
to their tow, but wcAiId discover whether tliere were any 
Christians in their ranks : a set of men who upon all occa- 
sions resolutely refused to swear by the pagan gods^ and 
against whom Valerian, inHuenced by the misrepresentations 
of his confidants, had conceived so violent a prejudice, that 
he was then persecuting them with great severity. 

The Koman recruits; touching the base of the colossal 
image, all tendered the oath of fidelity, with the exception 
of wur men, who, boldly avowing themselves to be Chris- 
tians, refused to obtest the pagan deity, persevered in their 
contumacy in spite of the menaces with which they were 
assailed, and were finally sent ofif to prison to i^wait their 
punishment. 

When the Germans marcb^ up to the statue, Olof, ad- 
vancing from the ranks, and addressing the emperor with as 
much familiarity as if be bad been bis equals told him, that 
as himself and his followers meant to be faithful, they had 
no objection to swear by Apojlo, thoug|i he was a deity of 
whom they had never before heard ; but that their adjuration 
would be held more obligatory if they invoked their own god 
x>f waf. Impressed with his fine soldierly figure, and not/ 
nnamused with the blunt freedom of his manner. Valerian 
asked him his name and origin, and having conversed with 
Jhim a few minutes^ told him they must first comply with the 
Homan usages, and that his company might afterward swear 
by their own gods. This they did accordingly, staring up at 
the huge statue of the strange deity with a vacant indifierence 
that ofiered a singular contrast to their solemn earnestness, 
when tearing their swords froin their scabbards, passionately 
Icissing the blades, and pouiting them to the sky, they called 
upon the dread Odin to exclude them for ever from his glo- 
rious halls, and from the sight of their brave ancestors, if 
they did not prove faithful to Caesar. The emperor seemed 
pleased with their deportment, and informing them he should 
soon put their valour and fidelity to the proof, dismissed them 
to their barracl^s. 
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CHAPTER Vlir. 

Artaxerxiss, a common soldier of Persia, possessing all 
the talent and courage usually exhibited by those who have 
won, instead of inheriting an empire, had wrested the scep- 
tre of the East from the royal family of Parthia, and again 
erecting Persia into a kingdom, which had been extinct since 
the death of Darius, put an end to the dynasty of the Ar- 
sacidae, and established that of the Sassanides.* Sapor, his 
son, not less fierce and warlike than the father, had now 
succeeded to his throne and to his ambitious projects. He 
declared war against Gordian, the Roman emperor, who 
made but feeble efforts to repel him ; and the majesty of 
Rome had so far fallen under Piiilip, his successor, that he 
purchased peace with money : a disgraceful and unavailing 
expedient, which by revealing to the Persians, as it had 
already done toihe barbarians of the north, the fatal secret 
of the wealth and weakness of the empire, only ensured a 
speedy renewal of war, and fresh attacks upon all sides. 
Sapor, seeing the distracted state of almost every province 
under Valerian, had broken the truce, and over-running 
Mesopotamia, Syria, and Cilicia, with his numerous and 
formidable cavalry, had captured many important cities, sur- 
prising and sacking Antioch, as we have already stated. 

Returning into Persia with the numerous prisoners and 
immense spoil thus amassed, he had again advanced with a 
numerous army, including many elephants carrying machines 
and engines, and was now besieging Edessa, the garrison of 
which had made such a long and vigorous defence, that Va- 
lerian, afler several ineffectual solicitations, at length deter- 
mined to march to their assistance. Collecting his army 
for this purpose, whose strength and discipline had not been 
improved by the enervating delights of Antioch, he crossed the 
Euphrates and entered Mesopotamia, a country surrounded, 
as its name imports, by riverS| and intersected in all directions 

* So named from Sassan, a private soldier, whose illegitimate 
commerce with a tamier's wife gave birth to the celebrated Ar» 
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by the tributary ttreams of tbe Tigrkr nxA the Euphzttes. 
Accustomed to the tmowa atid the fap-ipreading forests of 
the north, Olof and his companions now found theniaelvea 
in the midst of spacious and weU-watered, though soltry 
plains, where roses and lilies sprang fVom tbe soiL instead of 
treesvand a fierce oloucHess sun was substituted for the chilly 
gloom of their native skies* Such, however, was their consii* 
tutional hardihood, that they endured this extremity of change 
even better than some of the Roman troops, the dangerous 
nnfetjof whose mtnre complete armour oppressed and ex* 
faausted them with its weight.'* 

A district thus abounding in rivers and waters opposed 
great difiiculties to an invading army, and ireqatred particular 
circumspection in securing a retreat, should a retrograde 
movement become necessary ; but Valerian, foi^etUng Ins 
characteristic caution when it was most required, aban^ned 
every thing to the guidance of Macrian, one of his generals, 
who pretended to be well acquainted widi the country, but 
who, either through his incapacity or treachery, occasioned 
the total loss of the army. It was the emperor's intention 
to give battle under the walls of Edessa, the garrison of 
which city might operate a powerful diversion in favour of 
the Romans. In their northward march for this purpose, 
they had hitherto seen only a few light squadrons of cavalry, 
who, after reconnoitring, discharged their arrows, and fled 
with a fleetness that defied pursuit ; so that the progress of 
the army had not been^ checked until it entered a long 
narrow plain insulated by the winding Euphrates and its 
subsidiary streams, when Valerian was informed that a body 
of Persians, rushing from the gorge of a valley in their rear, 
had broken down a bridge, and thus separated the army 
from its baggage-train and machines. The troops were 
halted to give time for its reconstruction, an operation not 
easily efiTected, for tbe pontoons b^ng with the baggage- 
train^ from which they were cut off, it was necessary to wait 
its arrival on the opposite bank. 

* Gibbon, observing that the discipline of the Roman soldiav 
generally enabled them to make war and preserve their health in aU 
climates, remarks that man is the only animal which can live and 
multiply in every cduntry, from the equator to the poles ; and adds, 
that (he hog approaches nearest to the human speeies in that privi- 
lege. 
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Daring this interval a cloudofdust, slowly ascending from 
the eastern extremity of the plain, and glowing in the rays 
of the aun until it resembled the red smoke of an angry con- 
flagration, horered menacingly in tiie air. Similar demon- 
strations of an advancing host became pl*esently perceptible 
on either flank ; and shortly afterward the shouts and uproar 
of battle in their rear, revealed to the astonished Romans 
that the baggage-train and its guard were already hotly 
engaged with the enemy^ who was thus evidently approaching 
with his whole collected forces to attack them on every side 
at once. Even in these days, when the martial spirit had 
much degenerated, a Roman army was not easily discou- 
raged, and they were besides accustomed to despise the. 
Persians ; but there was something so startling and ominous 
in the appearances by which they were thus unexpectedly 
surrounded, that the stoutest-hearted began to cast an 
anxious and inquiring glance upon the gathering dust-clouds^ 
which, like warlike apparitions, kept slowly floating towards 
them through the calm sultry air. That to the east, which 
was not only the most extensive but the most remarkable, 
from the fiery hue shed upon it by the sun, seemed to 
approach more rapidly than those upon the flanks, shooting 
out from time to time gleams as of summer lightning, which 
a few keener eyes among the Romans might distinguish as 
proceeding from the polished heln^ets and cuirasses of the 
splendid Persian cavalry, whose horses were not less 
effectually armed than their riders. Twinkling and glittering 
at a higher elevation in the dusty mist, might be discerned 
moving objects that wore the appearance of small solar 
meteors or satellites. These were the standards of the 
fire- worshippers, representing a radiant sun, wrought in 
such highly-burnislied gold, that they almost mimicked the 
brightness of their prototype. Behind them were a line of 
huge dusky masses, so nearly resembling the hue of the 
cloud amid which they moved, that they vrere not ascertained 
to be a train of colossal elephants until tlie gay-coloured 
pavilions and canopies upon their bgcks emerged occasionally 
from the dust, and disclosed the flashing arms of warriors, 
who, from their great elevation, seemed to be floating 
through the air. Sometimes a considerable portion of this 
magnificent though terrible pageant would be momentarily. 



) 



revealed, and again become entirely veiled in tke super* 
incumbent cloud, which imparted to it a vijiionary appear* 
ance, impressive almost to nwrulnesdy especially when from 
the midst of the indistinct mass were heard the dash of 
cymbals, the clangour of the air-shivering trumpets, the 
neighing of horses, and the wild shrill cry of the elepha^tv, 
which, simultaneously sounding from various and remote 
points, indicated the vast extent of the advancing host. 

Valerian, neVer deficient in the courage or the promptitude 
of a soldier when the enemy was once in sight, felt the 
critical urgency of the moment, hastily formed his legions 
in battle array, rode through the ranl^s, urging the soldiers 
to do their duty by reminding them of their former victories 
over the Persians, and then put the whole army into a rapid 
advance, wishing to engage, and, if possible, defeat and 
disperse the main body of the enemy before they could be 
supported by their wings, which were hardly yet in sight. 
Great was his consternation, though he had the prudence 
to conceal it, when, upon reaching the eastern extremity of 
the plain, be found the bridges over the Euph|:ates were all 
broken down or removed. Officers were despatched to 
gallop down the flanks of the field, who all returned Avitb 
the tidings that they could discover no means of crossing 
the lateral rivers : it was already known that the bridge 
behind them had been demdished ; they were cut off from 
their pontoons ; nothing grew around them but a profusion 
of roses and lilies, that seemed to mock their ensnared con- 
dition ; and it now became manifest that the whole insulated 
army was caught as it were in a water-trap, from which 
there was no escape, unless by repelling their assailants they , 
could procure time to communicate with their own inter- 
cepted baggage- train, and enable themselves to throw a 
bridge over some of the rivers. 

Enraged rather than disheartened at discovering tl^ snare 
into which they had been decoyed, the courage of the 
Romans rose in proportion to the felt necessity for its 
exertion r in which frame of mind they impatiently awaited 
the approach of the enemy, eager to know in what way they 
were to be attacked, and only regretting that they were 
prevented from becoming the assailants. In this state of 
suspense, constantly increasing in its intensity, they were 
eompelled to remain for some time ; for^ the great army io 
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fhiot of AeiD moTed «t « Blow pace, and the shroud that 
^Dvdoped it growing more] dense as they came nearer, 
at leog^i comptetolj hid them from sight, so that the Romans 
cotdd only judge of their propinquity by the sounds that now 
reached them with great distinctncAs. Among these they 
eoidd distiqgiiish the order to halt, given and repeated along 
the whole extent of their front, and followed by such an 
immediate increase of the dust, that for some time it enve- 
loped the whole plain, rendering the legions invisible to one 
another. A breeze from the east wafted it suddenly away, 
when, as if an intercepting curtain had been drawn up, 
Valeriaa and his troops saw revealed before them, at a 
small distance from the opposite bank, the main body of the 
Persians, drawn up in battle array. It seeined as if they had 
availed themselves of their temporary invisibility to shake 
off the dust that had dimmed their glories ; for the polished 
annour of their long superb line of cavalry flashed in the 
fierce ray with an almost intolerable effulgence, their sun- 
standards flamed alofl like lighted beacons, the decorated 
canopies that surmounted the far-spreading succession of 
elephants, displayed their tinsel ornaments, and many- 
coloured streamers, brightly in the bright air, while, as the 
exulting host caught sight of the Roman army ensnared in 
a coil of impassable rivers, their barbaric music filled the 
air with dissonant clangour, the standards were waved to 
and fro rejoicingly, and the front ranks set up a shout of 
anticipated victory, which being repeated by other bodies 
behind them, echoed by the wings advancing upon either 
flank, and again renewed by the troops in the rear, who had 
by this time captured the Roman baggage-train, seemed to 
fill the horizon, as if the whole wide welkin had opened its 
encircling jaws to send forth one tremendous roar of triumph. 
Valerian's army replied with a simultaneous and hearty 
cheer, which, however, from their concentration, appeared 
to die away immediately, and to sound faint and insignificant 
when compared with the prolonged and reverberated accla- 
mations that had just shaken the firmament. A contrast so 
pointed sent misgiving and apprehension to the minds of 
many who had viewed the vast armament before them with- 
out a single feeling of dismay . 

. The empercH*, however » assumed an air of cheerful confi- 
dence, and putting himself at the head of his troops, pr^aied 



to resbt attack from whatever quarter it abould first be 
directed ; for he was now compelled to govern his own 
operations by those of the enemy. The ktter remained 
inactive until their wings and the detachment in the rear oi 
the Romans had come up, and formed Upon tb^ outer baste 
of the enclosing rivers, when, upon a signal given, they 
poured from every quarter at once an irmi shower of arrowSf 
darts, and javelins, mingled with incessant volleys of stones 
and bullets from almost innumerable slingers. Valeriao^ 
putting his heavy-armed legions on the outside, as best 
oalctilated to resist this mode of attack^ prepared to retaliate 
it as virell as he could ; but he had no archers, the missile 
weapons that his troops carried with them were soon ex- 
hausted, and they remained exposed, without any means of 
resistance, to an unremitted rain of alt sorts of projectiles. 
Upon ^e German and other barbarians who were only 
elightly provided with defensive armour, it fell with the most 
galling effect ; and their natural impatience for close battle 
Seieg irritated by this harassing mode of warfare, they 
became at length so ungovernable, that they forced a passage 
through the legions, declaring tiiey would not stand still to 
i>e slaughtered, but would seek for a ford, or swim across 
the river, to attack the enemy sword in hand. 

This movement produced a temporary confusion, of which 
the Persians took immediate advantage. They had already 
laid rafts upon the. water, so constructed as to be hooked 
tc^ether and unhooked with the greatest facility, of which 
they quickly formed a bridge, and as rapidly withdrew it, 
after having driven over it numerous chariots armed with 
scythes. To these vehicles there were not any drivers ; the 
horses, defended by armour, were urged forward by lighted 
fusees fastened to their tails : the Komans had no missiles 
wherewith to destroy them, and the maddened animals 
rushing in all directions across the crowded field, with a 
velocity and destructiveness that resembled a fiash of light- 
ning, carried terror and death wheresoever they moved. 
Others were launched from opposite points with an equally 
disastrous effect ; the slingenshand archers continued to pour 
volleys upon all sides; and where the confusion was the 
greatest, squadrons of the Persian cavalry, dashing across 
uieir enchained rafts, swept among their disordered ene^oaies, 
cutting down with their oimit^s ev^ry thing that pppqused 

Vol. n.--B 
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tiieir progress. More than once were their fierce chargfers 
arrested hy some unbroken phalanx of the Romans ; but if 
they were compelled to retreat, they galloped across their 
pontoons, which were removed with as much ease as a 
clrawbridge,^ad again crossed in some other and more 
ftvourable quarter. 

The Talour of an army fighting under such disadvantages 
could only serve to defer the moment of its annihilation or 
surrender. Although the darkness of night afforded a short 
respite to the Romans, a third of whose number was already 
slain or wounded, it presented to them na chance of final 
victory or ultimate escape ; and the disheartened legions, 
reflecting that famine must soon accomplish what the sword 
of the Persians had begun, accused Valerian as the cause of 
their calamities, and with seditious clamours demanded an 
instant capitulation . Olof participated in their despondency, 
but disdained to join in their mutinous outcries. During the 
day, he had signalized his intrepidity wherever the contest 
was the hottest, and had been so ft>rtunate as to escape 
without a wound, although many of his brave band had 
fallen, and a still greater number were disabled. In the 
darkness of the night it occurred to him, that, if they could 
by a sudden surprise obtain possession of Sapor's person^ 
whose quarters he thought he had distinguished, the army 
might still be enabled to make some terms with the enemyv 
and get permission to effect an unmolested retreat. Sum- 
moning the able-bodied survivors of his troop, all of whom 
were as expert swimmers as himself, he asked them whether 
they would join him in this desperate enterprise ; and upon 
their signifying a ready assent, he led them down silently to 
the river, which they swam across without being discovered. 
But a despotic monarch and a fierce warrior like Sapor, 
who punished with instant death the smallest neglect of 
duty, was not likely to be insecurely guarded. An alarm 
was presently given ; Olof and his adventurous companions 
were attacked by a detachment of the Immortals, as the 
king's body-guard of ten thousand cavalry was called ; some 
of the Germans were killed, tmd the remainder, seeing no 
chance of succeeding in their object, contrived to effect 
their escape, under favour of the darkness, and to rejoin the 
legions. 

The Roman lurmy passed a miserable night, and when the 



sun rose on the following morning, they foand their sitaation 
to be still more forlorn and desperate than even their worst 
forebodings had anticipated. The Persians, knowing that 
their enemies no longer possessed any missile weapons, had 
drawn up their seemingly innumerable host close to the 
opposite banks, enclosings them round about with continuous 
lines of cavalry, whose p61tshed brass armour, covering both 
man and horse, gave them the appearance of an imprisoning 
wall of metal. At regular distances along this line, showing 
like fortified towers, were stationed divisions of elephant?^ 
sending long and ominous shadows oveif the Roman army, 
whose doom these stupendous animals seemed prepared to 
seal the moment they should be set in motion for that 
purpose. The platforms on their backs were crowded with 
archers, slingers, and javelin men, of whom an immense 
inultitude, forming the residue of the army, covered the 
ground in the rear. 

At sight of this formidable array, the clamours for 
instant capitulation^ and the seditious cries of the legions 
became so urgent^ that Valerian despatched some of bis 
principal officers to Sapor, ofiering an inun^nse sum of 
money for peace, and permission to retire to Antioch. Ta 
preserve as imposing an appearance as possible, even at the 
moment of tliis humiliating application, he prevailed upon 
the troops to stand to their arms in well-ordered ranks, so 
as to conceal the dead and wounded, and to wear at least a 
semblance of unrelaxed discipline. The principal officers, 
distinguished by the ensigns of their rank, appeared on horse-, 
back on either side of the emperor, who wore the imperial 
purple over his armour : behind him were hoisted the conse- 
crated images of the Cssars, the golden eagles, and the vari- 
ous titles of the legions, emblazoned in letters of gold, sur- 
mounting lofty pikes covered with silver. This affectation of ' 
martial pomp did not deceive the shrewd and haughty Sapor^ 
who, receiving the supplicants for peace in a magnificent tent 
that put to shame, the sorry splendour of the defeated 
Romans, treated their offer with derision and disdain. 
** Yc«ir army is completely in my power," said the proud 
Persian. <^ I may suffer you to perish from hunger ; I may 
cut you to pieces with my scythe-chariots and the cimiters 
of my cavalry ; or I may send over my elephants to trample 
you to d^ath beneath their feet. Your empffror should 
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have eome himself to learn his fate ; to none other will I 
make known my decision. Begone, and tell him so ! and 
you may cariy with you the promise of Sapor for his safety/' 
With this insulting answer the messengers were fain to 
return to Valerian, some of whose friends dissuaded him 
from trusting himself in the power of a fierce and uncivil* 
ized enemy, regardless of the customary usages of war, 
and elated to a more than barbarian insolencje by the success 
of his arms. But the legions, renewing their outcries, 
insisted that the leader whose misconduct had suffered 
them to be thus entrapped, should go in person to negotiate 
their extrication ; and the unfortunate emperor had no 
alternative but to obey. GiviAg others credit for his own 
frank honesty, he did not imagine that the ambassadorial 
-character which he was now about to assume, and which 
all nations had held sacred, would be violated by Sapor, 
especially afler the pledge he had given for his personal 
safety ; but, confiding as he naturally was, he would not 
take with him as guards any of his legionaries, who were 
already in a state of open mutiny, and who had proved by 
many recent examples that they would not scruple to 
assassinate their emperor, if such an *act of atrocity were 
likely to be attended with any advantage to themselves. 
He preferred trusting \na safety to the barbarian auxiliaries ; 
and having noticed in the battle of the previous day the 
zeal and valour of Olof, he selected him with a troop of 
his comrades to form his escort. 

With these attendants he committed himself to the 
floating-bridge, of which the Persians retained the direction 
by means of long chains. They towed him to the opposite 
bank, when he was conducted with his followers into the' 
presence of the conqueror, whom they now found seated 
on a golden throne, crowned with a jewelled mitre, and 
surrounded by officers, satraps, and priestly Magi, all in 
their robes of state. In the times of Cyrus, the first les- 
sons taught the Persians were to shoot with a bow, to 
ride on horseback, and to speak the truth. In the two 
former practices their descendents had not degenerated, but 
the third was no longer held in the same reverence. Sapor, 
who had outmanoeuvred his enemy in the stratagems of war, 
exulted at the thought of outwitting him also in nego* 
tiation ; and a smile of derisive triumph sat upon bis fea- 
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tares when, upon fais giving a signal, bis guards, rushing upon 
the emperor and his attendants, disarmed Ihem before they 
had time to offer the least resistance, and bound Uieir bands 
behind them with cords and chains. '^ I promised you 
safety," said the faithless monarch, laughing outright^* < and 
there is no place so safe as a dungeon. Away with them 
to prison !" 

They were marched off in this humifiating plight before 
the whole Koman army, who were so terror-stricken at the 
flight, that they threw down their armis, and surrendered at 
discretion. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Safob was an oriental despoty possessing only the vul- 
gar qualities of a barbarian warrior. Incapable of gene- 
jrous emotions, or even of the feelings of common humanity 
towards a fal^n enemy, he heaped every^ base indignity 
upon his imperial prisoner that might gratify the inordinate 
Tain-glory with which he was himself puffed up, and ren- 
der his triuraph more conspicuous to his subjects. Whither'^ 
soever he went, he carried with him his captive, loaded 
with chains, and at the same time clad in the imperial purple 
and other insignia of Roman grandeur. Nor was he con- 
tent with thus making him a public show and spectacle, 
but with a cruelty more degrading to himiself than his 
^victim, often added insulting speeches to his other indignities ; 
observing with a contemptuous smile,: that this was triumph- 
ing in reality, and not in semblance only, or to conceal a 
defeat, as^the Roniansvdid. At times he would practise a 
still more uniBaniy outrage, crying out when he was about to 
mount his horsey '^ Where is this Ccesar, this emperor, this 
mighty master of the earth ? Bring him forth, that Sapor, 
bis conqueror, Oiay use his neck as a footstool." At which 
words Valerian was brought forward by his guards, and 
compelled to bend to the ground, that the haughty Persian 
aright step up<m bis back.* 

« At the Tery time that the enperor was ledueed t» this abjeot 
state, hif son GaUisniis, opeoa Mm rspertef hk 4eath, te whtek 
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In this manner, bis whole progress, forming a sort of 
triumphal procession, Sapor returned to Ecbatana, the sum- 
mer residence of the Persian moharchs : a magnificent city, 
situated on an elevation in the midst of an extensive plain, 
almost every street being shaded by trees, and refreshed by 
streams and fountains, that filled the air with a delicious 
coolness. Here it was resolved to offer solemn sacrifice in 
the great temple of the sun for the signal victory over the 
Romans. Of the German guards who had been made 
prisoners with Valerian, only the tallest and finest mea 
were retained to grace this solemnity, the remainder being 
divided and despatched to Susa and other large cities, in 
order to diffuse as widely as possible the fame and the glory 
of the Persian monarch. At the head of those who, being 
reserved for the triumph, marched behind the captive 
emperor, was Olof, gazing around him at the oriental 
grandeur of the buildings, adorned with flowery balconies 
and crowned with lofly minarets, the surnptuousness of 
which was so far from reconciling him to bis slavery, that 
it only made him the more bitterly regret his native forests^ 
and resolve with a more indignant sullenness to seize the first 
opportunity for attempting his escape, although, in the vast 
distance that now separated him from Germany, he could not 
even conjecture bow his return was to be accomplished. 

The Temple of the Sun, selected for the scene of triumph, 
was a massive fabric of enormous dimensions, supported 
by columns in the form of pahn-trees, surrounded with 
gilded galleries, and decorated with all the gorgeousness 
that an Eastern imagination could suggest, or the wealth of 
a mighty empire supply. Instead of ascending to the» 
deity himself, the Persian religion stopped short at the 
glorious veil of light which conceals, while it reveals him, 
and by thus rendering to the minister and instrument of the 
divine goodness that homage which is only due to the 
Omnipotent Creator, degenerated into an idolatry of the 
sun. The radiated figure of this luminary, made as resplend- 
ent as art could render it, was multiplied in all directions 
within the sacred edifice. As an emanation from the same 

he was anxious to give an appearance of ^.athenticity, ordered him, 
by a decree of the senate, to be enrolled among the gods ! Never 
perhaps was the absurdity of paganism and the emptiness of 
haman vanity, placed in a more glaring point of view. 
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celestial source, fire was deeply reverenced by the Persiansy 
who possessed a sacred flame, which they pretend to have 
been originally brought from heaven by Zoroaster, and the 
guardianship of which waa intrusted to the Magi. Above 
the altar was suspended an immense artificial sun, whose 
radiated lines, being filled with an inflammable substance, 
and ignited on daya of ceremony from the sacred fire, burned 
during the whole solemnity with a dazzling brightness. 
So careful Were the priests to preserve upon all occasions 
the solar form, that even the arms taken from Valerian and 
his guards, which had been forwarded to be hung up as 
perpetual trophies in the temple, were arranged in radiated 
circles. 

Never bad the inhabitants of Ecbatana, accustomed as 
they were to splendid shows, witnessed so attractive and 
grand a spectacle as that which was now to be presented 
la them. Not only were they to gaze for the first time in the 
history of their country upon a captive Roman emperqor, but 
Sapor, imagining that so extraordinaiy an event might 
justify a deviation from the ancient customs of Persia, 
permitted his sultanas and all the females of his seraglio 
to emerge for once from thei^* jealous seclusion, and to 
occupy a gallery in the temple, under the protection 
of their long veils, and the guardianship of numerous 
eunuchs. On the morning appointe<l for the ceremony, 
as soon as the first beam of liglit fell upon the altar, the 
sacred music sounded, and the mimic sun was set on fire ; 
at which si^^al all the people within and without the tem- 
ple, turning towards the rising luminary of day, kissed their 
^^ hands to it with a profound reverence, and then raised them 
to the sky.* Afler this preliminary act of worship, the 
procession began with a detachment of the splendid body- 
guard, called the Immortals^ all clad in armour of burnished 
brass, preceding the magnificent chariot of the sun, drawn 
by six milk-white horses of matchless beauty, richly capari- 
soned. As Sapor united in his own person the sacerdotal as 
well as regal functions, he had attired himself as chief-priest 
of thesun, in loose flowing robes of silk and gold. Priestspre- 
ceded him bearing the sacred fire, and walking backwards. 

'*' Job makes allasions to thi«^idolatroi» practice, zzxi.,26, 27. 
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Gold dust was strewed before him as he advanced, his head 
covered with a lofty tiara, his numerous collars and bracelets 
adorned with gems of inestimable value, his eyebrows tinged 
with i>lac|c, and his cheeks painted with an artificial red and 
whitCi in accordance with the eSeimnate luxury of the Per* 
siana.* The College of the Magi followed in their robes of 
office ; some bearing the long preserved ^nnals of the king* 
dom, in which they were now about to enrol the glorious 
exploits of Sapor ; others supporting the mysterious sym- 
hoLa of that delusive and unhallowed science to which they 
c^riginally gave elistence and a name. Satraps and digni- 
taries without number swelled the gorgeous processioD^ 
which was terminated by Valerian, wearing chains of gold 
over his imperial purple,, behind whom marched Olof and 
his companions in fetters of iron, and a rear-guard of the 
Immortals, bearing the military insigna and other trophies 
captured from the Romans. Although the dethroned 
Caesar afiected the stoic philosophy, and more than once 
quoted the saying of Severus, that the greatest emperor must 
go into an urn, this public humiliation, combined with the 
taunts and insults of the rude populace, had stung him to 
the quick ; and in spite of his struggles to assume an appear- 
ance of equanimity, he could not conceal the deep dejection 
of his spirit. Olof, on the contrary, ^ho headed the rem- 
nant of the Germans, seemed by his firm and even haughty 
carriage, to defy the malice of fortune, and to rise superior 
to his fate. As the chains depended not ungracefully £rom 
his crossed arms, he drew up his fine form to its utmost 
stature, and surveyed the magnificent pageant before him 
with a disdainful smile, as if to announce to the spectatom 
that they might fetter his limbs, but could not shackle nor 
even intimidate his indomitable mind. His noble figure 
and dignified bearing, while it excited adfiiration in aU^ 
awoke in the bosom of one of his female spectators a sym* 
pathy which had a material influence upon his subsequent 
fate. 

Valerian and his captive attendants were made witnesses 

^Ezaetly thiu wis the Emperor Hefiogabalds represented, as 
pontiff of the sun, in a portrait which he sent &om Syria, to be 
affixed in the ienate-house at Rome. 
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Ci the saerific«9» which were celehraled with every ciitunK 
stance of dost and solefsnity. Wines^ Yietimff, and aroma- 
tics of the rarest and richest quality were profusely con- 
stfoied on the great altar, arocmd which a chorus of Median 
damsels performed wantcm dances to the sound of barbario; 
mnsie, while the MagipHed their mystic eeremonies and incaHi* 
tations, and the great officei^ of the state and array ministered 
to the triuinph^ Lastly, the military insignia of the Romans 
were suspended in the temple, amid loud acclamations, 
wh^i die whole processional pomp quitted the building in 
the same order it had observed in entering, every one falling 
prostrate before Sapor as he passed along. A banquet was 
provided for the people, at which oxen, horses, camels, and 
asses were toasted whole ; wine was supplied in abundance ; 
the festivities of the day conelnding with stings, dancing, and 
tbe other usual accompaniments of popular revelry. 

Apartments tti the royal palace had been assigned to 
Talerian, who was compelled to wear up6n all occasions the- 
imperial purple, and allowed to retain sir of the German 
soldiers as attendants, of whom Olof Dras one, in order that 
his rank might be made manifest to every casual spectator. 
None of the party were kept in chains except when brought 
forward to be exhibited to ambassadors, or paraded it any 
public spectacle^ but they were Watched both night and 
day by^^ mimerous and vigilant guards, who were made 
responsible for their sa(W custody ; nor did the sorry distinc- 
tions imposed upon the emperor exonerate bim from a single 
indignity* Sapor's favourite amusement was chasing the 
antelope with small ounces or panthers trained for that pur- 
pose, and carried in cages fastened to the backs of horses. 
Whenevw he mounted his hunter to enjoy this sport, his impe« 
rial prisoner was summoned to serve as his footstool, his 
attendants following, that they might be made witnesses of his 
humiliation . More than once upon these occasions waaOiofa 
fiery indignation oli the point of bursting forth ; but his mor^ 
prudent master commanded him to forbear, reminding him 
that any refractory conduct would be not less impoiitie 
^an unavailing, since it mights lead to their close confine- 
ment, and cut off the last hope of escape and vengeance. 

On the possibUity of ejecting this object, their thoughts 
were now almost mcessantly occupied, and it formed the 

B3 
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sole subject of conversation when they were not within 
bearing of their guards. Aware that this great object of 
his wishes could hardly be accomplished without some 
knowledge of the Persian language, Olof applied himsdf to 
its acquisition with great zeal, conversing for this purpose 
with the guards and slaves, and even finding amusement in 
a pursuit that beguiled the tedious hours of captivity. A 
thousand projects for their deliverance were proposed, but 
all rejected by the hesitating Valerian ; though there were 
many which Olof, with the Md recklessness of his chBiracter, 
considered so feasible that he was willing, and even eager 
to hazard bis life in their execution* Thus crawled the 
time heavily along, the hopes of the Germans gradually grow- 
ing fainter and fainter, until they began to share the dejec- 
tion of their unhappy master, now fast sinking under his 
calamities. The ingratitude and indifference of his son 
Gallienus, who abandoned him to his wretched fate, without 
even a single inquiry as to his existence, had cut him to the 
quick ; and the anguish of the father being thus added to the 
miseries of the emperor, at length brought to his relief that 
final emancipator from all human miseries — death. 

This event occasioned a change in the lot of the attendantsi 
four of whom were set to work on some of the buildings 
carrying on within the palace, while Olof and one more 
were employed in drawing water for the cisterns and foun- 
tains of the royal gardens, which received a fresh supply 
-every morning. A drudgery so servile completed the disgust 
-^of Olof. Bound to the service of Valerian by an oath which 
he held inviolable, he would never have deserted him ; but 
that obligation being now removed, he was resolved to make 
his escape, or to sacrifice in the attempt a life which bad 
become intolerably miserable. One day, while he was 
brooding over projects of this nature, Ruzvan, an old 
Egyptian, who filled the post of principal eunuch of the 
seraglio, and occasionally walked in the palace gardens, 
approaching him when he was separated from his fellow- 
prisoner, made signs that he should follow him, at the 
same time putting his finger to his lips, as if to enjoin 
silence. 

Not a little curious to know the meaning of this strange 
invitation, and too adventurous to shrink from any 



"quences, especially- in bis present frame of niiodv Ol6f 
followed into an inner garden, wMch he traversed, #iien 
his eondttctor, iirst looking cautiously around to see that 
they were unobserved, took a4iey from his pocket, opened 
a. low door, and they passed into a naii^owpassc^e. Along 
this tbey proceeded^ still in mutual siienee, and ascended 
-the wiiMJIing'Stairease of a small turret, near the top of 
which a siecoiid' door was unlocked and again fastened 
betiind them. Olof now found himself in a low vaulted 
corridor, so dark and ominous in its appearance that be 
i>egan to appfehend some mischief was intended him, and 
siting for a moment, asked whither he was going. **In 
the name of Mithra ! be silent. Let not even your fobt^eps 
be heard if you can help it/ ^ whispered his companion, 
with marks of great anxiety. ^* Happiness and safety 
await you if you are prudent; if we are discovered, no- 
ihiag can save us both from instant death. '^ So saying, 
he took the hand of Oiof, who could not see his way, and 
led him along il^ corridor, which was of considerable 
Imgth. At its extremity he stopped, and ader feeling 
about to discover a small wooden panel, tapped upon it 
three times. The signal was presently answered from 
within; when Ruzvan bade his companion stoop down^ 
advance six paces, and pusb aside the silken hangings which 
would then impede his progress. 

What was the astonishment of Olof when, upon obeying 
these direetibnsr he fooiid himself alone in a spacious 
apartment of fragf ant cedar and cypress-wood, carved into 
the form of fruits and flowers, the ceiling supported by 
columns ^covered with mirrora of polished silver; between 
every piHai^ a large shell, of the rarest marble, throwing up 
a fountain of water, which, after being reflected in all di- 
rections, fell back into its overflowing vase, and waaoarried 
ofi* by some invisible channel. One side of the room opened 
by mpeans *of a veranda, provided with silk curtains for 
excluding the mm, upon a delicious garden formed on the 
projecting roof of a lower poMion of the seraglio, surroonded 
with a^ high lattice- woric, and profusely^ supplied with ibm 
niost bea^ifnl flowers and odoriferous shrubs, the perfume 
of which was perpetually wafted intothe apartment, while 
^ eciiA-' air iwas.fiHed with the laHa^ HHiac of ^ htde 
fooBt|iii8^ ttt wdl M df iiunieroui mging bbda oonfilied in 
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VMm eafM aauwg the ahrubs. A jewelled flute bjr on 
an ottQQian ^ eilk, wrouglit with gold flowers; aeveial 
articles of female eroaaieiity all of the oiost^ostly desoriptioQ, 
were scaitet ed about tbe.iibamber» at one end of which 
•tood a large marUe table spread with fruits, wioee, iherbeti 
aad other oooliog beyeiragee,.io vessels of gdd aad silver* 

Emerging^ as OJk>f had just donei from mean, daik, low- 
vaulted passages into this sfnaeioos and d^htful bower» 
he at first imsgiaed that his conductor must haie been a 
uagiciao, and that thia astounding change was the efieet of 
ancbaalment. As he stood gazing around bun in a stale 
of bewilderment* wondering why this entrancing vision had 
been conjured up, and what was next to ensue, a ailken 
curtain was drawn aside, and a veiled female figure advanced 
towards him, attired in a loose Syrian dress, the gorgeoue- 
ness of which attested its wearer to be of the highest rank* 
Making a gentle io^linatieo of ha^liead aashe came forward^ 
she sank in a reclining attitude upon an ottoinon, inviting 
Olof by signs to seat himself upon one opposite to her. This 
he did without much embarrassment, for he now began to 
surmise that he had not been summoned to parley with a 
supernatural, but with a mere mortal^ and perhaps a beautafiil 
one. After a short pause, during which the stranger seemed 
to be slightly confused) she asked her companion in a soft 
sweet voice, whether he could speak the Perdan toogve, 
Olof replied that ^^ ^^ ac^uiiecl enough of the language 
to express himself imperfectly, but tliat he understood it 
tiioroughly when he heard it spoken. ^^ It is well*" said 
the unknown; <^we shall then experience no difiieutty in 
arranging plaiha for our nuituiJ happiness and libetation; 
and to prove to you that I am frank in what I propose, sad 
wish to have no ccmcedments from one who may be the 
afteaos of extricatifig me fipom a slavery that I. detest, you 
shall at once see my fealurss, aad learn my history." 

With these wordli she removed her veil, disclosing ia the 
eager gaze of her companion a small but syflMnetriealfigute^ 
and a face which possessed the dark complexiont black 
languishing eyes* ar^ed bfciws, delicate skin, and voluptuous 
expression of a Syrian beauty. Not dbpleased, as il 
seemed, at thps mmiifest admiratioa w^th which her -charms 
were contemplated, she- smiled giaci^u^, and re g < m> e df n 

<« Jri^ niail k a«ilsm^ an^ 



» 39 

altKoag^ I was resyiiig tLtThkfmsos^ on tk« btoks of the 
EttplmteiS idiien ^e ;,eaptar» of th&l ckf by Ih^ P^fsmiis 
plaeed Moe in tbe poirer .of SttpOTf whd/ ai^fifif to Im 
de^y Bpitttien by Bucii poor aitectioitt ftsdn^eoiiipliBhniaifs 
18 i possess/inade oieMiinmato of his seragtio. For sdmo 
time he bestowed v^an lae fl»ote marks of fsvoiir than upon 
any other of hia atdtaoiui^ assifiRDg' la me the splendid 
aparlnenla which I am still aU^wMed to retain, oilen vbiting 
awB, fbiid nof er leavinigf me without a gift of some rare jewel 
OK eostly omaaaeot. While I eetipaed ail others, and en* 
groaaed the ohief aftentioiis of the kiiyg of kinfe, the mighty 
lord of the eeat^ i did tiot regret nty splendid sknrery : but 
4^ is no longer the case; the fidite Sapor now lartshes 
upon Osrhoene, an obseure wotnan of Susa^ those honours 
with which i w^ cMnce graced, and fbr a long and dreary 
j^eriod have I heen left totally ttnnoticedv < Thus neglected, 
a»id doomed to* see disljin^ons id every sort showered itpon 
ftn arrogant and iii»irofthy rival, ray bower, or i^ther my 
prison^ has become hateflrl to^ me, and I sigh for my native 
l«Bc^to> which I have long' cherished the hope <^ returning, 
1»y diSBCting my escape from the seraglio. At the grand 
triumph in the Temple of the Sun, my attention was 
sttracted by yoffiw figure and appearance. Methougbt I 
jead 'in your indignant countenance an abhorrence of 
slavery, and it^ oecutred to me, that if the means could be 
devised, you were not tknlikely to become a willing, as I 
am sure yon would prove a bold and resolute coadjutor in 
liny plan for our coitiisioflr escape. So long as you remained 
in attendance upon the captive emperor, I had not the 
means of eommunicating with you ; but when at his death 
yott were removed ta draw water for the fountains below, 
lirecognised you through the trellis^ w(^ of my elevated 
garden, tfnd have been Kickily enabled to procure this inter- 
-view by oceans of Ruzvanvwhoisacquainted with all the secret 
passages contrived by the jealousy or the fears of Sapor.'* 
Oiofv cordially thanking^ her fbr the preference witli 
winch she had honoured htm, eagerly declared tiis readiness 
to pm^ieipate in any enterprise, bowwer desperate, that 
oi^red him a ehanee of liberty ; but he could not refraiof 
&ora iB€|inRngwhfat had induced Rusvan^ to miderta>ke s6 
pertkNis a coviniisBion) and what ebnfidence they eould 
place in his fidelity. 
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«< His lire is In my hsiidsv" re{died Zolma. <^ Accident 
revealed to me tbat be had be^engagied with othera in a 
conspiracy, which haseinee been abandoned, for assassinating 
SapiH*, and restoring the Eardttan ^iynasty. The proofs c^ 
his participation are in my fatuids, and. he is therefore not 
less anxious^ to facilitate, my escape than I am to effect it. 
Sapor is now g^QO with his army to besiege Nisibis. When 
I ^ from the seraglio, it will be immediately given out by 
Ruzvan that I expired suddenly ; a sham funeral^ will con- 
firm the report ; and should the monarch, upon his return^ 
make any inquiries respecting either of us, which is nciore 
than doubtful, he will be simply told that we both died ^ 
during his absence from Ecbatana. This is my security 
for the trustworthiness of Ruzvan." 

With this statement Olof declared himself to be p^fectly 
satisfied) and inquired whether any mode of flight had yet 
been devised ; to which his companion replied, that every 
arrangement of that nature was to be left to Ruzvan, who 
would forthwith concert measures for her escape, now that 
she was provided with a companion, which was an indis- 
pensable preliminary. It was easy to perceive, however^ 
from the looks of the enamoured Zulma, that tenderer mo- 
tives than she had yet assigned had influenced her selection 
of Olof; nor did she hesitate to confess, as they proceeded 
to regale upon the fruits, sherbets, and d^icious win^ of 
Sbiraz, the predilection she had entertained from the ilrst 
moment of beholding him in the Temple of the Sun.. To 
this avowal the object of her attachment replied with a 
suitable gratitiAle and warmth, complimenting her on her 
beauty and her abhorrence of slavery, and thinking to flatter 
her taste by expressing bis unbounded admiration of the 
cool, shady, and delicious pavilion in which she dwelt. *^ It 
is but a gaudy prison," said Zulma, sighing ; ^* I have music, 
flowers, birds, playthings, jewels, every thing that may gratify 
the ear and delight the eye, but nothing that can sooth the 
heart. Even my lute, once my dearest solace, is now rarely ^ 
touched, for it cannot make me forget that I am a captive. 
The prospect of deliverance, however, which has already 
exhilarated my spirits, may perhaps have restored to my voice 
some of its long-lost tone«." She took the lute, and fixing 
her languishing eyes upon Olof, warbled in ft-lowt inelloir 
voice, the foUowing 
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SONG;: 

The nightingale's refuTgent cage, 

Although with jewels strung. 

And in a rose^bower hung, 
Cannot, alas I her griefs assuage; 

Mute is her tuneful tongue. 
For who can warble when the bosom's wrung? 

But if herpining heart be blessM 

With hope, however slight. 

Of freedom, love, and Sight, 
Oh ! with what renovated zest 

She hails the vision bright. 
And pours h<»r music forth with fresh deUght I 

The love-breathing tones of the singer fully responded 
to the sentiments she uttered ; and it was with equal regret 
that both parties saw their tender interview Interrupted by the 
T6tum of Ruzvan, who^ tapping upon the panel, whispered 
that it was time for Olof to retire. Prudence compelling 
him instantly to obey this unwelcome mandate, he took leave 
of Zulma with the warmest protestations of fidelity and 
gratitude, and being reconducted along the passages and 
down the staircase by which he had ascended^ was finally 
left in the garden on the same spot whence he bad been 
beckoned away to embark in an adventure equally strangei 
«inezpected^ and captivating. 



CHAPTER X. 

OiiOf's countryman and fellow-labourer having been now 
removed by Ruzvan from the garden, lest he should sus* 
pect or discover the good fortune of bis comriBide, these 
bappy interviews were frequently repeated ; the attachment 
of Zulmia seeming to increase at every fresh colloquy with 
her loveri whom she familiarly termed her dear and noble^ 
Goth. . Delighting in jewels and baubles for the decoration 
of ber own person, which was always covered with c^ly 
trinkeU^ her inconsiderate fondness led ber to press some of 
the Tuesi of these ornameats upon the ace^taj^ qf Olofr 
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YfhOf however, declined hec prollered gifts, urging that they 
were not only useless to hiaai in his preseat menid situation, 
but might proYe absolutely dangerous by leading to a discovery 
of their life-involving interviews. With a sisiiiar indiscre- 
tion would she often prolong their meetings after Ruzvan 
had given the signal for their separatioB ; petulantly abusing 
the Tatter when he complained of her imprudence, and 
warning him not to offend one who had his fate so com- 
pletely in her hands. Had not Olof, who was always 
meditating his escape, possessed more prudence than his 
impassioned mistress, who thought of nothng but love, their 
meetings could hardly have been kept a secret, and tiie lives of 
all three would have paid the forfeit of Zulma's fond temerity. 
It might have been imagined that our young Goth would 
now be happy in the enjoyment of his good fortune. By^ 
Ihe intervention of Ruzvan, who had the entire control oi 
the seraglio-garden, he was relieved from all the drudgery 
to which he had at first been subjected. Born under the 
inclero«at skies of the freezing north, he was luxuriating 
in the most delicious climate of the world ; he possessed the 
affections of one of the chief sultanas of the king of kings ; 
and the pleasures of the banquet, and the charms of love 
combining to give a zest to their stolen interviews, seemed 
to convert the fetters of his captivitv into a wreath of roses, 
which the haughtiest in the land might be proud to wear. 
But all this was far from satisfying the soul of Olof. His 
heart was not interested in the connexion he had formed ; 
and although neither his own individual character, nor the 
manners of the age in which he lived, required any great 
degree of sentiment or refinement in affairs of love, some 
portion of congeniality was necessary to preserve its flame 
from speedy extinction, and nothing of this sort existed in 
the present instance. Above all women — above' all things, 
(Hof loved freedom ; the prospect of obtaining ^hich had 
imparted to his first feelings a fervour and delight which he 
himself had ' mistaken for passionate attachment. In him 
own anxiety for liberty, he had anticipated that Zulma would 
eagerly sympathize ; not only, however, did she liow betraf 
a perfect Indifference upon that sabject, but even opposed 
^1 the plans suggested by Ruzvan or himself for their 
escape. Happy in the engagement she had formed^ and 
apprehenstre that xf^ Aey enee quitted ttte walls of tit» 



8erag]io, her lover, who nevev concealed his Tehemenl desiie 
to revisit his own country, might throw off his allegiance to 
her charms, the jealous Zulma seemed as anxious to retain 
him a prisoner as she had before appeared eager to aid his 
liberation and share his flight. 

When the beautifjriog veil which the imagination of Olof had 
tiirown around bis mistress, so long as he believed her to be 
the probable instrument of their joint deliverance from slavery 
was withdrawn, he found little left that could compensate for 
this grevious disappointment of his fondest lM>pe& Rash in 
e]^posing their intercourse to detection, and yet shrinking^ 
with a more than woman's cowardice (rom the dangers of an 
escape ; equally incapable of any exalted feeling or boldl 
action ; at once passionate and insipid, fond and imperious^ 
and possessing no accomplishment but that of warbling eter* 
nal 4ove*songs to her lute^ Zulma was in fact a mere lan- 
guishing voluptuous oriental beauty, fitted by her Syrian 
education for no higher destiny than to be the inmate of a 
seraglio. Ruzvan, in peipetual appreh^ision of a discovery, 
which would deprive him of his head, washaUnlistracted by 
her peremptory and unreasoning rejection of all the plans 
f&r her escape which he took the pains to contrive f although^ 
as he felt himself in her power, he dared not express the fuU 
imiignation with which her Miy and caprice had filled him* 
Sapor's return, now shortly expected, would endanger, if not 
frustrate altogether, the arrai^ments he had made ; an im- 
pendingconsequence which he had repeatedly urged, although 
without effeetf upon the attention of the unmanageaUe 
sultana. 

The impetuous and decisive Olof, however, was neither 
likely to throw away in idle dalliance his hopes of freedom^ 
nor to be baffled by the. weakness of a capricious beauty. 
Reminding his mistress of the engageiiient into which she 
entered at the commencement of theur acquaintance, he in- 
aisled upon the redemption of the pledge she had then givei^ 
proclaiming his irrevocable determination to attempt hie 
escape without her, if she still refused to accjompmy Mm* 
Accustomed to have her own wilif and deeming herself «h 
titled to die giatkude and implicit obedieneeof her lover^ 
Zulma was highly indignant at this dedaration ; hot as vio- 
lence and threats, and blahdiakments and whe^i^ profed 
eryiiHy ineffieaeiotts in hendrng Urn to her pufpoeea^ i|he at 
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last gave an unwilling assent to fly with him from the seraglio 
en the fourtli nigHbof the following week, when the disap- 
pearance of the moon would facilitate their escape. Olof, 
fully resolved to perish ratiier than be retaken, wished to be • 
provided with arms ; and as he was superstitiously attached 
to his Gothic weapons, more especially to his trusty sword 
Rother, which he verily believed to have been despatched to 
Ikim from his brother in the hall of Odin, he consulted Ruzvan 
as to the possibility c^ recovering it. From an enterprise of 
which the object appeared to be so incommensurate with the 
f isk, he was at first earnestly dissuaded ; but when the Egyp- 
tian, who was not less credulous than himself, learned that it 
was a charmed weapon, which might perhaps have an auspi- 
cious inflaence upon their enterprise, and perceived, more- 
over, that Olof would hardly be prevailed upon to move 
without it, he consented to aid him in its recovery, although 
he knew it to be a most hazardous attempt, since it involved 
the irremissible crime of sacrilege. 

It has been already stated, that the captured arms were 
suspended as trophies in the great temple of the sun. Ruz- 
van, knowing that all the priests were to be engaged on the 
following night at a festival, celebrated in the suburbs of the 
town, apprized Olof that they must seize the moment of 
their absence for stealing into the building, when, if he could 
individualize his own arms, he might carry them off. At 
midnight, accordingly,^ he summoned him to the perilous 
exploit. Bidding him uncover bis feet, and preserve a strict 
silence, whatever might happen, he led him to a small court- 
yard, beyond the inner garden of the seraglio, unlocked and 
pulled up an iron grating^ and descended a flight of steps 
to a subterranean passage, where they were presently in- 
Tolved in perfect darkpciss, although Ruzvan seemed <|uite 
familiar with the intricacies of the place. Providing himself 
with a garden-ladder, the farther extremity of which was 
supported by Olof, they passed completely under the spacious 
seraglio, and emerged at a door in the immediate vicinity 
of the temple, which they approached with stealthy footsteps 
and in perfect silence. To the east of the sacred edifice an 
opening had been left in the walls, in order that the rays of 
the rising sun might fall without obstruction upon the altar. 
Against tins aperture they placed their ladder, drew it up 
after Ihem up<»i reaching the lop, let it gently down upon 
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the pavement of the temple, and were about to descend, 
when Olof, being startled by a strange noise, which led him 
to fear they were discovered, seized bis companioOi whose 
treachery he continually suspected, and resuming his native 
tongue, in the agitation of the moment, swore by Thpr the 
Snorerthathe would dash him to pieces on the marble floQs 
beneath if he attempted to play the traitor. << In the name 
of Mithra, be silent !" whispered the terrified Ruzvan, guess- 
ing the cause of his alarm ; ^^ the noise you heard was only 
tlie neighing of one of the horses of the sun, which are 
kept at this end of the temple. Well will it be for us if no 
other ear overhears us. We must not remain in the moon- 
light of this opening. Down, down, I implore you, and let 
us be quick, for our lives may bang upon a moment.*' 

At these words Olof released his companion from his 
grasp j and they both descended the ladder, when the former 
proceeded towards the altar at the farther extremity of the 
building. The deep dead silence of that vadt enclosure,*-* 
for, as they had uncovered their feet, even their own steps 
were inaudible, — the midnight hour, the colossal style of ^ 
architecture, together with the suspended trophies and deco- 
rations- gleaming in the moonlight, produced an impression 
of awe even in the mind of the young Gotk, who was not 
easily daunted ; nor could he contemplate the Roman arms, 
as he passed along, ranged in circles upon the wall, and 
sleeping, as it were, in the silent moonbeam, without revert- 
ing to the strife and clangour of the many bloody battle-fields 
in which they had done the work of- death, and above all, to 
that fatal fight which had terminated in his own captivity 
and the surrender of the Roman army. When last he was 
paraded along this biiilding as an actor in the triumph, he 
thought he had recognised his own weapons suspended over 
the altar; to which point he accordingly now bent his foot- 
steps. As he i4;>proached it, a bright ray of mooniighti 
Btreamir^ throi]^h the aperture behind him, fell upon a 
strange, ghastly, and cadaverous object, stanc^ng above the 
altar, as if to guard the arms that were affixed to the wall 
behind it. It wore so spectral an aspect, that Olof, ever 
alive to superstitiotis influences, shuddered, and hesitated to 
advance, until he saw that his companion passed him without 
exhibiting any manifestations of alarm, when he followed^ 
still unable, however, to remove his eyes from tte seeming 
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apptrition. Although its colour was a sanguine red, he 
eould perceive, as he drew nearer, that it was indeed a 
haman corpse/ Nay, in spite of its grim and grisly appear- 
ance, the horrible grinning of its open niouth, and the 
hideous distortion of its features, he thought the figure bore 
a resemblance to some person whom he had once known> 
though he could not now recall the indttidual. 

<* Whose is that frightful corpse, and why is it stuck up 
fike a statue over the great altar V* asked Olof, in a reveren- 
tial whisper. 

^^I thought you must have heard,'' replied Ruzvan, <<that 
when the Emperor Valerian died. Sapor, the king of kings 
and mighty lord of the East, ordered his body to be stufft^^ 
to be painted of a red colour, in order to ensure its preser- 
Tation, and to be affixed where it now stands, as a perpetual 
trophy of the victory he bad achieved. On days^of cere^ 
mony a crown is placed upon its head, the imperial purple 
k thrown over its shoulders, and the populace are admitted 
to witness this incontestable evidence of the greatness of 
their monarch, and the humiliation of the Romans." 

Filled with indignation at this barbarous mode of iriutnphf 
and lost in melancholy recollections connected with the 
unhappy Valerian, Olof remained gazing upon the imperial 
mummy, until Ruzvan, twitching him by the arm, reminded 
iam that he had not a moment to lose, and that they might 
both be soon reduced to the same plight as the Roman 
Caesar, if they wasted any more time in staring at him. 
The young Goth took the hint, and proceeding to examine 
the acms, was fortunate enough to discover not only bis 
trusty Rother, which he snatched down and kissed with 
great fervour, but the identical buckler, spear, and dagger 
that he had worn when he was made prisoner. Rq>lacing 
them with weapons of the same descriptioi^ taken from 
another part of the temple, so as to prevent all suspicion 
of the substitution, they again paced the pavement towards 
Ae kdder, which they ascended, when Olof turned round 
to take a fiirewell view of the moonlighted corpse, now the 
flc^e occupant of the vast silent enclosure, and showing like 
acme red and warlike phantom that bad been conjured up 
and set upon a pedestal to watch the arms and trophies that 
suRoooded it, imd scare away every unprivileged invader i^ 
the aaaetoary^ 



So elated and confideat did be feel in the poflBession of 
his recovered arms, that he repeatedly grasped and kissed 
them upon his return, nor was it without difficulty that his 
conductor could induce him toileposite them in the subter- 
ranean passage^ although he pledged himself that he should 
be allowed to reclaim and wear them whenever lie finally 
made his escape. Inspired with fresh hopes of ultimate 
deliverance by the successful accomplishment of this preli- 
minary enterprise* Olof was impatiently expecting the night 
which had been fixed for making the attempt; when on 
the previous morning Ruzvan, hastening to him with looks 
of alarm, apprized him that intelligence had just been re* 
ceived at the palace, announcing the immediate return of 
Sapor, in consequence of which it wojild be absolutely ne- 
cessary to postpone their project, at least for the present. 
Not less bitter than unexpected were these tidings to the 
prisoner.: who formed a still more disparaging opinion of 
Zulma, when, in their next interview, she openly expressed 
her satisfaction at the deferment of their meditated escape, 
reproached her lover with not being sufficiently sensible of 
the happiness he was enjoying, and urged him witfi a fond 
petulance, to abandon all thoughts of fiying from so pleasant 
a captivity. To these importunate solicitations he gave a 
decided, almost an angry negative ; and quitting her with 
more alienated feelings than he had hitherto experienced^ 
returned to seek Ruzvan, and to insist upon the early exe- 
cution of their plan, notwithstanding the expected return of 
the Persian monarch and the hesitation of Zulma. 

The appearance of a splendid and almost innumerable 
eavalry, the braying of trumpets, the clash of cymbals^ and 
the glittering of the royal standard upon the highest pinnacle 
of the palace announced the^rrival of the king of kings ; 
after, which event Olof did not obtain sight of Ruzvan during 
thre^ whole days, — a suspense which his impetuous tem- 
perament little qualified him to endure. At length he had 
the satisfaction of seeing him emerge from the small door of 
the seraglio into the garden, but upon his approach, he im- 
mediately anticipated some evil tidings^. Aghast, pallid, and 
trembling like an aspen-leaf, it was only in broken accents 
that the old man could ejaculate, ^' Heaven preserve us, and 
Mithra be our guard 1 we are lost— we are lost!" In the 
eame agitate^d accents, he proceeded to state, that Safotf 
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liaving summoned him to his presence, had inquired whether 
among the captive labourers in the seragiio-garden there was 
not one from Germany^ or some barbarian region of the 
north, who spoke intelligibly the Persian language ; and 
that an answer having been given in the affirmative, he was 
ordered to conduct him immediately into the royal presence. 
<( We are discovered, wo are discovered 1" continued the 
terrified old man. ^ Zulma*s indiscretion , or yours, or mine, 
or the vigilance of some i^y has led to a detection of 
your stolen interviews. I was specially ordered to escort 
you myself to the marble pavilion of the seraglio ; I have 
little doubt the guards have been summoned, and that they 
will be commanded to stnke off our heads in the presence 
of Sapor, for I could plainly read anger and disturbance in 
his eyes.'' 

*< Be it so," said Olof, sullenly ; *^ if I am to forego all 
thoughts of escape, I care not how soon my head is stricken 
offi Much rather would I have perished on the battle-field, 
but even this inglorious death is ten thousand times better 
than a hopeless slavery. Lead on into the presence of the 
tyrant. I fear him not." 

Very different was Ruzvan's state of mind, whose totter- 
ing limbs could hardly support him, and whose faltering 
voice found difficulty in ejaculating a few broken prayers, 
as he passed into the great entrance of the seraglio, and 
slowly made his way to the door of the vestibule, leading to 
the marble pavilion. Shuddering as he saw the naked cimi- 
ters of the guards stationed at this spot, and fully persuaded 
that his throat would soon feel the keen edge of their glitter* 
ing weapons, he made his way through them, and was ushered 
with the customary ceiemonies into the pavilion, Olof follow- 
ing with a silent, stem resolution. On entering the apart- 
ment, the former fell prostrate, mumbling the usual act of 
homage to the king of kings, the mighty lord of the East, 
who, however, was too mi^h perturbed at the moment to 
notice either this act of adoration, or the perilous omission 
of it on the part of Olof, who stood erect, expecting the 
worst, and prepared to meet it Sapor, fierce and fiery by 
nature, as well as half-maddened by success and the possession 
of unlimited power, could not tolerate the smallest opposition 
to his wishes ; and as he had been recently thwarted in a 
£ivourite object, he was rapidly walking up and down the 
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pavilion, fuming and chafing, and so entirely engtosB^ witk 
his own angry thoughts, that he did not even cast a look at 
the parties who had just entered. ^*' Ah !*' thought Ruzvany 
^< this is just the mood in which ho orders heads to he 
stricken ofiT;" and he expected every moment that the signal 
wouH be given for the entrance of the guards. 

"How now, slave, are you come?*' cried the wrathful 
monarch, s^t-length recognising him ; " and is this the barbar 
rian from the frozen regions of the north ?" 

Ruzvan bowed an^ affirmative, fqr his tongue cleaved 
to the roof of his mouth, and he had no voice left. 

^^Listen to me, slave!" resumed the despot, addressing 
himself to Olof ; ^' at the recent capture of Nisibis, I found 
among the prisoners a young and beautiful female, born, as 
far as 1 can gather, for I know nothing of those sunless 
climes, in a dreary wilderness that bears the name of G&T' 
many ; a country of which I have been given to understand 
that you also are a native. As she does not speak the lan^ 
guage of the Persians, I fear that I have not been able to 
make her clearly understand the honours I had condescended 
to reserve for her^ which were no less than to place -her in 
my seraglio, and to give her precedence of all the other sul- 
tanas. Either from ignorance of the high distinction that 
awaits her, or from an insolent audacity, the very thought of 
which has exasperated me more than such an act of madness 
deserves ; she has dared to reject all my overtures, and 
threatens to destroy herself if I attempt to compel her to my 
will. Such, at letist, is the report of the interpreter whom 
I have employed ; but I cannot believe it— the slave is igno- 
rant of her tongue, and must have misunderstood her. 
Therefore it is that I have sent for oneof her own countrymen* 
She shall be brought before you ; I command you to make 
known to her my intentions, and to add, that if she still prove 
contumacious tp my desires, when they are once clearly 
revealed and comprehended^ I shall instantly summon my 
guards who are in attendance for that purpose, to strike off 
her rebeUious head; Wh^t ! shall a female, and a slave« insult 
the king of kings with impunity ?" 

During this speed), Ru2van had been gradually recovering 
from his consternation, and when he found that all his mis- 
givings were groundless, and that a beautiful woman was 
likely to be decapitated im^ad of himself, bis delight would 
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iitfe foond ^eni in some joyous ejaculation, had be not been 
restrained by the presence of the terrible Sapor. Olof having 
signified his readiness to perform what had been required ai 
hun, Ruzvan was defl^tcbed to an adjoining chamber to 
bring forth the refractory fiur one, who was about to be 
exposed to this terrible ordeals In a few minutes he returned, 
leading forward a female of a singularly fliajestic presence. 
Starting and stopping suddenly in ^e centre of the apartment, 
she riveted her eyes with a look of utter amazement upon 
Olof, who with an equal air of astonishment stured at the 
vision before him. For a few seconds both stood transfixed 
in a wonder-stricl^n and bewildered silence, when, with a 
mutual and ecstatic cry of <^Brynhilda!'' *'01of!" they 
rushed into one another's arms ! 

'VSlave! villain! traitor! rebel!'' roared the infuriated 
Sapor, tearing his weapon from its scabbard, and trampling 
thrice upon the floor, ^^ thy life shall expiate this auda- 
city!" 

He was leaping forward, and would quickly haire executed 
bis purpose, had pot Brynhilda thrown herself between his 
uplifted cimiter and the object of his vengeance ; at the 
same instant the guards, summoned by the signal they had 
heard, hurried into the apartment. 

^^ Seize that audacicms slave, and instantly strike off his 
head!" cried the mcmarcb, in- a voice rendered hoarse by 
passion. 

Olof, becoming desperate firom the apparent hopelessness 
<^ his situation, was about to spring upon the foremost of 
the soldiers, intending to wrest his sword from him and sell 
his life as dearly as possible, when, with a happy presence 
of mind, Brynhilda — for it was indeed his wife who stood 
before him — ^prompted him to say that she was his sister. 
Eagerly seizing the hint, and forgetting every other considera- 
tion in the threatened danger of his resuscitated Brynhilda, 
he fell prostrate before Sapor, exclaiming — 

** Oh, king of kings and mighty lord of the East l^'Jhis 
is my sister ; an only and a dear sister, whom I believed to 
be dead, not having seen her since we were both made pria* 
oners by ihe Romans." 

*^How sayest thou, slave? — what, your sister!'* cried 
Sapor, making a signal to the guards to i«frain for a moment 
fiom executing his orders. With a scrutinizing eye he then 
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Sazed alternately upoo each as tiiey stood cloae to one 
another, and mistaking their strong national resemblance for 
family likeness, he sheathed his weapon, and ordered the 
guards to withdraw, exclaiming in a calmw tone^ and with 
a reassured air, <* By the sun and moon, it must be so ! I 
see it clearly in their looks ; yes, they are obviously the 
children of the same parents. — Slave T' he continued, 
addressing Olof, '* do as I had bidden thee — ^mak^ known 
to thy sister my gracious intentions, and if thou succeedest 
in subduing her obstinacy, not only thy life shall be spared, 
but honours and rewards shaH be showered upon ^hy head." 

The lovers having now both received their cue, and being 
conscious that their language would not be understood, found 
, little difficulty in arranging their present plan of proceed- 
ing, so far at least as their mutual agitation and surprise, 
which remained undiminished, would allow them. This 
was 'Hot a moment for explanation, jsither as to their survival 
when each thought the other dead, or as to the circumstances 
that had produced their present bewildering interview ; 
enough to know that they were both living, both prisoners to 
the same relentless tyrant. Olof was not an adept at con- 
trivances of any sort ; but he had no sooner stated that, if 
they could gain a few days* delay, he thought he might 
accomplish their escape, than Brynhilda, seeing the absolute 
necessity of temporising, suggested the course he should 
adopt In accordance with her instructions he again pros- 
trated himself before Sapor, stating that his sister had not 
by any means understood the honours and distinctions which 
his royal condescension had destined for her ; that she had 
been deeply afflicted by the recent loss of a Roman lady, 
from whom she had experienced more than a mother's kind- 
ness ; that her sorrows, she feared, had somewhat tarnished 
the lustre of her beauty, but that if a week's delay were 
accorded, to rally her depressed spirits and recover the faded 
bloom and brightness of her looks, she would submit herself 
to the will of her royal master, and gratefully accept his 
proffered favours. 

" It is well,^t is well," said the monarch, with an air of 
satisfaction ! ^^ "Sapor delights in clemency, and would much 
rather enrol a beautiful woman among his sultanas than order 
her head to be stricken from her shoulders. Tell thy sister 
that in a week I will repeat my visit, and let her not neglect 

Vol, II.— C 
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in the mean time to perfect and refresh her charms. Raz^ 
van, permit your fair charge occasionally to see her brother 
in yoar presence, for the sight of him, after so long an 
absence, may do much in restoring her cheerfulness, which 
is the best embellisher of beauty. You have my orders; 
obey them strictly as you value your life, and let this fair 
slave be decked and arrayed as becomes a future sultana 
when I return to visit her. What ho, there ! my guards ?** 
The door was thrown open^ the soldiers formed around 
him, and Sapor passed out of the marble pavilion to another 
part of the palace. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Although Olof and Brynhilda were thus released from 
the dangers of instant death, they were still environed with 
perils so imminent, and apparently so insurmountable, that 
they could hardly flatter themselves with having obtained 
more than a short respite for their lives. The former 
possessed the heart of a Hon, and a hand ever ready to exe* 
cute the bold promptings of his spirit ; but his head was not 
fertile in expedients or contrivances, and his present pre- 
dicament was one that might have embarrassed a more 
cunning and quick-witted manoeuvrer. Now that he had 
so inexplicably recovered bis beloved Brynhilda, life, to 
which he had latterly been indifferent, had acquired new 
charms; and liberty had become infinitely mote desirable 
than ever, at the very moment when its accomplishment 
seemed to be almost hopeless. To fly from the palace 
unaccompanied by the object of his aflections was entirely 
out of the question : even slavery or death itself with BryD- 
bilda was preferable to liberty that lefl her in the power of 
Sapor ; and he knew sufficiently her exalted sentiments to 
be well assured that she would perish a thousand times over, 
had she as many lives to surrender, rather than submit to 
dishonour and captivity. But what was to become of Zulma ? 
From the thought of abandoning her, every feeling of his 
generous heart revolted : she had bestowed upon him her 
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unsolicited lo^e ; she had indicated the only possible means 
by which his escape could be effected, and although she had 
recently betrayed an indifiercnce to liberty, it ^was noiin his 
nature to desert her. Yet how could he prevail upon 
Ruzvan to assist the flight of Brynhilda, when its certain 
discovery at the end of a week would inevitably subject him 
to the rage of the terrible and infuriated Sapor ? Even if 
by any unexpected arrangement, of which he could not at 
present imagine the feasibility, he should be fortunately 
enabled to escape with the two females, and yet not sacrifice 
Ruzvan, how should he reconcile the wife and the mistress so 
as to make them the willing participants of his flight ? and, 
above all, how should he persuade the jealous and ungovern- 
able sultana to submit to that repudiation which was now 
become indispensable ? From the high hearted and generous 
Brynhilda he had no wish to conceal the connexion he had 
foriT.'<»d in the belief of her death, and in the hope of achieving 
his 6wn emancipation ; but he hesitated to enter into any 
explanations with Zutma, dreading lest the violence of her 
temper might hurry her into disclosures that would destroy 
them all. 

The perplexities that prevented his coming to any deter* 
mination were aggravated by his knowing that, as every 
moment was incalculably precious, decision was above aU 
things necessary. Bewildered, and almost disheartened by 
the difliculties that surrounded him, he resolved that his first 
step should be to apprize Ruzvan that Brynhilda wns his 
wife, and to justify by that fact his inflexible resolution of 
making her the companion of his flight, whatever might be 
the consequences. Great and overwhelming was the con- 
sternation of the Egyptian when he received these startling 
tidings. His nether jaw fell, his eyes became fixed, and his 
adust cheeks assumed a livid and cadaverous hue. As soon 
as he recovered his speech and faculties, he strenuously 
endeavoured to impress upon Olof the utter impossibility af 
carrying his purpose into execution, imploring him in the 
name of Mithra, and of the moon, and of the sacred fire, to 
abandon a design which could only terminate in the death of 
all the parties implicated. 

** Brynhilda and myself are prepared for this alternative : 
our minds are fully made up : our resolution is irrevocable ; 
we will escape, or perish in the attempt." 

C2 
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** But what 18 to become of me ?" inquired Ruzvan, with 
a piteous lock and in a doleful voice. 

*^ You must concert your own plans for your own safety, 
but you must not and shall not disappoint us. The preser- 
Tation and the honour of Bryhhilda wiH not allow me to be 
too condderate for otheis. My life» I know, is in your 
hands, but yours is also in mine, for Zulma has shown me 
the vouchers that establish your participation in the late trai- 
torous conspiracy. And now, as you value that head of 
which I have the absolute disposal, I command you to lead 
me to Brynhilda, that I may communicate to bor our peril- 
ous and embarrassing predicament, and consult with her as 
to the best means of extrication. Sapor himself, you will 
remember, permitted our occasional interviews, so that you 
will be obeying, not infringing, the tyrant's orders." 

Frightened even to stupefaction by the menacing language 
of his companion, and the knowledge of his having seen 
the iife^invt^ving evidences of his treason, Ruzvan, silent, 
4rembling, and aghast, led the way to Brynhilda's apartment, 
where Oiof entered into a hasty explanation of the circum- 
stances that had led to his acquaintance with Zulma, of the 
power that they possessed over Ruzvan, and of the plan which 
had been already formed by the latter for procuring their 
•escape from the seraglio. The undaunted wife eagerly 
declared her resolution of flying with her brave husband, or 
of sharing his death : in confirmation of which itrimutable 
resolf e they joined their right hands together, and uplifting 
them to the sky, invoked the god Woden, and Thor the 
warrior, to register their solemn vow. Ruzvan, although he 
did not understand their language, saw by their impassioned 
looks and attitudes that they were desperately resolved upon 
an enterprise which must equally entail destruction upon 
himself, whether it failed or succeeded. Death seemed to 
be staring him in the face on all sides, and the prospect 
completely scared him from his wits. One possibility of 
avoiding it at length shot across his agitated mind. He 
would instantly seek Zulma, reveal to her every thing that 
had occurred, and urge her to suggest some scheme by which 
they might sacrifice Oiof and Brynhilda without exposing or 
compromising themselves. How this was to be effected he 
knew not, nor would his perturbed faculties allow him to 
consider ; but women were seldom deficient in invention, 
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and at all events he must not make an enemy of Zulma, 
whose irascible and violent temper might prompt her to visit 
him with a quick and fatal revenge. 

Alas I the poor Egyptian fell into the very danger which 
he was so anxious to avoid ; for he had no sooner comnnjh 
nicated his tidings to the sultana, than she burst into a 
transqport of jealous fury, and losing all self-possession, swore 
that she would give instant information to Sapor of the trea- 
son that was hatching in his palace. In vain did the trem* ' 
bling Ruzvan remind her tliat by such rashness she would 
betray both herself and him to certain ruin ; she cared not^ 
she listened not ; she would gladly sacrifice herself, Ruzvan,. 
all the world, provided only she aoM be revenged of the 
faidileas Oloi^ «nd punish the audacious Brynhilda. In this 
frantic mood, she would have rushed forth to execute her 
fearful purpose, but that the Egyptian, rendered desperate 
by the immineney of tiie danger, forcibly restrained her, 
hurried from the chamber, locked the door, and thus made 
her a prisoner. As he had sought tb league himself with 
Zulma for protection against the blind temerity of Olof and 
Brynhilda, he now hurried to the latter for security, if such 
were not utterly hopeless, against the desperation of the 
raving sultana* Rushing into their presence, he stated the 
ilistant detection and swiftly-following death with which they 
were menaced, and then sat down, wringing his hands, 
and ejaculating, << We are lo8t--^we are ail lost-^nothing 
can possibly save us ! I am a dead man ! 1 am a dead«nan !'' 

The screams and outcries of Zulma, which now became 
distinctly audible, increased the terrors of this harrowing 
moment. Ruzvan, half distracted, could only reiterate 
unmeaning exclamations of despair. Olof, deeply agitated 
on his wife^s account, though indifferent as to lus own fate, 
had nothing to propose, nothing to suggest. Brynhilda 
alone, undaunted in this trying emergency, possessed suffi* 
cient presence of mind to seize the few minutes that were 
still left to them, and to snatch at a chance of escape 
while there was yet a possibility of its achievement Promp* 
titude, decision, energy, were the characteristics of her 
mind. <* Three lives shall not be sacrificed for one," she 
exclaimed; <' and this selfish and frantic woman Olust be 
left behind. Ruzvan 1 you must fly with us— there is no 
otfier pbaribility of mmg your head. Throw over Qbtf 
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the loose robes of an attendant eunuch ; the long black 
veil with which you hare already provided me, will mark 
me for a woman of the seraglio. Let us fly instantly by 
the subterranean passage ; — ^you tell me that fleet horses 
have been kept in readiness Dot far from the temple of the 
sun ; we will mount and urge them to their full speed. It 
is now dark night, and before the morning dawns, or it can 
be known what road we have taken, we shall be many 
miles from Ecbatana, and shall at least have won a chance 
of our final deliverance. Quick, quick ! We have not an 
instant to lose." 

No sooner was a bare possibility -of avoiding his doom 
presented to the desponding Egyptian, than it operated 
with an electrical effect in rallying his courage. Leaping 
from tlie ground, he ran -with the speed of lightning for 
one of his own robes, which he threw over Olof, and then, 
calling to his companions to follow him, hurried down the 
stairs with a rapidity that more than once threatened to 
break the neck he was so solicitous to save. 

" I will not fly without my arms," said Olof, overtaking 
him. 

" They are in the subterranean passage through which we 
have to pass," replied Ruzvan. " In the name of the sun 
and moon, follow me quickly— ^o not delay a single seconcl 
or our heads will fly from our shoulders." 

And indeed it now became manifest that there was not a 
second* to be lost. As they traversed the seraglio garden 
they could distinguish the voice of Zulma screaming out— 
" Treason I Treason ! Ruzvan is a traitor ! Olof is a trai- 
tor, and Brynhiida is his wife. Seize them ! seize them t" 
Servants and attendants were heard hunting towards the 
cry, or calling for the guard ; while lights glanced rapidly 
froni one part to another of the seraglio and the palace; 
Under favour of the darkness, however, the fugitives gained 
the little gate, which they passed and fastened behind them, 
when Ruzvan led them along the subterranean vaults to the 
spot where the arms had been deposited, which Olof con- 
cealed for the present beneath his robes, and hastened 
forward to the opposite extremity. Here th^ emerged by 
the door through which he had previously passed on his 
visit to the Temple of the Sun^ and in a few minutes they 
bad reached the staUe where Ru2van, m andcipatiim of 
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the flight he had pledged himself to facilitatef had stationed 
fleet and powerful horses. 7^hese they hastily mounted, 
and had hardly galloped fidy yards from the walls of the city, 
when they heard the alarum trumpets sounding behind them, 
and saw the beacon on the palace- top blazing up into the 
air, as a signal for the cavalry of tlie guard to hasten up 
from their barracks. As they fled in an opposite direction, 
they did not encounter troops of any sort ; the Egyptian, 
who was perfectly conversant with the country, took a 
northerly course, knowing that on this side they would soon 
bave the advantage of hills and trees ; their steeds were 
excellent ; the riders were flying for their lives, and when 
the morning broke they were far distant from Ecbatana, 
which was no longer in sight, and found themselves in a 
wooded valley, watered by a narrow stream, which Ruzvaa 
declared to be the river Mardus, the waters of which dis- 
charged themselves into the Caspian Sea» 

Olof now suggested, that as their wearied horses would 
hardly carry them any farther, it might be expedient to 
conceal themselves among the trees, and not resume their 
flight till the dusk ef evening : a proposition, however, 
which was firmly opposed by Ruzvan, who, now that his 
}ife was not Jn immediate jeopardy, began to evince some 
Acuteness and intelligence. '^ We have no chance of suc- 
cess,'* he observed, '^ but by outstripping the pursuers, who 
have been doubtless despatched in every direction to appre- 
hend us ; and this vee can only eflect by continuing our ^ 
flight without a moment's respite. I shall give out that I 
am taking home a woman of the seraglio, whom the king 
of kings has gracbusly ordered to be restored to her 
friends ; my official dress, and the badge of authority 
emblazoned on my cap, will confirm this statement ; I shall 
demand horses in the name of Sapor, a word that commands 
instant obedience throughout all Persia; and it is my 
advice, therefoi*et that we should pursue our route, and boldly 
enter the town which I see at a little distance before us." 

Upon this recommendation it was resohred to act. 
Before they proceeded, Olof adjusted his arms beneath his 
flowing robes, so as to conceal them in the best manner 
|H>ssible ; and the high-spirited Brynhilda made him awear 
by Thor the warrior, an oath which siie- knew he would 
^td inviolable^ lo put her to death with his Qwn handi 
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rttber than saSer'lier to fall again into the power of Sapor. 
These arrangements being made, they rode into the town» 
where no one doubted for a moment the reality of the 
characters they had assumed. Ruzvan, exhibiting his 
badge of authority, demanded fresh horses in the dread 
name of the king of kitigs ; they were instantly furnished ; 
and our fugitives, after having partaken of a hasty meal, 
resumed their journey in the direction of Tauris. In this 
manner, hardly allowing themselves the requisite time for 
sleep and refreshment, they prosecuted their unremitting 
flight, respectfully speeded on their way by the authorities 
of the towns through ¥^ich they passed, and only experi- 
encing one alarm on their route, when they heard the trum- 
pets, and could distinguish the banner of a party of Iqfht 
horse in the rear, who were probably in pursuit, but who 
fortunately struck into a different road, which presently 
carried them out of sight and hearing. Their subsequent 
flight unmarked by disturbance pr interruption of any sort ; 
and after they had passed the river Araxes, and approached 
the confines of the empire, the fugitives, almost exhausted 
by the severity of their exertions, ventured to relax their 
efibrts, occasionally dismounting and resting themselves 
beneath the shade of trees, or beside some air-cooling rivulet. 

It was on one of these delightful respites from fatigue 
that 01of,wbo had been hitherto too much hurried and agitated 
to enter into any details of his history, recounted to Bryn- 
hilda all the adventures that had befallen him since she had 
seen him trampled down, and, aS she thought, slain, in the 
fiital encounter with the Romans ; urging her, at the eon« 
elusion of his history, to relate by what strange cliance he 
had encountered her in the seraglio at Ecbatana, after the 
assurances 'he had received from various eyewitnesses that 
she had fallen by her own hand on the assault and capture 
of the German town. 

<^ My dear Olof,'* said Brynhtldat *' these informants told 
you no more than the truth. Imagining that you had per* 
ished in kittle, knowing that my father had previously fallen, 
and anticipating from the Romans nothing but slavery 
or dishonour, I called upon my brave countrywomen to 
follow my example, and {bunged a dagger into my bosom. 
Weakened, however, by the incessant exertkms <k tlmJt 
eventftil day, or tfnnefved by the mental miseiy I was t^ 
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endiiriog:, my hapd did not faithiiiHy teeond mj will» a&d 
the frightful wound I had inflicted did not prove mortal* 
Paulina, the wife of the Roman general, an excellent and 
benevolent woman, who always accompanied the expeditions 
of her husband for the purpose of mitigating the calamities 
of war, found me weltering in my blood. From the 
prominent part I had acted in defending the intrenchments, 
as well as from the gayety of iny bridal decorations, she 
supposed me to be the queen of the tribe ; on which 
account, not less than from the dictates of humanity, she 
had me carefully removed to her own house, procured the 
most skilful surgecms, and watched over me herself with 
all the tendemebsi of a mother. My long sufierings, and the 
prostration of strength, both mental and bodily, occasioned 
by the great loss of blood I had sustained, I will not 
attempt to describe. Suffice it to i^ay, that owing to the 
unwearied cares of my generous nurse, I at length recov- 
ered, though I am still severely incommoded at times by the 
consequences of my wound, which I have felt sharply 
during our present flight, though I would not distress you 
with my unavailing complaints^ 

<^ Honoured and protected by the friendship of the vir- 
tuous Paulina, the motives which bad driven me to seek a 
violent death had now ceased to operate. My native tribe 
were dispersed or slain ; I had no home, no kindred, no 
friend but Paulina^ to whom I was most anxious to evince 
my gratitude, and whose ofl^r th^t Lshould live with her as ' 
her companion and equal I gladly accepted. With her have 
I^ea residing ever since that sanguinary bridal-day, when 
we were at once united and separat^, as I thought, for ever. 
Paulina's husband, an aUe and successful general, having 
been appointed by Gallienus to the command of Nisibis, in 
Mesopotamia, I accompanied them to that city, which was 
quickly invested and besieged by the troops of Sapor, 
Treachelry having given them possession of the town, it was 
sacked and ravaged by their licentious cavalry* Paulina 
wee killed while I was endeavouring to save her life by the 
sacrifice of my own ; I myself was made a prisoner, and 
earried before the haughty Sapor, whose hateful admiration 
I was so unfortunate as to exdte, and who gave orders, in 
eonaequeaee, that I should be carefully secured, and con« 
veyed to ins seiaglio at Ecbatana. Such, my dear Olof» if 
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I)i6 cfaain of strange eiTcumatances that oceasioiied our tiiiex* 
pected iaterview. Our marriage at its outset has been 
marked by terror, bloodshed, and captivity ; but as we are 
once more free, though still wanderers in an unknown world, 
let us hope that our future days may prove more auspicious, 
and repay us for all the perils and anxieties of the past." 

After having affectionately embraced his wife, and thanked 
her for a relation to which he had listened with the deepest 
interest, Olof inquired why, if they were still wanderers in an 
unknown world, she had insisted with so much pertinacity 
that they should direct their flight towards the eastern ex- 
tremity of the Euxine Sea ? 

^* I would not before state my reasons," replied Bryn* 
hiida, ^'because I was averse from raising hopes which 
the event might not justify. Now, however, that we have a 
fair prospect of escape, you shall know my motives for 
selecting this route. You are doubtless aware that the 
Romans, attacked on all sides by the barbarians, as they 
insolently term every nation but their own, are carrying on 
a fierce and general warfare against all foreigners. Under 
the weak government of the present emperor, every province 
is torn by violence and injustice of all sorts. There is no 
safety for us but in a return to our native country, for which 
I now yearn with an impatience equal to yours* But how 
could a long and perilous journey through a part of Asia, 
^ and the whole south of Europe, be accomplished by two 
wanderers like ourselves, unprotected by any powerful 
Roman, and totally unprovided with money ? We should 
be assuredly arrested, and retained as barbarians and prison* 
ers of war ; while you, should you chance to be recognised, 
might even be branded as a deserter from their army." 

^< I acknowledge the existence of these difficulties,*' said 
Olof, ^* but I do not see how they are to be diminished by 
directing our course towards the Euxine Sea." 

^^ Because you are not aware that a^olony of our brother 
Germans has been forcibly transported by the Romans from 
the banks of the Rhine to the eastern coasts of Poiitus» 
These brave warriors, so vehemently attached to liberty aa 
to have assumed for their proudest distinction the name of 
Franks, or freemen^ want but a leader and an opportunity^ 
both of which it is not impossible that your presmce may 
iupply, for end^voaring to cut a road with tbek swor^ 
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back to their native country. How Boeh a perilous enter- 
prise may be accomplished I cannot at present divine ; but 
by joining this valorous baud, we shall at least be assured of 
sympathy and protection, instead of being exposed, as soli* 
tary wanderers, to a thousand perils and insults, and doomed^ 
perchance, to die in a foreign land, if not in slavery." 

Delighted at this inteUigence, which seemed to open to 
him a chance, however remote, of revisiting his native 
forests, Olof eagerly demanded farther explanations; but 
Buzvan, observing they had wasted time enough for the 
present^ urged them to remount, and they continued their 
journey with fresh spirits and energy, passing, without 
accident or impediment, from the Persian into the Roman 
territory, and finally arriving at Colchis. Here Olof, armed 
as a Chothic warrior, collected and addressed the Franks, 
invited them to make a desperate effort to regain their father* 
land, admitted that the undertaking was so difficult and un* 
premising as to be almost hopeless, but pledged himself, if 
they would boldly resolve upon it, and receive him as a com- 
rade, that he would either perish in their company, or wit- 
ness their triumphant return to the waters of the Rhine. 

The spirit-stirring language of his appeal, and the fine 
martial figure of the speaker, were exactly calculated to 
arouse the fierce energy, and win the admiration of his audi- 
tors. With vehement outcries tliey professed their eager- 
Bess to embark in the adventure, even if it were to be attended 
with certain death, unanimously calling upon Olof to be their 
leader, and imploring him to point out the method by which 
their wbhes were to be attained. This was a demand more 
easily made than answered. At the suggestion of Brynhilda, 
however, Olof replied, that the first thing necessary was to 
procure ships. A Roman fleet happened to be stationed in 
a neighbouring port of the Euxine ; it was instantly seized by 
the Franks, who threw themselves on board, and with little 
nautical skill, and less preparation, set out from Colchis, the 
country of the Argonauts, on an expedition which would be 
deemed scarcely less romantic and fabulous than that of 
Jason and his companions, were not its actual occurrence 
and successful accomplishment fully authenticated by histo- 
rians of unquestionable veracity. Assisted by the counsels 
of Brynbilda, and trusting to the skill of such pilots as ha 
eonld procinre» or to fortuna where there waa none other to 
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aid hiniyOlof^ Dowthe comroander of die ezpeditioDy ipder* 
took to explore bis way by unknown seas, through the very 
heart of the Roman empire, and in the midst of its fiumerous 
fleets and armies, from the mouth of the Phasis to that of 
theRhine. 

At the Hellespont, to which they made thefar way without 
opposition, Ruzvan requested to be set ashore, intending to 
proceed to his native country of Egypt. The rest of the 
daring adventurers cruised along the coasts of the Mediter- 
ranean, indulging their appetite for revenge and plundler, in 
spite of the earnest endeavours of their commander to re- 
strain them, by frequent descents upon the unsuspecting 
shores of Asia, Greece, and Africa. The opulent city of 
Syracuse, in whose port the navies of Athens and Carthage 
had formerly been sunk, was sacked hy a handful of barba*- 
rians, who massacred the greatest part of the trembling 
inhabitants. From the island of Sicily the Franks proceeded 
to the columns of Hercules, trusted themselves to the ocean, 
coasted round Spain and Gaul, and steering their triumphant 
course through the British Channel, at lengh finished their 
surprising voyage by landing in safety on the Batavian or 
Frisian shores.* 

Won by the martial qualities of Olof, which had been re*> 
peatedly displayed during their eventful enterprise, the 
Franks continued him in his command after they had reached 
the Rhine ; and as th^ subsequently obeyed bis orders with 
better discipline than th^ had observed during the voyage, 
he invariably led them on to victory, achieving glory for him* 
self, distinction and extent of territory for his warlike follow- 
ers. For many years the faithful Brynhilda, not less illua->^ 
trious and heroical than himself, shared his dangers, bis re- 
nown, and his happiness, though she 9ttll suffered severely at 
intervals from the consequences of her self-inflicted wound. 
Accompanying her husband in a march of unusual leiigtb 
and severity against an invading army of Sarmatians, she 
fell ill, and was obliged to be left behind. In the belief that 
a few hours' rest had sufficiently recruited her, she made 
so vehement an effort to overtake the army, that her wound 
broke out afresh 7 there was no succour at hand, or none at 
least of sufficient efficacy, and she shortly expired where her 
attendants had placed her, beneath a ^ree on the road side. 

* Gibbon's Dsdins and Fall, vol i. chap. xii. 
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On the foUowiDg day, and before he was alequaioted with 
the decease of his beloved Brynhilda, her hasbaod breathed 
forth his valiant soul. In a great battle, he had already de- 
feated the Sannatians, a cluisen band of whom, hpwever, 
encouraged by the desperation of their general, a man ^ 
gigantic statare, still maintained an unavailing resistance. 
Olof had beaten their leader to the ground, after a fierce per- 
BCHial conflict, and was kneeling upon his body for the pur- 
pose of despatching him, when the giant, making a convul- 
sive effort, plucked Olofs dagger from his girdle and struck 
it deep into his heart. Theconqueror fell dead upon the ex- 
piring Sarmatian ; but he died as he had always wished to die 
—on the battle-field — in the moment of victory, and with his 
trusty Rother in his hand, still grasping it so firmly, even 
after he became a corpse, thai it was found impossible to 
unbend his rigid fingers, and he was buried^ even as he had 
fallen, with the weapon iti his clutch, his other arms being 
also interred with him, according to the custom of the Goths. 

It was now ascertained by those of his fellow-countrymen 
who had learned his earlier history, either from himself or 
others, that the dagger by which he was destroyed was the 
identical one that had slain Wolfgang the dwarf, and which, 
according to the prediction of the forest witch, his mother, 
was doomed always to prove fatal to its wearer. How fear- 
fully had this ominous prognostication been verified ! Wolf- 
gang himself was the first evidence of its truth ; Brynhilda, 
whose death was ultimately produced by her self-infiicted 
wound, was the second ; Olof afibrded the third confirma- 
tion. Resolved that the witch-cursed weapon should per- 
petrate no farther mischief, it was committed to the grave of 
its last wearer, amid the maledictions of the Franks, who 
deeply regretted the fatality that had led their valorous com- 
mander to become eventually instrumental to his own death 
by Singling out this sinister weapon, and clinging to it through 
all the changes of his fortune. When permitted by Gallienus 
to select arms from the Gothic spoils, the figure of the god- 
dess Freya, rudely carved upon its handle, bad induced him 
to choose this luckless dagger, which had already shed the 
blood of Wolfgang and Brynhilda. He had worn it through 
all the vicissitudes of war, until he was deprived of it by the 
guards of Sapor, and had again redeemed it on his midnight 
visit with Ruzvan to the the Temple of the Sun ; thus proving 
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that there is no avoidance of what is foredoomed, and that 
we are often, when least suspicious of that fact, the blind and 
eager ministers of our own fate. 

According to the ancient chronicles from which we quote, 
a storm-gust swept over the trees at the moment of Bryn- 
failda's death, a dark cloud descended close to the earth) 
enshrouding the form of a hideous forest- hag, who, in a 
sharp screeching voice that overpowered the whistling of the 
blast, cried out— 

«* Ho ! ho I let the blood flow ! 
I ThoQ dagger, witch-cun'd,! 
Do scathe to thy hearer, 

Ab thou didst at the first. 

When my son was thy wearer, 

And for Wolfgangr's sake 

Their life-blood takov^-* 

I am come ! I am come ! to dip my thumb 
,' Jnthe gore of thy victim — ^Hurra ! hurra ! 

I have had my revenge, so ha ! ha ! ha ! ha !^^ 

The spectrC'Cloud then rushed away upon the wind, filling 
the air as it passed away with the dissonant chuckle of fiend- 
like laughter. It is added, that exactly the same apparition 
was revealed, and similar sounds heard over the battle-field 
at the moment when Olof was slain, the names of several 
individuals being quoted wha were eyewitnesses of the occur- 
rence. It was an era of marvels and miracles ; few writers 
could indite a tale without introducing a touch of the super- 
natural ; and having premised thus much, we shall leave the 
reader, without venturing any opinion of our own, to attach 
to the eonclusion of our story whatever degree of credit he 
may think it entitled to claim. 
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SEBASTIAN AND LYDIA;* 

THE COUNCIL OF NICE. 
A TALE OF THE FOURTH CENTURY. 



CHAPTER I. 

Not yet had the sun risen above the horizon, but the flushes 
of roseate light that steal up the eastern heavens, mingling 
vith the gray, or rather with the pale green tints of the cloud- 
less sky, ^nd gradually extinguishing the few bright stars that 
still linger in the firmament, announce the dawn of day* 
Far as the eye can yet peer, we perceive nothing but an 
expanse of faintly gleaming waters, broken here and there 
by dim masses, of which we cannot distinguish the form or 
the nature. Ha ! what prodigy is this ? The sun seems to 
be breaking in sudden splendour from the distant west, while 
we have been expecting his uprising in an opposite direction ! 
What may it portend, yonder celestial object glittering in the 
Occident, where. the god of day should finish, not commence 
his career ? It csinnot be the moon, for her pale crescent 
hangs above us, slowly fainting away into silvery air. . Be- 
hold ! the phenomenon at which we are gazing assumes a 
triangular form as it brightens into distinctness. Ah ! now 
I recognise it for the summit of the great Egyptian pyramid, 
which has caught the first ray of morning, while every lower 
object remains enveloped in the dubious twilight. Look ! 
look i We may now indeed behold the glorious sun blazing 
from yonder eastern height, crowned with the city of Helio- 
polis, and the magnificent temple of Apollo, whose open 
arches, peristyles and colonnades, standing out before the 

* Some of the incidenta in this tale have been suggeeted by the 
£thiopic romance attribated to Heiiodonis, fiishoj^ of Trieca ia 
Thwuaiyt towards the and of the foartb cantiujr; 
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flaming disk, and dividing its fires, wear the appearance of 
being actually built within the planet to which they are dedi- 
cated. Iris bat a transaent illiision. See I the triumphant 
god of day baa climbed above the topmost pediment of the 
pile, pouring a golden blush upon the wide-spreading waters^ 
which almost stretch to the horizon ; for this portion of Lower 
Egypt presents nei^ly a level surface for their reception, and 
^e inundation of the Nile has now attained an unusual 
height for so early a season. Still, however, we may trace 
the upward course of the river by the lofty temples planted 
at intervals upon either bank ; while in the nearer view, 
upon the gentle eminences scattered around us, we may per- 
ceive villages, which, like green islands, shaded by groves of 
sycamore and palm-trees, pleasantly break the monotony of 
the waters, and impart a character of amenity and evea of 
picturesqueness to a scene that would otherwise wear an 
aspect of solemn and severe, not to say of stem and awful 
grandeur. 

To an inhabitant of ancient Egypt, every thing, both in 
its aspect and in its institutions, was calculated to stamp 
upon the mind grave and grand impressions. The boundless 
unbroken sky reposing upon the horizon like a vast arch of 
sapphire, animated by the all-glorious sun, which was wor- 
shipped as a living and a moving deity ; the mysterious river 
Nile, then universally supposed to be also endued with a 
divine life ; the Libyan and Arabian deserts that bounded 
the country to the east and west, suggesting every variety of 
fabulous and terrific associati(Hi ; the extensive tombs and 
catacombs, those silent cities of the dead; the sublime 
pyramids, sending back the imagination into the darkness 
of time, while their visible shadows threw a dusky line far 
athwart the plain, and their summits supplied a landmark to 
the travellers of the distant wilderness ; the colossal sphinx, 
with the temples, obelisks, and stupendous religious struct- 
ures which seemed to be the work of those enormous giants 
whose statues reared up their ponderous bulk in front of 
the massive fanes, or frowned over the solitary waste ; the 
sculptured hieroglyphics, imagined by the vulgar to lock up 
the secrets of some occult and inefifable wisdom, only known 
to the gods and the priests ; the theocratic form of the gov- 
ernment, and the mingled magnifieence, mystery, and temnr 
of the sacred ceremooiesy all eombiiied to impress upoa 
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those who came ivithin their influence a peculiar feehng of 
reverence, solemnity, and awe. 

Although y at the period of which we are writing, (he 
natural and physical ohjects had undergone little alteration, 
and were still calculated to excite an admiring wonder, their 
moral effects, except upon such of the natives as still cliSing 
to paganism, were no longer of the same mystie and awe* 
inspiring nature. Christianityi now firmly established in the 
chief Egyptian cities, had converted the temples into abodes 
of Baal, the statues into idols, the obelisks into mere records 
of ignorance and superstition ; and by thus desecrating all 
the stupendous monumeots of past grandeur, had not only 
stripped them of those supernatural associations which 
lifted them- above thmr materiality, but had in some sort 
deprived them even of their ardiitectural eminence and 
physical beauty. 

Behold 1 while we hare been thus disserting, the sun's 
rays begin to burnish the temples, towers, and buildings that 
erown an eminence on the western banks of the Nile, at an 
el(sy di^ance from the pyramids. It is the ancient city oi' 
Memphis, whose walls, not far^hort of twenty miles in cir- 
eumference, enclose numerous structures that still attest the 
magnificence of the Pltaraohs, though, since the removal of 
the seat of government to Alexandria, the old capital has 
been eclipsed by the arts and opulence of its rival ; while 
the inttroduction oi Christianity has occasioned several of 
the palaced and temples to be reduced to a desolate and 
ruinous condition. Still, however, as we are now contem* 
plating it in the fourth century, Memphis is numbered 
among the greatest and most populous of the provincial 
cities. The Nile, in this place never less than three thou- 
sand feet in breadth, is spanned by two bridges of boats, con- 
nected in the middle stream by a small island, covered with 
gardens and habitations. At the eastern extremity of the. 
bridge is the town or suburb of Babylon, and the Roman 
fortified camp, which protects the passage of the river. 
We may distinguish a few sentinels passing to and firo, but 
with the exception of these objects, and some ntarket*boats 
availing themselves <^ the first dawn of light to float towards 
the extensive quays that flank the walls of the camp, and 
appear to be protected by gigantic sphina^es at stated dis^ 
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Unces, the inhabitants of the populous Memphis seem to be 
still buried in sleep. 

' No ; a large and stately ship, that had been moored at 
the island, commits h^rselt* to the stream ; the tall gilt cross 
planted at the prow glitters in the sun ; the numerous row- 
ers ply their oars ; the hoisted sails, painted with the holy 
symbol of Christianity, are filled with a gentle breeze, and 
she floats majestically down the Nile, followed at a little 
distance by a companion of smaller size, which, from its 
construction, seems to be a war-galley. Hark I I catch the 
sound of wind-instruments proceeding from the foremost 
vessel, and now I hear the crowded passengers, whose 
white robes flutter in the breeze, chanting with loud and 
cheerful Toices,^ as they pass yonder colossal, grim-looking 
statue of the dog-headed Anubis, the fifth verse of the ninety* 
sixth psalm of David — ^< As for all the gods of the heathen, 
they are but idols, but it is the Lord that made the heavens." 
The singers are a company of bishops, presbyters, deaconS| 
acolothists, catechumens, choristers, and other sacred func« 
tionaries, who, having assembled at Memphis, are now sally- 
ing together to the oecumenical council, summoned by the 
Emperor Constantino to meet at Nice in Bithynia, in order 
to decide upon the great Arian controversy. The second 
galley contains a company of soldiers, as a guard against 
the numerous pirates by whom Egypt is always infested at 
the time of the inundation. As these warriors are also pro-* 
fessors of the Christian faith, they take up the same sacred 
strain upon approaching the great image, while several of 
the more zealous discharge their lances at it in passing, the 
whole party setting up a shout of triumph when aity of the 
weapons chance to bit the obnoxious idol. The larger ship^ 
in the mean while, is making rapid way down the stream^ 
but the author has, nevertheless, overtaken and thrown him^ 
self on board it, intending henceforth to pursue the course 
of his narrative without entering into colloquy with the 
reader. 

In this vessel, which had been sumptuously fitted and pro- 
visioned for its present object by the pious Emperor Constan- 
tino, the principal person was the venerable Alexander, 
Bishop of Alexandria and Metropolitan of Egypt, who bad 
lietaken himself to Memphis to decide who should embark 
with him, either to share or to witness the proceedings of 
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^e council ; an honour, for wbleh religious zeal or idio 
curiosity bad created more numerous candidates than could 
be well accommodated. Having made bis selection^ not 
witbout many reproaches, and even some bitterness of nbuse 
from those who were rejected, the bishop, who bad given 
notice that he should stop at several towns on bis return, in 
order to exercise the episcopal functions of ordination and 
baptism, placed the sacerdotal mitre on his head, and invested 
himself in the robes of cloth of gold which bad been pre- 
sented to hiffl by his royal master* The most remarkable 
personage among his fellow-passengers was Athanasius, 
subsequently destined to fill so conspicuous a station in the 
ecclesiastical history of the age, though now only a young 
and comely deacon of Alexandria, whom the bishop bad 
^chosen, on .account of his bold resolute character^ ready elo- 
quence^ argumentative ingenuity, and inflexible ortbodoxyy 
to accompany him to the council as his rhetorician and ex- 
positor. Libya, Upper Egypt, and Ethiopia and Arabia, 
had contributed the remainder of the pious assemblage^ 
whose marked, singular, sun-burnt physiognomies, as well as 
the variety of their dialects^ though . they mostly used the 
Greek language, attested the diversity of their origin. la 
their vestments, however, there was some degree of uni- 
formity ;. for though their bieraxcbical degrees and ranks 
were carefully marked by some distinctive badge, which 
several of them took manifest pride in displaying, the majority 
Wore cassocks of white, with a cross embroidered upon the 
bosom. There were a few lay passengers^, mostly people of 
distinction, whose flaunting robes, exhibiting that predilec- 
tion for gorgeous coloxirs and rich ornaments which has 
ever characterized the people of the East, presented a 
pointed contrast to the simple garments of the ecclesiastics^ 
and the coarse attire of the sailors. 

After having chanted the triumphant psalm elicited by 
the sight of the large statue of Anubi&, Alexander gathered 
bis companions around hint, as in a-synod, and reminding 
them of the great all- important cause in which they were 
embarked, expressed his hope that, as zealous members of 
the church militant, they would wield the sword which 
heresy had drawn from the scabbard, to cut off the head of 
the hated monster itself. 

^^ We are deputed by tbe Catholic diurches of the East,'* 
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■aid the biahop, who, though a good and naturaUj kind- 
hearted man, was by no means deficient in the exquisite 
rancour of theological hatred^ and shared the prevailing 
notion that vituperation was at once an evidence of zeal and 
a substitute for argument : ^^ we are deputed to the council 
that we may trample down and anathematize finally and for 
ever the false, impious, schismatical, and damnable heresies 
of those execrable wretches commonly known by the name 
Arians, or, as I may more fitly term them, Ario-maniacs. 
Let us, my brethren, even with our latest Ineatb, and under 
persecution and torture, should we be ever exposed to such 
trials, unflinchingly maintain the great fundamental and soul- 
saving doctrine of the Homousion, or coosubstantiality of 
the Father and the Son, as opposed to the lying, detestable^ 
and devilish dogma of the Homoiousion, which maintains a 
mere similitude of substance. The former word is of more 
importance to us than all the law and the pr.o{>hets ; or 
rather, it is the concentrated essence of their divine wisdom ; 
and if the celestial cross revealed in the heavens to our most 
religious emperor b<Nre upon it the miraculous inscription-— 
^ In this sign conquer!' — ahagiograph which has since been 
transferred to all the standards of our army,— so should the 
sons of the church, when they unfurl at Nice the banners of 
the true and orthodox faith, inscribe upon its surface, and 
ever wear in their heart of hearts, the watchword of consub- 
stantiaHsts, the paramount, vital, and all-embracing Homou- 
sion!" 

This address, which 'extended itself to a much greater 
length, and entered into more abstruse points of contro- 
versial divinity than it is consistent with the nature of our 
work to record, was received with unanimous and zealous 
shouts of, 

^* Long live the most reverend Alexander, the champion 
of the Homousion ! Down with the Similitudioariaas I Death 
to the schismatical Ario-maniacs !'' 

When this devout ebullition had subsided, Athanasius the 
deacon, who acted as precentor for the occaeion, divided the 
assembUige into two parties, and instructing them in the 
antiphon^ mode of singing the verses alternately, which 
was then recently introduced, and has ccmtinued to b<i prao- 
tised in our choirs ever since, selected for their performanoe 
th« fijflh Psalin. When they came to the third verae--^^^ My 




SESAgnAV A3X» LTMA. 69 

▼oiee riialt thou hear betimes, O Lord ! earfy in Ae moining 
will I direct tnj prayer unto thee, and will look up !"'— time 
uras something inexpressibly affecting, and even suUime, in 
the effect of the deep-toned sonorous chant floating hi and 
uride over the smooth sil^it waters, and the solemn upturned 
countenances of the singers ; while the morning sun, now 
blazing above the height of Heliopolis, threw a golden bloom 
over the whole surface of the inundated country, brightly 
irradiating the many-templed city of Memphis., the lofty 
obelisks and idols that flanked the river, and the majestic 
pyramids in the distance, which, from the effect of the clear 
atmosphere that surrounded them,, now assumed a bluish 
tint, and seemed to be semitransparent. 

Just as the psalm was finished, some little bustle was 
occasioned on board the vessel by the anxiety of the captain 
and sailors to avoid a rocky promontory ahead of them, which 
gave a sudden bend to the river, and a dafngerous accelera- 
tion to its contracted stream^ By the skill of the mariners, 
however, the strait was happily passed, and they had no 
eooner gained the opposite side of the rock, and found them- 
selves in smooth water, than all eyes were directed to the 
green slope, shaded by [mlms, fig-trees, and sycamores, 
which, shelving down from (he crag, was presently enclosed 
and formed into a' peninsula by the river. Towards the lower 
extremity of this plat our voyagers discovered, lying upon 
the blood-stained grass, several dead bodies, with prostrate 
wretches besnde them, whose faint groans and feeble signs 
ibr help, as they beheld an approaching chance of succour, 
betrayed them to be desperately wounded, if ndt in the very 
agonies of de^th. Equally amazed and afllecied at this piteous 
spectacle, Bishop Alexiinder gave orders that the sails should 
be instantly lowered, and the anchor dropped, when himself, 
Athanasius, and several of their companions, getting hastily 
into a small boat, and giving orders that six of the soldiers 
•should follow them as a guard, hurried to the island. Upon 
reaching it, their astonishment was increased at beholding, 
in the midst of this scene of carnage, the scattered symbols of 
peace and festivity, and the remains of an abundant banquet. 
Overtorned tables, and a subverted altar, trampled fruits, 
Tiands, and garlands, torches still burning upon the blackened 
grass, dispersed skins and barrels from which the wine had 
been left to run out, and broken instruments of music, were 
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miogied with gory Hvords, reeking daggers^ ensanguined 
arrows, and the bodies of the dead and wounded combatants, 
the fierceness of whose struggle was attested by the torn 
soil, which was in many places poached with wine and blood, 
though there was nothing to indicate the cause of the deadly 
conflict, or to explain what had become of the victors. "' The 
Goddess of Discord," observed a young presbyter, who was 
one of the few that had landed, ^^ appears to have changed a 
joyous festival into a Lapithaean battle ; but how this was 
accomplished we are not likely to learn, for the wounded 
men who yet survive, and who are evidently a foreign race, 
speak a language which none of us can comprehend." Alex- 
ander, mildly reproving the speaker for alluding to heathen 
goddesses and fabulous Lapith«B, a custom but too prevalent 
among the younger converts to Christianity, desired him to 
bestow all his attention upon the wounded, who might very 
possibly belong to the true faith, instead of losing time in 
vain speculations upon the origin of their disaster. While 
the bishop was employed in the charitable office he had thus 
enjoined, he heard groans at a little distance ahead of him, 
and, advancing beyond a low fragment of rock, beheld a 
sight that filled him with renewed amazement. Seated at 
the foot of the crag, a richly attired girl, whose surpassing 
beauty could not be concealed, even by her dislievelled locks, 
her air of profound grief, and her fast- falling tears, supported 
in her lap the head of a young man covered with wounds, 
who appeared to have fainted from the k>3s of blood, if his 
closed eyes, and the ghastliness of his cheek, might not 
rather intimate that he was already dead. Beside him, and 
gazing upon his pallid features, stood a l^rge Cretan hound, 
discoloured with blood, who, with bristling Irnir and flashing 
eyes, disclosed his white fangs in a menacing snarl as the 
visitant approached, although he evinced no intention of 
quitting the prostrate body to attack him. He became 
pacified at a word from the female, around whose head a 
bridal wreath was entwined, a gilded quiver hung from her 
shoulders, and her garments were profusely decorated with 
flowers and ornaments. Attributing, however, some hostile 
intention to her unexpected visitant, whose pastoral staff 
was probably mistaken for a weapon, she gently lowered the 
head of the wounded man to the ground, started upon her 
feet, and snatching up a bow and arrow^. placed herself 
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before the body in an attitude of defenee, and with a look of 
resolution, almost of fierceness, which, while it lent a sudden 
sparkle to her tear-dimmed eye, and a becoming flush to her 
cheek, showed her to be well prepared for launching the 
arrow which she had now drawn to its head ; while the 
hound, with furious baying, manifested an equal determina- 
tion to bar all hostile approach. 

At the cry of surprise, and perhaps of alarm, uttered by 
the bishop, some of his companions and several of the sol- 
diers ran to the spot ; the latter, as they beheld the beautiful 
stranger, whom a pagan might well indeed have mistaken 
for a divinity, exclaiming, <<lt is Diana I It is Diana! hail 
to the goddess of \he silver bow I" while they reverentially 
kissed their hands towards her, as in the act of homage. 
Others, observing the wreath around her head^ ejaculated 
the name of Isis, and would have made the act of adoration, 
had they not been angrily rebuked by the bishop, who told 
them that they were little worthy to wear the cross embla- 
zoned on their shields, helmets, and banner, since it appeared 
that they had not yet discarded their belief in the fabulous 
deities of the pagans. Meanwhile the stranger, having 
momentarily contemplated the assemblage before her with 
a searching and assured look, unbent her bow, replaced the 
arrow in its quiver, calmed the angry hound, and advanced 
with a firm step and a majestic mien. At the glitter of her 
rich dress, and the tinkling of her ornaments, as she came 
out into the bright sun, a religious awe, mingled with ad- 
miration, thrilled through the bosoms of the soldiers who 
had but recently been won from the ranks of heathenism, 
and they drew respectfully back to let her pass, at the same 
time crossing themselves as if for protecftion : but she paused 
at a little distance, exclaiming in Greek, *VBy your dress 
you should be Roman soldiers, and if there be any among 
ye who understand the Greek language, I -implore ye by 
Jupiter the protector, by all the gods of Greece and Egypt, 
and by your hopes of Elysium, to afford instant succour to 
yonder wounded man, who, without some prompt aid, must 
bleed to death." 

^Maiden, dismiss your apprehensions, and be of good 
cheer," replied Alexander ; ^' I am myself a Greek, and 
well-disposed to assist one who appears to be of the same 
nation, although, by your adjuration of the false gods of the 
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beathen, youveem unfortunately to be a stranger to the aanng 
trutiM of Christianity. Let me examine your wounded friend, 
that i may see what aid I can afford him." He was advan- 
cing for this purpose, when Athanasius, who had now come 
up, restrained him by the cassock, ezclaimingy *^ Forgive 
this liberty, ray most reverend patron and master, but before 
you place yourself in communication with yonder seeming 
ifemaJe, or come within the sphere of her fascinations, I 
implore you to reflect whether it may not- be a beautiful 
demon conjured up by Satan for the purpose of ensnaring 
you, or some of your followers. The whole scene around 
us wears the aspect of some spectral illusion ; what we 
imagine to be dead and dying bodies may be phantom forms 
hauntmg us for someainister and evil object ; and I beseech 
you to recollect the precaution of Cyril, the pious blacksmith 
of Scythopolis, who, when a beautiful female presented 
herself to him as he was working at his forge, and would 
liave tempted him to sin, plucked a red hot iron from the 
fire, and branded her on tiie forehead, whereupon she as* 
euroed the form of a demon, and ran away screaming.'' 

^ This maiden invites me not to sin," said Alexander with 
a smile, ^^but to perform a deed of charity, which is in 
accordance with the dictates of our holy religion. More- 
over, ( have no hot iron, even were I disposed to submit 
her to its ordeal; but I will make the sign of the cross, 
extending towards her my pastoral staff as I advance ; and 
if you, good Athanasius, whose youth may expose you to 
stronger temptation, are afraid to accompany me, you may 
e'en leave me to accomplish the adventure alone, and abide 
liere until I return." 

Somewhat piqued at this implied doubt of his virtue, which 
had been hitherto deemed unassailable, Athanasius, with a 
etern and defying look, followed his diocesan, who^ having 
.devoutly crossed himself, and protruded bis pastoral staff, the 
head of which displayed the holy symbol and inscription 
first seen by Constantino, suffered himself to be conducted 
by the beautiful stranger to the foot of the crag. On 
reaching it, she threw herself upon the ground beside the 
wounded man, parted the dark locks that were scattered 
confusedly over his ghastly, but still handsome features, 
and gazed upon him with a look of mingled tenderness, 
anxiety, and love, exclaimed in touching accents, <^ Sebas- 
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tian S dearest Sebastian ! look up ; speak to me. Oh ! tell 
me that you live ; let me once more be blessed with the 
sound of your Toico, or here I svirear to sacrifice myself 
upon your body ^ that our ghosts may seek the Stygiaa shades 
together." 

A wailful cry from the hound, 9s he gazed anxiously 
upan the features of his insensible master^^was for some time 
' the only answer to this pas«onate adjuration. At length, 
however, a deep sigh escaped from the su0er^r^ he slowly 
opened his eyes, fixed them languishingly upon the face that 
overhung him^ and ejaculating in a faint whisper, <^ Beloved 
Lydia, are you safe 1" again relapsed into insensibility* 

^* He lives! he lives,!*' shouted the maiden, with a voica 
and look of ecstasy, as throwing herself upon her knees at 
the feel of the bishop, and clasping jier uplifted hands, she 
would again have supplicated assistance for her friend, had 
cot her voice been stified in an uncontrollable burst of teaiv 
and sobs. With the eloquence of passion and deep feeling 
she appealed to Alexander and his companions, as soon as 
she had recovered speech, imploring their good offices, while 
she snatched off her scarf, tore it hastily into shreds, applied 
one of them as a fresh bandage to the sufferer, and implored 
the bystanders, as they loved the celestial and dreaded the 
infernal deities, to assist her in her charitable work. 

Perverted must be the nature and callous the heart of that 
man who can contemplate without deep emotion a kneeling 
and a weeping female, eyen although she possess not the 
additional and almost irresistible persuasives of youth and 
beauty. The sight of Lydia's deep grief, and of her partici- 
pation in the common sympathies of human beings — for there 
could be little doubt that the objectof her solicitude washer 
lover — -immediately convinced the soldiers that she was a 
beautiful and afflicted woman ; and though their misplaced 
reverence was dissipated, it was succeeded by the same feel- 
ings of tenderness and commiseration which had already peiv* 
etrated the bosom of the aged bishop, and even softened 
that of the stern and mistrusting Athanasius. The contrast 
of her^gay and splendid attire, which was that of a festal 
bride, rendered ifye spectacle of her distress still more afiTect^ 
ing. All parties lent a quick and willing assistance in the 
removal of the wounded Sebastian, the soldiers seeming to 
forget their rugged nature as they bore hira towards the boat, 

Vol. IL— D 




74 XOXAVCE OF THE ^ARLY AGB8. 

under the anxipds directions 6f Lydia, who walked by his 
side holding hia hand, which she frequently pressed to her 
lips and moistened with her tears. Occasionally she was 
obliged to step over the dead bodies that bestrewed the littfe 
island, or to trample the scattered remnants of the feast — 
objects which excited the busy conjectures of her companions, 
but which she passed unheeded, having no thought, and 
apparently no emotion, save for Sebastian, and uttering no 
sound except a shuddering cry whenever a drop of his blood 
fell upon her hand or upon her robes. On reaching the 
water the hound jumped into the boat, whence he was 
ejected by one of the soldiers, who thought, perhaps, that 
there was little room for additional passengers; but the 
, animal swam by the side of the boat, and was finally, at the 
urgent instances of Lydia, received on board the vessel. In 
order to console her, as far as possible, 4be bishop declared 
bis conviction that none of her companion's wounds were 
dangerous ; adding, that he would receive the most skilful 
treatment from the surgeon, and solemnly promising for both 
parties inviolable respect, and all the assistance that it was 
in his power to bestow. 



CHAPTER II. 

Thrbs other expiring wretches, who, with Sebastian, 
seemed to be the sole survivors of the desperate affray which 
had converted the green and smiling island into a scene of 
carnage, were, by the orders of the bishops borne off to the 
ship, the pious passengers being all equally amazed, while 
some were deeply scandalized at the addition to their com- 
pany of a yoQng and charming l^male, attired, as it appeared, 
like a pagan goddess. While the object of this emotion re- 
tired to the cabin to assist the sui^eon in dressing the wounds 
of her lover, the dissatisfaction excited by her presence began 
to manifest itself in vehement murmurs «nd misgivings. 
Gathering themselves upon the deck in knots and clusters, 
the holy brethren reminded one anodier how often the her- 
mits of the desert and the wayfaring Christians had been 
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tempted by similar devices of tbe devil, who bad, in all prob- 
ability, set this snare for them, either to occasion the fall of 
some devout individual of their numberv against whom he 
had. conceived a grud^^ or to throw a discredit upon their 
ivhoie l^ody, by affording a handle for the calumnies of theiv 
Arian adversaries ; wretches wbo^ as it was well known, 
never hesitated at an accusation or a perjury, when they had 
an opportunity of slandering the Catholics. Athanasius, now 
that Lydia was out of ^ght, relapsed intahis first uncharita- 
ble suspicion that she might indeed be an evil spirit in female 
form ; and an Egyptian deacon from Thebes, -remembering 
to have dreamed that a. crocodile had crawled aboard their 
vessel. and carried offoneof the crew, submitted this phantasm 
of his sleep to an Arabian presbyter, celebrated for his suc- 
cess in expounding visions. Tbe seer, having turned up his 
long beard over his face and eyes, and sat for some time in 
mute abstraction, in order, as he said, that be might look 
inwards, gave it as bis unqualified opinion that the crocodile 
was the type of the fair stranger, who, after the manner of 
that deceitful animal, had been seen to weep as she came 
on board, though he would not undertake to specify the indi- 
vidual who was to be the victim of her diabolical arts, and 
perhap9 to be whisked away, after he had been deluded and 
betrayed, to the infernal regions. 

At this announcement there was a general cry that the 
tempter, who, like another Jon^b, might occasion the loss 
of their vessel if sbe remained among them, should be im- 
mediately thrown overboarjd ; several observing, with the 
same humane logic which has in. later times been often made 
the pretext for destroying^ a suspected witch, that if the party 
Inculpated were innocent, she would infallibly swim to land ; 
whereas, if, she were guilty and sank to the bottom, she 
would evidently deserve her fate. They were proceeding 
in a tumultuous manner to seek their metropolitan, in order 
to ask his sanction for this notable ordeal when their atten- 
tion was excited by three ravens, flying across the Nile at a 
little distance from the ship. As Christianity, so far from 
baving expelled the general belief in signs and omens, was 
thought to have been frequently supported and confirmed by 
Bucb manifestations, the most distinguished professors of the 
new faith were often the most deeply imbued with supersti- 
tion 'f and it was no wonder, therefore, that the gazers 
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shouM watch (be Htghi of the signifi^nt rarens wHh an 
interest which for a mdment superseded every other par* 
pose. Some soggested that their Dumber bore evident 
aUusion to the Trinity, the great cause which they were 
commissioned to uphold in the conning council ; while others 
regretted that they could not give an unequivocal interpreta* 
tion to their language, as they passed croaking over their 
heads. In answer to tlie latter remark, one of the soldiers 
observed, hatf-jestingly, that their voices were intelligible 
enongh, since they distinctly proiH>unced the words, ** eras I 
eras !^'* a solution which seemed to the reverend assemblageto 
be so well supported by the evidence of their ears, that it 
was very seriously entertained by all except the Arabian 
wizard, who ridiculed tife notion of a layman and a common 
soldier becoming an expounder of the language of birds, as 
if he were as great a magician as Apollonius Thyaneus. 
Many humble persons, it w)is urged by the others, had 
unconsciously been made oracular instruments; and ths 
soldier's translation of the croak was therefore implicitly 
received as a divine intimation that their intended purpose 
of throwing the suspicious beauty^^verboard should be 
deferred until the morrow. 

The bishop, well convinced by the interchange of a fen 
words with Lydia, that she had nothing of supematoral, still 
less of evil quality in her composition, smiled at the appre- 
hensions of his clergy, when they^were communicated to 
him, though heat once saw and admitted the handle for 
slander and base insinuation, which the retention of so 
beautiful a girl on board the sacred vessel might afford to 
^ the not less watchful than malignant Arians. 

While he was about to explain thisdifiiculty to Lydia, and 
to propose thftt herself and her wounded friend Should be put 
ashore at the first town they might pass, a swarthy, wild-lock- 
ing Ethiopian, who had thrown a cassock over bis shaggy 
goat-skin dress, and become one of the rural bishops among 
the cave-dwelling Troglodytes, burst into the cabii), holding 
up a bundle of half- withered leaves. *' Most reverend sir,*- 
he exclaimed in barbarous Greek, ^* it is known to you, that 
at Csesarea Philippi, near the fountains of the Jordan, there 
stands a statue of our blessed Saviour, which is an exact and 

* The Latin for *• To-morrow ! to-morrowf* \ 
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fKimne resemblance of his humanity. At the foot of this 
kiiage» and reaching up to the borders of the garinentf there 
grows a plant, nowhere else to beibund^ which is a sovereign 
remedy against aU diseases. Arnving at diia spot on a late 
missionary excursion, I b^tized several converts with the 
waters of the Jordan, and. gathered some of the leaves of 
this panacea^ which I have ever borne in my bosom. Never- 
iheless, we have a miscreant on board from Mount Sinai,—- 
I suspect bim to be a concealed Arian,— who doubts the fad 
of these leaves having been thus gathered \ and in order ta 
confound so odious a skeptic, and establish my own truths 
I request permissiojri lo try their miraculous powers upon 
one c^ the wounded men whom you are now succouring.'' 

Lydia, whose mingled credulity and afiection led iter to 
grasp at any experiment that promised to restore her lover, 
saatcbed the proffered leaves^ «nd with her own hands bound 
them gently over her patient *s wounds ; immediately after 
wbicb application, extousted by lus previous sufferings and 
tiie loDg jMrivation of rest, he fell into a deep s^eep. Alex» 
mader DOW stated, that as the vessel was bound for the Pro- 
pontis, which might be an inconvenient destination for her- 
eelf and her friend, it would be better that they should be 
landed at the town then in sight, where they would be able 
to procure surgical assistance^ and whence they could easily 
obtain a coovejranee^ whithersoever they might be bound* 
Lydia, however, declaring that the vicinity of the Propontis 
was the very spot th^ were the most anxious to reach, 
earnestly implomi that they might not be left among stran<^ 
gers and SgyptiaoSi especially as the pirates, from whom 
they had just escaped, had deprived them of all pecuniary 
xoeans for prosecutii^ their journey ; and when the bishop 
urged the inJAirious calumnies to which her presence among 
•A assemblage of divines might afibrd a pretext, she replied 
with an indignant blush, that to remove tha objection she 
would willingly occupy the small boat which was towed at 
tbearsiem, provided she might return on board once every 
day to dress the wounds of her lover. 

WoB by Ji«r aoxsous idiportunities, Alexander, whose 
Baturally benevolent heart was steeled only against the 
ArianS) recommended her to compose, herself to rest, €d 
which shoieeeaied to be scarcely less in need than her patient, 
SAfei aaeeodiag to the dedt, meirtioiied tbe^padicBt whid^ 
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Ljdia had herself suggested for obviating all cause of re- 
proach, and reconi mended its adoption. He found but few ' 
and inattentive auditors, for the majority were engaged in a 
keen and fierce controversy respecting some heretical opinion 
broached by one of the company, whom his companions 
were assaiting witii M the vituperative terms which the 
theological vocabulary then supplied in such exuberant 
profusion. Deaf to the inquiries and remonstrances of their 
diocesan, their contention was-susiained with unabated viru- 
lence, until they reached a temple i>f Apis, in front whereof 
the Egyptian priests and people, who on this spot still obsti* 
nately adhered to paganism, were 4m aking sacrifice, and pi^s- 
trating themselves before a black ox: a sight which awa- 
kened such general indignation among the Christians, that 
they suspended their altercation, simultaneously launching at 
the idolaters every opprobrious epithet they could command ; 
while one of the soldiers, more zealous than his companions* 
shot an arrow among them, and wounded a subordinate 
priest. Fired at this unprovoked aggression, their pontiff, a 
huge naked-armed Egyptian, snatching up a bow and arrow, 
ran down to the water^s edge, and ivith a furious voice and 
gesture demanded where the Deity of the CfaristiansTesided. 
^^ In the heavens I'* replied Alexander, expecting that the 
arrow would be levelled at him in return, but awaiting the 
danger with undaunted heart. The Egyptian, however, in a 
paroxysm of impious plirensy, drew his shafl to the head, 
pointed it upwards, launched it with all his force at the sky, 
and muttering imprecations against the Christians, hurried 
back to his temple, the door of which he had scarcely reached, 
wherii, according to the historian who has furnished thisinci* 
dent, the descending arrow, falling upon his uncovered head, 
killed him on the spot i The soldiers, seeing in the audacious 
act which had drawn down this judgment-a plea for their 
own violence, how sent a flight of arrows among the sacri- 
ficers, which wounded some and killed others ; whiles so 
little value was then attaclied to human life, especially where 
the victims were pagans, that even the ministers of that 
benevolent religion which enjoins peace and good will to all 
men, could behold the sufiferings and ^euXh ihjos ic^ieted sot 
only with indifference, but even with n feeling of complaceney. 
This occurrence having cooled, or at least diverted the 
ardour of thediapiitantsi sone of them were now siiffieieiitly 
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composed to relate to the bishop the cause of their contro- 
versial strife, and to demand the punishment of the heretic 
in whom it had originated. Among the company on board 
there was a Greek rhetorician, oneof thecatechumens, whose 
natural acuteness having been sharpened in the schools o£ 
Alexandria by the practice of reducing alt sorts of spiritual 
subtleties and distinctions to the test of logici h^d enabled 
him, as he sat upon the deck> conning over the creed of 
the consubstantialisis, to, strike -out a syllogism, which was 
calculated tp overthrow their whole doctrine, and conse- 
quently to afford a triumph to the Arians. In their inability 
to rebut his quibbling by the same species of sophistry and 
verbal trifling, which was then considered the test of truth, 
bis companions, ooiling with rage, had poured upon him a 
torrent of clamorous abuse, in which little could be distin* 
guished except the words schismatic, heretic, blaspheinerf 
Arian, and Homoiottsibs. 

Nothing could exceed the consternation of the bishop 
when he fi:)und that the Ark of Qrthodoxy, for thus in his. 
spiritual pride had he christened bis vessel, was profaned by 
the presence of such an audacious heretic. More than once 
he actually looked down at the offender's sandals, expecting 
to see the cloven feet peep from beneath his robes ; and it 
may be questioned whether the presence of Belzebub himself, 
in proprid perdond, cou\d have inspired him with a more 
profound horror. The boat was ordered to the vessel's side, 
for all argument was entirely out of the question ; he was 
thrust contemptuously into it, and the sailors were ordered 
to put him instantly ashore ; during which operation the 
inflamed faces and vociferous invectives of the accusers 
found a provoking contrast in tlie calm contemptuous smile 
of the self-satisfied delinquetit, as with crossed arms he tran-^ 
^qilly said, '^ I feel infinitely flattered by this fury, — it shows 
that you cannot answer me. Refbte my syllogism ; refute 
'my syllogism ; T arn ready to go to the stake or the block for 
my syllogism :" words which he continued iterating till he 
was no longer audible. 

The bishop's proposition respecting^ Lydia, the fair stran- 
ger, now met a mose favourable reception, for the Arabian 
expounder of dreams gave it as his amended opinion, that the 
erocodile figured in the vision bore allusion to the heretic 
whom Um^ hadiust expelled, — an interpretation wbkb even 
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Athanasitrs himself seemed to consider the more correct onet 
when he recollected that the party in question iiad shown 
bim a seal, on which an alligator was engraved. The Ethio* 
pian bishop, too, and his opponent, who had made bets upon 
the recovery of the woonded Sebastian, being now anxious 
that he should be retained on board, eagerly seconded the 
proposition of their diocesan, to which their companions no 
longer made any objecttona. This point being settled, the 
reverend assemblage employed themselves in weighing and 
comparing various confessions of faith, almost every bishop 
being a candidate for the honour of drawing up a creed so 
faultless that it should secure general adoption by the eoon- 
cii. In balancing syllables and even letters, and in hotly 
canvassing differences infinitely too minute to be perceptibfo 
to any but a hair-splitting theologian, they passed the time 
until the hour of dinner, the materials for which had been 
provided by the emperor, with his customary munificence 
to the clergy. The tables, spread upon the deck, and shel- 
tered by an awning from the sun, were quickly covered with 
a handsome repast, to which the reverend company were well 
disposed to do justice, forgetting, in this pleasanter pursuit, 
all spiritual cavils, and not ihsensible to the infiuenoe of the 
cheermg wine-cup, although it was circulated with great 
moderation. Cheerfulness and hilarity were, however, by no 
means deemed inconsistent with a proper decorum ; the dis- 
creet jest was encouraged rather than checked by the food- 
humoured metropolitan at the headof the table, while his suffra- 
gans and presbyterscondescended tolangh roost heartily at the 
antic gestures and vivacious drolleries of his slave, a litde^ 
corpulent, bald-headed, merry-eyed man of fifty, whose name 
was Msi-k, It was the duty of this person to take charge of 
the oil, trim the lamps, and perform other menial offices m 
the church at Alexandria ; but the bishop, in his moments 
of relaxation from study and duty, found such amusement in 
the freedoms and sallies of hia slave, that he generally made 
him his attendant when iie travelled ; though it might be 
difficult to say what services he could render on the present 
excursion, except in enacting the part of jestier aiid bufibon* 
Tbie he had successfully done in mimicking to the life tfae 
eriee and fet^ures of Uie worshippers of Apis, when they 
had lately b^en dispersed by a Higfat of am>ws ; as weil as m 
bniesqiiing the qoibbice and aiKOga&t eooo^t of the rbete^ 



rieian just expelled from the vessel ; and he now eAed per- 
mission to sing a song of his own composition, entitled, 
** The last dying speech and confession of the pagan immor- 
tals." The very name of his ditty insuring a smiling absent 
from hn mastfiff he cleared his voice, called out silence! 
with a moat authoritative atr, made two or three mock 
lioariflhei upon the gamut, aud then sang as folio wa:-— 

Altek and alas f it hath now eoihe to para, 
That the (rods of Oiy mpua, those choati of the world. 

Who baatboosled each clime hwn tho burthday of Time, 
JUa at kni^ ftoin thoir jnoiuitabank ominenco kurl'd. 

Ob their cold altar-stone are no ofibrinaa thrown. 
And their worahtpless worships no passenger greets, 

Though they still may have praise for amending our ways, 
if their statues are broken for paving the streets* 

The Deus Opt; Max. of these Idols and quacks ^ 

Is BOW fhnist in a comer for children to flout. 
And the red thunder-brand he still grasps in his hand. 

Lights not Japiter Tonates to grope his way out 

Their Magntts Apollo no longer we foTlow, ' 

He*s rofited and flouted and laid on the shel^ 
And no poel^s address wiU now roMh him unless 

He can play his own lyre and flatter faimselfi 

As fbr Bacchus, tbe sot, he has drain*d his last pot, -~ 

And must lay in the grave bis intoxicate head. 

For although by hts aid he his rotaries made 
Pull 6flea dead drunk, they have now drank him dead. 

On Mars, battlers lord ! eaast thou not draw a aword. 

As forth from its, temple thy statue we toss? 
We want not thy lance, «ince our legions advance 

Beneath the biessM banner of Constantine^s cross. 

Juno, Venus, and Pallas, to shame were so callous, 
And have always so widely ftom decency swerved, 

Mm it well might bo urged, if their statues were scourged 
And then thrown io the keanel, their doom was desenrad.- 

The pontiffs and priests, who have lost all their feasts, 
And the oracles, shorn of their hecatomb herds. 

Having nothing to carve, if they d««n*t wish to starve, 
Huat fta^ upon fi Jseh o ods and eat their owft weeds, 

D3 
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O^ex tliese mountebatiks dea^ he this epitaph read, 
** The gods, priests* and oracles buried beneath, 

Who were ever at strife which should lie most in Ufoy 
Here lie all alike in corruption and death." 

Aa in the present instaDce, laughter itself partook in some 
respects of an orthodox character, Mark's song was received 
with ctnbounded chiickiing and glee by hb reverend auditorst 
who, in the weit-spread board and brimming wine*cup3 before 
them, felt the advantage of the imperial dominant religion, 
and conld enjoy with a double relish tbeir 4riuroph »ver the 
now half-starved hierarchy oi the pagans. Not that they 
were generally actuated by worldly^ still less by sensual 
motives ; almost every individual on board would have 
gladly gone to the stake in the great Homousion cause; but, 
as this wa9 the first r^ign in which Christian had become 
the state religion, its professors might reasonably rejoice in 
those temporal advantages and external glories which, while 
4hey manifested its supremacy over the heathen worship, 
were so well calculated to win converts from all ranks. 

Shortly after the conclusion of their meal, they cast anchor 
at a town on the western banks of the Nile, where the bishop 
went asliore, amid the rejoicings of the local clergy and their 
"flocks, who hailed him as the great champion of thoconsuh- 
stantialists, and accompanied him in procsession to the 
church, in which he performed baptism. Here also be 
preached a sermon, a practice unknown to the pagan wor* 
ship, but one from which Christianity had derived such 
eminent advantage, that it was a privilege usually restricted 
to the bishops, though occasionaly aUowed to be exercised 
by discreet presbyters. It may be doubtful how far our 
metropolitan's discourse was calculated to advance the cause 
of which he was the advocate ; but it was at least injurious 
to that of the Arians, who possessed a chapel in the to^n, 
which his congregation, inflamed by the invectives he 
launched against those heretics, immediately proceeded to 
^demolish, maltreating and wounding many of its occupants 
as they were engaged in prayer. Careless as to tlie sufferings 
and probable <leath which he had thus drawn down upon 
his fellow Christians, who only differed from him in a vowel 
or a dipthOng, Alexander returned on board, and with th« 
most tender solicitude inquired ipto the state of the four 
pi^ans whom he had left in the hands of the sui|feon. 
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Sebastian was still asleep, and Lydia intently watering by 
bis side ; one of the wounded men had expired during bis 
absence, and the others were in a state wbicb the surgeon 
considered to be hopeless. 

At sunset the fair stranger was transferred into the small 
half-decked boat, of wbicb she was th& sole occupant, and 
the boly brethren, having performed prayers and chanted 
a hymn, retired for the night to their respective cribs. In 
the morning it was announced that the two other wounded 
men were dead, while Sebastian, having slept soundly, felt 
himself surprisingly recovered, experiencing but little pain 
from the severe injuries he had received, though his loss of 
Ixiood had left him in a state of great debility^ When this 
intelligence was made known to Lydia before ^e came on 
board, she returneid thanks, and made vows to Esculapius in a 
transport of passionate joy and gratitude 9 while the reverend 
passengers gathering around the patient's bed, and attribut- 
ing bis amended state to the marvellous powers of the leaves 
applied to bis wounds, shouted out — ^' A miracle ! a mira- 
cle!" exclamations in which none were so vociferous as the 
swarthy Ethiopian, who danced about the cabin in a devout 
€CBtaay, tatinting, and- even twitching the beard of the skep- 
tic for having presuihed to^ doubt the efficacy of his panacea. 

The bishop, attended by some of bis suffragans, went 
ashore at different towns to visit the flocks of the faithful, a 
term which was of couf se limited to those of the general of 
Catholic church. No incident occurred worth commemo- 
rating, unless we may notic& the rapid convalescence of 
Sebastian, until they emerged from the mouths of the Nile 
into the Mediterranean Sea, when, in a gale of wind> they 
were separated from the guard ship, and shortly afterward 
perceived a largo vessel bearing down upon them crowded 
with men^ and clearly recognised as belonging to an Arian 
pirate, who had for some time past infested that coast) 
directing his attacks chiefly against the consubstantialists, 
whose sacred vessel, the Ark of Orthodoxy, it was his pro- 
fessed object to capture* Alexander, deprived as he was of 
the soldiers who had been appointed to accompany him in 
the anticipation of this special emergency, felt his courage 
inflamed rather than damped by the impending danger, and 
ordered the steersrpan to continue their appointed course, 
professing bis belief tbat^ if they were attacked, Heaven 




wimid iATaUttily tnterTere, and deliver the orUiodoz believers 
in tbe great H<imoiiaion principle from all asaaulbi of the 
knpious and heretical Arians. 

^^ What would be said/' he demanded with a loud and 
animated voice, ^ were the Ark of Oftbodozy to fly before 
the heretics ?. U would be an indelible disgrace to us and to 
eur cause. No, we will sail right forward, into the very 
jaws of the dmgon of heterodoxy ; and the same hand that 
deiiverisd the Israelites from the host of Sennacherib, will 
send his destroying angel to smite to pieces and dash down 
into the deep this leviathan of the Arians!'* 

Athiiiiastus, however, whose courage, though tcdomitabk^ 
was alwa^'s tetmpered with discretkm, condemning this te- 
nierity of purpose as an unwarrantable tempting of HeaveRt 
strenuously recommended that they should hurry back with 
all speed to Alexandria ; and when his advice was loudly 
stigmatized by 9orne of the more zealous brethern, who pro- 
fessed their readiness to undergo martyrdom in the good 
cause, as a pusillanimous flight, he vindicated the counsel he 
had given by the practice of the apostles and martyrs, as well 
as by varioMB examples from Holy Writ. 

^^ U there he any sin,^ he observed, addresing himself te 
bta fHocesau, ** in avoiding persecution and violence, there 
is much more in needlessly (irovoking it; since the one isto- 
prf^vent murder, Ihe other to commit it. The caution and 
self preservation winch you brand with the name of coward** 
ice is only the wisdom of the serpent enjoined in the Scrip- 
ture, and practiced hy Jut*.^, Moses, David, £ltas, by the 
eons of the propliets whom Ohadiah concealed ; by the aposo 
ties, particularly by St. Paul at Damascus ; and several times 
by our blessed Saviour, whosufl^ered not himself to be appre- 
hended till his hour was come ; and in conformity to whose 
czample the martyrs of old avoided the fury of their perse- 
cutors til] such time as it pleased God to deliver them into 
tlietr hand-s when they cheerfully met and en)braced the 
dispertsation. If he who C(»mu»itted involuntary homicide 
among the Jews might fly to a city of refuge, much more 
may the true Caihoiie endeavour to escape from his unright- 
eous pinsuer^, having received an express commandment 
from his great Master, when he is persecuted in one city to 
flee to another.'* 

^ But the wide ocean is not a city,*' cried a zealoQs sdio* 
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lastieaSy or joanpf counsellor — <* and there is no warrant of 
Scripture for flying upon the waters. To do so now were 
a backsliding from the Lord ; and if Uiou faiiest into the sin, 
I shall say unto thee, in the words of Jeremiah — chapter ii. 
verse 19—^^ Thy backsliding shall reprove thee." 

^ But to sail or to row is not to slide," replied Athanasius; 
* and wlien our yessers head is turned about, she will not be 
going backward, but forward, so there is a quibbling answer 
io thy quibbling caril ; and moreover, the second of Corin- 
thians tells us that we are * Ministers not of the tetter t>ut of 
the spirit ; for the letter killeth, but the sfitr it giveth life.* ** 

*^ What saith our banner? what snith the cross ?" cried 
several at once, eagerly reciting its Greek inscription — * la 
tjris conquer !' " 

<< Shall thai divine assurance be falsified ? and even if such 
a miracle were to occur, and we were to perish in the engage- 
ment, shall we not receive the crown of martyrdom ?" asked 
Alexander, his ardent soul firing his countenance, and his 
robes of cloth of gold glittering in the sun, until he might 
j^mo9t have been taken for a radiant spirit 

*^ But with submission to your reverence,** said Mark the 
slave, ^ will it not give a triumph to the Arians, and even be 
adduced as a signal proof of the Divine approbation, should 
they succeed in capturing the Ark of Orthodoxy, as they in- 
evitably must, unless some champion come from Heaven to 
assist us ? And with respect to martyrdom, f can truly declare 
for myself, that I am not prepared to die, and cap have little 
ehance of attaining its glorious rewards, should I be cutoff 
before I have repented o( my sins/' 

** Mark, Mnrk i" crieil the bishop, ** 1 fear thou art still a 
riave to worldly lusts, and still under the dominion of the 
devil." 

** I am sorry to hear it," was the reply, " for I am a slave to 
your reverence, and acknowledge no other master. And 
methinks, I should be allowed to give an opinion upon this 
weighty subject, insomtich as few people have thrown mcHre 
light than myself upon the affairs of the church.*' 
** Thou, thou 1 in what way, pr'ylhee !" 
M In trimming and Kgbting the lamps, so please your 
reverence." 
^^ Fellow!" said Alexander, endeavouring to look ofl^ded« 



M boxahcx of thb baxlt ao». 

though he could sca^rcel j refrain from 8i%iling ; ^^ you give 
your tongue too much liberty.*' 

«< Alack ! it is the only freedom I have," sighed the slave, 
shrugging up his shoulders, aud assuming a look of mock 
misery. 

<* It is well to be witty, but it is better to be wise," observed 
a corpulent chorister, who had frequently been made the butt 
of Mark's ri^illery. 

<* Then it must be a bad one for you, whp have no chance 
of being either," was the retort, which drew forth a chuckling 
laugh from Alexander, who highly epjpyed the sallies of his 
slave when they were not directed against himself. 

While they were thus indulging in a specie^ of trifling, little 
adapted to the serious jeopardy in which they were placed, 
Athanasius, with the presence of mind and decision of char- 
acter which subsequently preserved him from perils much, 
more imminent, sought the stearsman, and pointing out the 
certain destruction which the blind zeal of a few would 
entail upon their whole number if they pursued their course, 
ordered him to put the ship about. Fully alive to the folly 
of runnipg into the jaws of the pirate, the man obeyed the 
command with such promptitude, that while the bishop and 
his companion were yet discussing the propriety of continue 
ing their voyage, they found the vessel's head pointed towards 
the lantK With clamorous vehemence they demanded why 
this had been done, and the helmsman, who had now began 
to recollect that he bad indiscreetly received orders frpm a 
person uninvested with any nautical authority, endeavoured 
to screen himself by boldly declaring that the ship had tacked 
about of itself, under some occult influence which he found 
it impossible to control. As every unusual occurrence was 
at this period invariably assigned to a special interference 
of Providence, the cry of a miracle was presently raised by 
the devout brotherhood, whom Athanasius did not think it 
necessary to undecf^ive, since he could probably save their 
lives, and benefit the cause of orthodoxy by so simple an 
expedient as that of mere silence. Even the most iiery 
and fanatical being now well content to obey such a mani- 
fest revelation of the Divine will, tliey hastened to assist the 
rowers, whom heat and fatigue had nearly incapacitated from 
farther exertions. So many dignified ecclesiastics had rarely 
been seen pulling strenuously at the oar, the movements of 



5 



SEBASTIAN AHD ZiYSIAtf 87 

which they timed by chanting together a portion of the Sonf 
of Moses — ^' The enemy said 1 will pursue, I will ofertake, I 
will divide the spoil, I will draw my sword^— ^my band shall 
destroy them. Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea 
covered them, they saok as lead in the mi(^hty waters.** 

It soon became evident that the Ark of Orthodoxy gained 
upon her pursuers ; but»88 night overtook them before they 
reached the laud, many on board were apprehensive, though 
they concealed their fears, that they might nnstc^e their 
cottxse in the dark, and so run into the very danger thef 
were striving to avoid. Moniing brought with it, however, 
nothing but fresh subjects for congratulation and wonder. 
The pirate vessel being no longer in sight, it was universally 
concluded that she had indeed <^ sunk as lead in the mighty 
waters ;" and what was scarcely^ less gratifying than the 
drowning of so many heretical Arians, their guard-ship, which 
had been beating about in search of them, was seen at a 
lutie distance^ the soldiers hailing the consort, whom they 
bad. so fortunately rejoined with three hearty cheers, the 
sound of which came booming over the waters with the first 
rays of the rising sun. Almoiliiftt the same moment it was 
discovered that the half-dedKed Boat, to which Lydia had 
retired for the. night, was missing, nor could it be anywhere 
discerned within the range of sight. This was a subject 
for fresh conjecture. At first it was feared she might have 
foundered ; but on examining the rope by which she had 
befiQ attadied to the ship, it was evident that it had been 
cut by some sharp instrument^ from which circumstance, 
coupled with the silence of Lydia, who would doubtless have 
given the alarm had the boat been furtively carried off in the 
night, it was surmised that she had herself severed the rope 
for the purpose of making her escape ; and the opinionthat 
she was some evil spirit, imbodied in the form of a beauti- 
ful Woman, was now entertained with more confidence than 
ever. The fanatical young scholasticus, of whom we have 
already made mention, confirmed this notion in the mind of 
many by sapiently remarking that such a character could 
not, in the nature of things, remain attached to the Ark of 
Orthodoxy, from which she would seek the first opportunity 
to cut herself off, even as she had cut herself off from all 
hopes.of salvation. Recalling to mind the sinister flight of 
the three ravens, he poiiitdd out, moreover, that the banner 



n SOHAXCB f» THX BASX.T ikOEJI. 



ike saer^ sysibol of the cross, ivfatch hftd prevkmsly 
fluai;ed.i as if in aversion, away from the stern to which the 
boat was fiisteiied, was now bent towards it— ^a circumstance 
wiiich might have received an easy explanation from the iaet 
of a change in the wind, but which the imaginations of the 
brethren* ever prarient far the mystical and the aupeniaturalt 
itnme<ltately assigned to the infltience of the evil angel or 
incarnate spirit from whom they had just been liberated. 

Prompted by the vigilant and energetic Athanasius, who 
now saw that tlieir course could be pursued with perfect safety^ 
Alexander directed the captain to prosecute their voyage 
for the Propontis, as originally intended ; end then, seating 
himself upon the prow, listened to the different ecclesiaatics, 
who ran open-mouthed to him with the tidings of Lydia'e 
escape — many niakiftg different comments upon the occur- 
rence, and nearly all agreeing that she was neither more nor 
less than a beautiful emissary of Satan. • I'hese atatementt 
only inflamed the curtiisity of the biahop to learn her red 
history, so far at least as Sebastian could give it from hie 
own mouUi, which he would sooner have done, but ^at the 
exhausted state of liis patieyp;|:a^ould hardly allow him to enter 
upon a rccilAl of so agitaPMig a^tiature^ Composed in mtnd 
and convalescent in body, he could now safely elucidate the - 
mystery that involved himself and hia fair incognita : whose 
escape Alexander restdved to conceal for the moment, that 
there might be no motive for suppression or misrepresenta* 
tion in the narrative which he forthwith proceeded to solicit. 
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** Wkia might you upbraid me with churlisfan^s end 
ingratitude^*' said Sebastian in answer to the application of 
the bishop,-—^* if, after the inappreciable service you have 
retiilercd me, I sh<Hild refuse to gratify your curiosity, 
ahhougli my history contains few incidents of importaoGe» 
until within a few hours of the time when you bore me^ 
Ueediag and exhattsted, Srom the Island of the Nile. 
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** My father, a sculptor, residing at tlie fbot of the White 
Mountain in- the Island of Crete, finding the profits of his 
profession miserably reduced by the ihtrotiuction of the 
Bew faith, for he had been principally employed in the 
manufacture of pa^an deities, embraced Christianity less 
from conviction, in the first instance, than from the hope of 
being engaged to decorate and alter the Temple of Neptune 
at Lyssa, which the inhabitants were iabout to conrert inte 
a Catholic Basilica. Whatever might be his motives, I 
thought it my duty to follow his example, intending — ** 

*^ Excuse me for interrupting you thus early,'* cried the 
bishop — ^ but when you talk of the Caihaiic Church at 
Lyssa, I hope you are aware that this term is strictly 
limited to the Consubstantialists; — ^I trust that your father was 
neither a Similitudinarian nor a Similaritudinarian ; — ^that 
lie abboired the damnable heresy of the Homoiousion, and 
would have cheerfully gone to the stake for the great and 
only sating principle of the Homousion/' 

^ I fear," replied Sebastian, '• that he paid bat little 
attention to these curious distmctions, and for my own 
part, i must confess that I never attempted to understand 
them." 

^ Worse XhA beathen---darker than the pagans,'^ groaned 
the bishop ; ^^but proceed, proceed, and when you have 
finished your recital, I will endeavor to enlighten your poor 
benighted soul." 

<*1 was about to observe, that my father, intending roe 
to foUaw his own profession, often sent ffie to Mount Ida 
to select the blocks of marble from its quarries — a 
eemmission which I deliglrted to receive, since 1 had 
always been passionately fond of hunting, and seized these 
opportunities for indulging iti my favourite pastime among 
the woods and defiles of the mountain. 1 had purchased 
aeveral hounds, which I left in charge of the quarrymen 
when I was obliged to return to Lyssa ; where, however, 
I acfl^doin remained long without seeking some pretext f<^ 
levtsilinf the mountain, aad giving mysdf up to the plea* 
tares of the chace. Upon one occasion, my dogs, not less 
fliancfa than fleet, pursued a wild boar of unusual sixe iff to 
Hmt maxe of caverns and subterranean quarries ift the 
viotm^ of GnesMiSf wiiieh is supposed to be a rekiuiaBt of 
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the celebrated Cretan Labyrinth. With all the ardour of 
a youthful hunter I plunged into their recesses^ and it was 
not until I found myself enveloped in darkness, while the 
cry of the dogs tbreading^ the windings ahead of me grew 
every moment more faint, that I slackened my pace, and 
began to question the prudence of advancing. A momenf's 
deliberation, and the recolleetion of the many victims who 
were said to have perished in these entangled excavations, 
decided me to make my way out, a resolution, however, 
which it was much easier to form than to execute. One 
ftlse turning involved me in difficulties, from which extrica* 
lion seemed to be almost hopeless, for the darkness was 
nonv so dense that I could only grope my way with my 
bands, while I was compelled to feel with my feet before I 
advanced, lest I should be precipitated into some of the 
pits that had proved fatal to many previous wanderers in this 
cavernous wilderness, 

*' From time to time I still caught the distant cry of my 
dogs, but even this at length ceasing, I was left alone amid 
a silence and darkness equally profound. Wearied widi 
my previous efforts in the chace, my limbs almost refused to 
bear me forward ; my hopes of deliverance grew moreiaint 
as my bodily powers declined ; and at length, with an 
iodescribable sickness of heart and prostration of spirits, I 
abandoned myself, afler innumerable efforts at extrication, 
to the miserable conviction that I must inevitably perish of 
hunger in those dreary caverns ! Still I crawled slowly 
forward, occasionally shouting as loudly as I could, in the 
hope that some of my dogs Bii|^ht hear me, and listening to 
the echoes of my own voice, as they died sullenly away amid 
the remotest vaults. At last, in Tetum to my cries, I caught 
a faint shriek, appearing to proceed from some female at no 
great distance. Invigorated and encouraged by this unex- 
pected soiind, I hastened towards it, hailing afresh, and re- 
ceiving as often a moaning answer, until I could distinctly 
hear a female voice ejaculating^-^ In the name of Jupiter 
and of all the gods, help me, help me !' So profound was 
the darkness that no object could be recognised, but I still 
advanced as rapidly as my strength would allow, for I forgot 
io the momentary excitement the danger of pitfalls and 
abjases, wheQ I encountered and grasped the trembling btnd 
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of a woman, who again murmured, 'Sate me. Oh f save 
me !' and immediately ailerWard fell into my arms in a state 
of insensibility. 

"Unable to support her weight, I sank to the ground, my 
bosom throbbing with amazement, compassion, and a vague 
feeling of awakened hope. Why I should imagine it I 
know not ; or why, at such a forlorn crisis, a thought of 
personal attractions should cross my mind, but I entertained 
a firm persuasion that she whom I clasped in my arms, and 
pressed involuntarily to my heart, was young and beautiful ; 
and there was at first something soothing in the idea that I 
should have such a beirtg for the companion of my misfor- 
tunes, even if we were doomed to perish together. Quickly 
rejecting this selfish consolation, I thought only of restoring 
her suspended faculties, in order that [ might devote my own 
remaining energies to the aceomplishment of her deliveranfce; 
ibr a new hope, both for her and fbr myself, now sprang up 
"Within me. I turiied her features towards the stream of air 
that gushed through the caverns, but she still remained for 
some time motionless and inanimate. My own perils were 
momentarily absorbed in those of the fair unknown, thus 
strangely thrown into my ai^ms; and I hung with the deepest 
interest over a^ce which I was utterly unable to<listinguish, 
listening to catch the first murmur that might escape from 
her lips. 

*^ Participation in any imminent danger or distress;, throw- 
ing down all the barriers of reserve, cements at once, by the* 
mere force of sympathy^ a friendship which under other 
circumstimces it might have required a considerable lapse 
of time to establish. Where the parties are of diiferent 
sexes, this attachment naturally assumes a more tender cba^^ 
racter^ dnd I already felt A>r my unseen companion a warmth 
of afieotion that gave a thrill to my exhausted frame. With 
atlelight that made me utterly forget for the moment the 
lile-involving peril in which we were both placed, I felt her 
at length move in my arms, when after a deep sigh she 
murmured — ^^Stranger^ whosoever thou art, I implore thee 
to pity and protect me !* 

«' ^ Dearest frirad!' I replied, ^ for at such doth ny. 
yearning bosom already acknowledge you, 1 swear to bo 
your protebtor^ and to eflfect your extrication^ from fbii 
dreary bbyriotbf or to perish inrith yoa.' 
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«* ^ O Jupiter Sodalities V exclaimed the unknown^ ^ for 
this tiiiiel j succour 1 vow to thine altar two of the fairest 
heifers in the whole island.' 

" Your friend then was a pagan," interposed the bishop r 
*• did not this discovery damp your ardour ?'^ 

•* No, indeed/* replied Sebastian, " I did not even think 
of it. I only remembered that she was a female, and in 
deadly peril," 

** She was not an Arian, to be sure/' said Alexander, witb 
an approving nod. ^* Resume your narrative. I am inter- 
ested in the fute of yourself and your incogtuta/' 

^* When she first found herself in my arms," continued 
Sebastian, *^she involuntarily shuddered, and making an 
efibrt to rise, declared that she felt sufficiently recovered to 
renew the attempt at finding her way out. * There is not 
a moment to be lost,' she exclaimed. * I have been already 
many hours immersed in these hideous vaults, in which I 
must soon find a grave if I cannot recover the clew to the 
entrance.' So saying, she leaned upon my arm, tlfe only 
support she would receive ; and walked, or rather faltered 
forwa rd . Being now in a great measure restored by renovated 
hope, I was enabled to assist my weaker companion, cheer* 
ing her with the assurance that we should soon get a glimpse 
of light, and emerge from our gloomy prison. Still, however, 
we did but cross and recross the complicated involutions 
and sinuous meanderings of the maze, until she declared 
Ihat «he must again rest awhile in order to collect strength 
for fresh exertions. Availing myself of this interval, I 
inquired what was the nature of the clew to which, during 
our toilsome progress, ahe had made frequent allusion, re- 
questing also to know by what fatality she had become 
entangled in the same subterranean net with myself. 

** * Alas !' she exclaimed, ^ I hare no excuse to ofi^ for 
my folly but an idle female curiosity. According to an old 
tradition in the island, there exists at the extremity of these 
perplexed and intersecting tunnds a i^acious grotto, whose 
dim i^ftdowy light, bmng i^efleeted on all sides by pearly 
shells and running waters, is sufficient to reveal in its centre 
an aneient statue of the Minotaur. Here, on invoking the 
iBvisibie genius of the place, Hiey who have been boM or 
heky enough to penetrate into Irs hidden temple, may re* 
ceive in audible sounds « iervelatie>n of their fitture ibrtaie; 
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Although none were known to have Bueceeded* while many 
bad perished in the attempt, I had always felt such an invio* 
cible desire to accoociplish the adventure, thai i at length 
decided upon the execution of my purpose, without com* 
municating my design or seeking a companion ; for I wished 
not to implicate others in an undertaking which I knew to 
be fraught with peril. I provided myself with a lighted 
torch and a ball of twine, that by the same means which 
had enabled Theseus to escape from the ancient labyrinth, 
I might safely thread the maze of its ruins. With these 
precautions I boldly plunged into the darkabysses, carefully 
e?plviag the twine as I proceeded ; in which manner 1 had 
made considerable progress, when a current of air extin- 
guishing my torch, I found myself in total darkness, and in 
Uie agitation of the moment, I let fall the ball of twine, 
which I heard rolling down the slope I had just been 
«fBcending« In the vain attempt to recover it, I only became 
more deeply entangled in these inextricable windings, 
wherein I have been jft*andering ever since the early morn- 
ing, and it must now, I shoidd conjecture, be near the time 
of sunset. Ah, mel hapless and wretched that lam! I shall 
never again see the beautiful sunset, ner my father^ nor my 
friends^ I am lost! I am lost! I am doomed to be buried 
alive in the gloomy regions of everlasting night I' At the 
prospect of this terrible doom she burst into tears, leaning 
her head upoa my shoulders, and wept without control. 

^< Endeavouring to animate her with hopes in which I 
myself scarcely ventured to indulge, I expressed a confidence 
that we should ultimately effect our deliverance, and con* 
jured her not to abandon the courage which had first 
prompted her to the enterprise. Bodily exhaustion, how- 
ever, had superinduced mental depression, and she remained 
utterly inconsolable, until,, her finer ear catching a sound 
which was inaudible to mine, she started up, exclaiming — ^ I 
beard a noise !' With breathless anxiety we both listened, 
and in a few seconds could distinctly recognise the cry of a 
dog, though faint and far ofi*. Little as we could calculate 
upon any relief from such a source, the echo sent a thrill of 
delight tliroBgh both our bosoms. Upon my bunting excur* 
eioas I always carried an ivory whistle suspended to my necki 
which I now blew shrilly, and with an ineffable pleasure 
beard it replied to, still more audibly, by th^ advancing d€|g« 
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I eontinued to blow my whistle, the barking was renewed 
still more vehemenfly^it approached with increasing rapidity: 
I^ could now distinguish the cry of my favourite hound, I 
shouted out its name, and in another minute the faithful 
animal, half-frantic with joy, leaped upon me, expressing its 
delight by a thousand caresses. My trusty guardian and 
preserver ! never surely did any of thy race more truly 
deserve the name of Phulax !" 

At the mention of this word the recumbent hound, which 
bad been steadily looking in its master's face, as listening to 
bis narrative, started up on its hind quarters, beat the floor 
with its heavy tail, pointed its ears, and uttered a familiar 
whine of recognition, after which it slowly resumed its 
former posture. 

*^ My fair unseen," continued Sebastian, ^^ whom you will 
easily conjecture to have been no other than the beautiful 
Lydia, scarcely less rejoiced than myself, in the first rnstance 
fondled and embraced the panting quadruped ; but a few 
moments' reflection dispelled many of her sanguine antici- 
pations, for she began to fear that the dog was not less 
bewildered and lost than ourselves, and that, instead of a 
liberator, we had only found a feilow-suf&rer to be the 
companion of our death. ^ No,' said I, confidently, ' I know 
that dog well, and I will cheerfully trust rhy life to him ; for 
the same sagacity and inscrutable instinct that conducted 
him hither, will enable him to unravel the mazes of this ill- 
fated labyrinth. Oh ! that I were as confident of your 
strength to follow, as I am of his capacity to lead us safely 
back iato the light of the day 1*— Never till Ihis momejfit did 
I discover how completely the powers of the body depend 
upon the mind. Under the magicinfluence of hope, Lydia, 
who had been previously spiritless anJ exhausted, hurried 
forward with alacrity, and if she still clung to my arm, it 
seemed to be rather for protection than support. Fearful 
of losing this sble chance of our extrication, she wished 
me to retain the dog by his collar, lest he should again 
escape from us ; but I assured her this precaution was quite 
unnecessary, as even force itself would not drive him from 
ray side until we emerged from our subterranean prison. 
Nor was my confidence misplaced. Our guide, so far from 
evincing any disposition to quit us, invariably paused where 
the difliculties of the way impeded our progress, sometimes 



SEBASTIAN AVn LYDZA. 95 

stopping and turning us aside, whenever, as we conjectured^ 
for the darkness was to our eyes impenetrable, our straight- 
forward course might have exposed us to pitfalls or other 
dangers. During his advance he generally maintained a 
quick cheerful cry, which^ I knew to be of good omen, as 
a sign that he felt himself to be in possession of the scent ; 
but, as we reached some of the sharp and intricate windings, 
be was sometimes evidently at fault, the barking ceased, and 
we could hear hiih anxiously snuffing at the ground in 
various dn^ections. ^ 

"These were moments of suspense ; we both knew, for 
Lydia, like myself, was a follower of the chace, that the 
scent was lost, thatour lives depended upon its recovery ;— - 
and you may judge, therefore, how joyfully our hearts beat 
against our bosoms, when tlie sharp yelp of our guide pro^ 
claimed that it was again found. Af\cr several of these 
thrifling interruptions, we began to perceive a faint glimmer- 
ing of light : it gradually increased-— the cry of the dog 
became louder and more vehement — he quickened his pace. 
Bxerting all our remaining strength, we ran rapidly a(ler 
him ; and at length, emerging from the black jaws of the 
labyrinth, ire found ourselves upon the green sunny knoll, 
over which I remembered to have bounded in, my pursuit of 
the wild boar. Our ecstasy at being thus suddenly rescued 
from the murky grave, and restored to life and light, I shall 
not attempt to portray. Uttering a cry of joy, Lydia fell 
prostrate upon the grass, and then raising herself upon her 
knees, and fixing her eyes upon the sky, she ferveT\tly returned 
thanks to Jupiter Soter, and renewed her vow of the two fair 
heifers. My own feelings, I fear, were hardly so grateful 
and devotional as they ought to have been, for all my thoughts 
and attentions were for the moment engrossed by the kneeling 
figure before me, whose symmetry, even to a statuary's fasti- 
dious eye, seemed to^be faultless, while her disordered tresses 
and the paleness of her features could not detract from the 
loveliness of her face. As she noticed my ardent gaze at the 
conclusion of her prayer, her eyes were slowly cast down to 
the ground, and a deep blush mantled over her fair face. 
This was all that was wanting ; it was as the sunshine to 
the landscape, and her beauty was now complete. 

^* It is so natural to love those on whom we have conferred 
an important benefit/ that I believe t should have attached 



96 BOJUHca or ths saxly aohb. 

mjielf to Lydia ereii without the incitement of her personal 
attractions, though these of course gave a quicker develc^ 
ment to ray passion. In soft and touching accents , but still 
without raising her eyes from the ground^ fur a bashful 
timidity had succeeded to tbe sense of self-preservation which 
had so lately made her cling to my arm, she vowed eternal 
gratitude for the vital service I had rendered her. I replied, 
that the benefit I bad conferred was really involuntary upon 
my part^ adding, that her thanks, as well as my own, were 
rather due to the faithful hound, without whose timely aid 
and instittcUve sagacity we should both probably Lave 
perished. As if acknowledging in some degree, the justice 
of this remark, she joined me in caressing the animal, which 
thus gradually became the medium of a more unrestrained 
and familiar conversation, in the course of which she in- 
formed me that her father was a priest of the Temple of 
Jupiter, which she pointed out on the borders of the sea, 
at a little distance from the town of Gnossus^ On my 
offering to accompany her home, she again thanked me with 
a winning smile, declaring that, although in the recent 
struggle for her life her energies bad been braced with a 
sort of convulsive vigour, she now felt too much exhausted 
to move until she bad rested awhile and recruited her 
atrength, to which, she added, nothing would so mucb con* 
tribute as a draught of water. I was fortunate enough to 
find some amid the rocks, with which I filled my hunting- 
iiorn ; and after she had quaffed the refreshing beverage, 
I sat down beside her, and we renewed our colloquy, while 
the faithful Phulax, with outstretched tongqe, lay panting 
on the grass before us, occasionally receiving our mutual 
caresses. 

^' Never had I enjoyed before, never do I expect to taste 
again, so ecstatic, so enchanting a moment as this. If the 
dawning of a first love be always delicious, how many cir« 
cumstances were there^ to imbue it with a more exquisite 
zest in the present instance ! I had received, as it were, a 
new life, at the very moment that my heart recognised a 
passion which gave a thousand fresh charms to existence ; 
while the Stygian caverns from which I had just emerged, 
imparted by contrast an inexpressible brilliancy and beauty 
to the fair face of nature, as I sat upon that turfy knoll, 
aurxounded with all thfs evidences of happiness and anima- 



tioiiy abiding Ike fragrance of wild flowers, list^ing to the 
ham of beesy the cbewlul song of birds, the bleaCiog of 
flbeep and goats ; and gazing, when I eould wiibdraw my 
eyes fsom Lydia, upon the setting sun, which spread n 
roseate lustre over the waters of the Cretan Sea, threw its 
blushing light ^pon the rocks and woods of Mount Ida, and 
reddened the towers and walls ot Gnossus, as well as the 
stately Temple of Jupiter, which wassiurted by a dark wood 
on the borders of the ocean. 

^^ As soon as she was sufficiently recovered, I supported 
Lydia to her dwelling, where I was OTerwhelmed with the 
grateful ^anks of her ikther and family, and whence I 
walked back to my own residence amid the quarries, in an 
eithilaration of mind that rendered me almost insensible to 
the fatigues of the day. At any other period my thoughts 
would have recurred to the signal peril from which I had 
just es^tped ; but I bow adverted to the subterranean maze, 
not as the place where I myself was lost, but as that wherein 
I had found Lydia; not as the scene of danger to my own 
life, but as the spot in which I had been the happy means of 
saving hers. That we should seek immediate and frequent 
opportunities of again meetingi for which our mutual fond- 
ness for the chace furnished a ready excuse, it is hardly 
necessary that I should state ; and you will easily divine 
that, in these happy interviews, the love which our first 
eocpunter faii<i awakened was rapidly fanned into an ardent 
flame.'' 

'^Onee more I ask you," interposed the prelate witli a 
grave look-^^^ how you could forget that she who had en- 
trapped your affections was a pagan ?" 
[ <* She was beautiful, and I was young," replied Sebastian ; 
nor did jt once occur to -me that the religion which enjoins 
universal love could condemn my pas»on for so fair and 
innocent a creature. We solemnly betrothed ourselves to 
one another, and I returned to Lyssa to solicit my father's 
sanction to our immediate marriage : an object however in 
which I found it impossible to succeed. His objecti<H)s to 
Lydia's religion might not perhaps have proved insuperable, 
but he recollected that her parent had impoverished himself 
in maintaining at his own expense the full establishment of 
the temple, although it was now deserted by the greater 
part of its votaries! and I. was reminded that if I were so 
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rash as to anite myself to bis daughter, utterly destitute as 
I was of pecuniary means, I should probably, and at no 
remdt^ period, be burthened with the support of her whole 
famHy. In short, a peremptory interdict was imposed upon 
our marriage, with the formal notification that, if I persisted 
in seeking her hand, I must not look to my father for any 
assistance or support. These were heavy tidings to com- 
municate to Lydia at our next interview, which took place 
upon Mount Ida ; nor was her own intelligence of a more 
cheering nature. Her father, the descendant of a long line 
of priests of Jupiter, and not less zealously attached to the 
religion of his ancestors than inflamed against the new 
doctrines, still kept up the customary worship of the temfple, 
trusting that in the remote district of Crete the edicts of the 
Christian Constantino might be disobeyed with impunity, or 
perhaps making it a point of conscience to brave the im- 
perial anger. Grateful as he was, therefore, for the service I 
had rendered his daughter, he would riot listen to her 
becoming the husband of one whom he stigmatized as an 
apostate ; and pronounced accordingly a stern, not to say 
an indignant rejection of her suit. 

'' There was a sweetness, even in our sorrow, as we s^t 
amid the lonely rocks and woods of Mount Ida, bitterly 
lamenting our destiny, protesting the impossibility of obeying 
the cruel mandate imposed upon us, and renewing our vows 
of eternal love and constanC3^ How we should act, or on 
what we should decide, neither of us could determine. In 
this emergency Lydia, observing that when we could derive 
no guidance from our own judgments, it was best to yield 
ourselves up to the pilotage of fate and fortune, proposed 
that we should consult the oracle at Melos, which had been 
long famous for the success of its vaticinations, and was 
still frequented, not only by the pagans, but by many of the 
new converts to Christianity. Prompted by the hope of 
being relieved from a stateof suspense which was becoming 
almost intolerable, we proceeded immediately to the coast, 
engaged a fishing- vessel, and sailing for the islands of the 
Cyclades, steered to the mouth of the marine grotto at 
Melos, in which the pythoness received her prophetic in- 
apirations. 

'* The customary offerings were presented, we answered 
the previous interrogatories of her priest, and after a lapse 
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of some time Iieard a voice from the interior recesses of the 
grotto, pronouncing an ambiguous and unsatisfactory yerse, 
over which we paused with a vain and wistfuV ierutiny in 
the hope of deciphering its occult meaning. In this inves- 
tigation an hour was quickly lost, and when we sought our 
boat for the purpose of returning to Crete, the fisherman, 
pointing to the lurid sky, prophesied a storm, and refused 
to put to sea. 

*' Dreading discovery and the anger of her father should 
her absence be protracted, Lydia was most anxious to return 
forthwith to Crete, especially as from her habit of observing^ 
the vicissitudes of the weather, she was persuaded that the 
passing cloud did not indicate any serious tempest. Being 
confirmed in this opinion by the captain of a merchant- 
vessel then on the point of sailing for the coast of Egyptt 
we embarked on board his ship, stipulating to be set ashore 
on the northern side of Crete, as near as possible to the 
town of Gnossus. The wind was favourable, and we put 
to sea, but soon found reason to believe that the fisherman 
was well justified in his prognostications. My first appre- 
hensions of the impending tempest were excited by the 
ominous demeanour of my faith^l dog, whom I had made 
the companion of my excursion, and who with his eyes fixed 
anxiously upon the darkling sky, sent forth a continued and 
sinister howl. Nor was the storm thus indicated long in 
reaching us. A furious gush of cold northern wind, ruf- 
fling up the foaming waves as it swept along, struck our 
shivering vessel ; the clouds closed rapidly around us, the rain 
fell in torrents, and being utterly unable to discriminate any 
object, our captain had no other alternative than to furl hissaiis^ 
and surrender his helpless ship to the mercy of the elements. 

^* All night long were we impelled by the whirling winds 
and waves without knowing whither they were hurrying us, 
until, as their fury abated towards the morning, the captain 
declared his belief that we had been driven to the southward 
of Crete, and prepared to beat back in order to set us ashore 
on that side of the island,- — a compromise which we were 
now willing to rnake^ in the hope of an earlier deliverance 
from the perils of the sea. Not less quickly than cruelly 
was that hope disappointed, for a large vessel was now seen 
bearing down upon us, which from her manoeuvres our cap- 
tain instantly pronounced to be a pirate, and ordered all sail 
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i0 be set id the liope of effecting an eecape. But eome of 
the sails bad been torn in the Btomi» the rudder was damaged, 
ihe Teaaei was heavily laden » and in less than an hour the 
pirate ran as on board with a frightful shock, when a 
number of fierce-looking men leaped on the deck, and 
akhough no resistance was offered, savagelj wounded sere- 
ral of the crew, and would have despatched them, had they 
not been restrained by their commander, who seemed to be 
actuated by more humane feelings. 

'^ I had secured Lydia below in a place of momentary 
safety, after which, addressing myself to the apparent leader 
of these brigands, who spoke Greek, though with a barbarous 
accent, I besought bis protection for ber# rather choosing to 
represent her as my sister than as my affianced wife. Pro- 
mising compliance with more courtesy than I had expected, 
he demanded to see his prisoaert and was evidently struck by 
the splendour of her beauty, wliich seemed to inspire him 
with respect, lor he voluntarily renewed his pledge of hO" 
nourable treatment. He gave us to understand that he was 
only the mate of the pirate vessel ; that himself and a por- 
tion of the crew belonged to a Golbic tribe, which had been 
transplanted to the coasts of Asia Minor, whih» the captain 
and the remainder of the men were a medley of Greeks and 
others. After our vessel had been hastily overhauled, and 
an account taken of her cargo, we were carded on board 
the pirate, and conducted to the captain,^ whose lameness, 
occasioned by a wound lately received in his leg» ha^ pre- 
vented his heading the boarding party. At the sight of 
Lydia bis scowling features relaxed into a grim smile ; he 
measured her whole figure with hungry eyes^ and was ob- 
viously smitten with her charms, ^ugh his admiration, 
instead of being tempered like that of the mate by a deferen- 
tial demeanour, was evinced in an audacious triumphant 
stare. 

'< In compliance with iiis request, I gave him the outlines 
of our history, leading him to believe that Lydia was my 
sister, and promising such ransom as we could command if 
we were put ashore upon the Island of Crete,^ — a proposi- 
tion to which he made no other reply than by. an ominous 
■hake of the head ; and turning to the matei gave orders 
that the cargo of the captured vessel should be immediately 
transhipped on board his own. This operation it required 
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two days to accomplish, at the conclusion of which the 
prize was scuttled and sunk, and the pirate announced hi» 
Intention of proceeding to Alexandria for the sale of his 
plunder. During the voyage, he sought every opportunity 
of conversing with Lydia, endeavouring to ingratiate himself 
into her good opinion, and making love to her in his own 
natural style. That this was not very polished or urbane, 
you will infer from the manner in which he addressed her 
on our arrival at Alexandria. ** Lydia,** he saidi, "you are 
my prisoner ; I might make you, if I chose, tny mistress or 
my 6lave ; bnt you were born under an auspicious star. I 
have ti^en a fancy to you, — ^you stiall enjoy a good fortune^ 
and distinction which you could never have anticipated ; you 
ifaall become my wife, you shall accompany me in all my 
entierprises, and your brother shall be my second mate." 

** As we had foreseen this declaration, it had been arranged 
hisiween Lydia and myself that she should yield a seeming 
assent to his proposition, in order that we might seek some 
opportunity for effecting our escape, while the vessel remained 
at Alexandria. Since We neither of u§ knew what reception 
we might meet from our parents after so long, though com- 
pulsory an absence, it was our purpose, in case we succeed* 
ed in our object, to solemnize our marriage without delay, 
and proceed to the town of Heraclea, near the entrance of 
the Propontis, where resided a rich and indulgent uncle of 
Lydia's, wfiose {^tection we meant to soHctt, not without 
the hope that his interference might effect a recondliation 
with our respective families. With such an incessant vigi- 
lance, however, were we watched, that we were not allowed 
s nngte opportunity for flight ; and as the pirate impatiently 
urged, or rather commanded, the quick celebration of the 
nuptials, Lydia proposed that the marriage-feast should be 
held upon one of the islands m the Nile, hoping tliat in the 
general intoxication which usually attended Bvtch festivitieis, 
where sailors were the guests, we might find some lucky 
moment for seizing a boat, and accomplisliing our libc^ration* 

'^ As it was the pirate's intention to ermse up the Nile 
ibr the purpose of intercepting some of the vessels with 
which if is usually crowded at the time of the inundation, he 
wiHingly assented to the scheme, purchasing, in addition to 
nXt the materials of a handsome banquet, a wedding dretm 
ftar hit bride. From her real or imagined resemblaRee to 
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the statues of Diana, it was his fancy that Lydia should 
appfear in the garb of that goddess, and he even provided 
her a bow and a quiver full of arrows, — a circumstance 
which first suggested to me a new device for extricating 
ourselves from his clutches. Landing upon that verdant 
island^ in the vicinity of Memphis, where you first discovered 
usy the feast was spread beneath the trees, the nuptial gar- 
lands were hung upon the boughs, the wine-casks were 
broached, the captain set the example, and the crew betook 
themselves to their potations with an intemperance in some 
degree justified by tlie joyonsness of the occasion and their 
previous fatigues under a scorching sun. As Lydia, who 
bad purposely delayed dressing herself in her bridal finery^ 
remained still on boards I asked the captain whether myselif 
and tho mate should take the boat and bring her ashore. 
He nodded assent ; for he was a man of few words, and we 
proceeded to the vessel, which we had no sooner reached 
than I implored my companion to rescue Lydia from the 
impending marriage, declaring that he himself had from the 
first moment been the object of her afiections, which every 
subsequent day had confirmed, and that she utterly hated 
and despised the captain. 

^< When Lydia herself, looking more beautiful than ever 
in her splendid habiliments, led him, by a blushing silent 
acquiescence, to confide in my averments, the mate, excited 
by her charms, and inflamed by wine, swore that he would 
make her bis wife, or perish in the attempt, and requested 
her to accompany him to the island. On our reaching it, 
he desired her to remain ensconced behind a fragment of 
rock, since he could hardly expect to win her without a 
struggle ; when he proceeded to the banquet- table, and call- 
ing upon his Gothic comrades to surround and support him, 
reminded them, that by the pirate law, under which they 
served, he who first boarded a prize was entitled to the first 
share of the plunder. This right he had been induced to 
forego, because he believed that Lydia was attached to 
another ; but finding that the captain was the object of her 
detestation, and that her affections were bestowed upon him- 
self, an assertion which she was ready to confirm witli her 
own mouth, he demanded her as his wife, and called upon 
bis brave fellbw-countrymen to support his claim. 

*^ Never was seen an e^pkMsion of more ungovernable rage 
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than that exhibited by the captain, as starting ep, and tear* 
ing his sword from its scabbard, while his whole frame was 
convubed with fury, he shouted out — ^^ Barbarian ! villain ! 
/should have been the iirst to board, but that I was wounded 
in the leg ; and shall I give up my right to a mutinous Goth? 
At them, my gallant Greeks ! and let us teach these scoun- 
drels to know their masters." So saying, he threw himself 
upon the mate, — their respeetiTe followers^ maddened with 
wine, and ever ready for a fraj, jQev to the support of their 
leaders, and in an instant the bridal banquet was converted 
into a scene of the most furious fighting. As both parties 
were equally my enemies^ I attack^ .them indiscriminately, 
not without receiving several severe wounds in return ; while 
Lydia,eBiergiQgfrom tbe rock,let fly.her unerring shafts, scat- 
tering upon all sides death and consternation. The captain 
was killed in thofirst onsett with the niate^ most of the Greeks 
•uluequeatly shared the saoi^ fate, and the few surviving 
GotbS) probably imaginiof Lydia to be some celestial avenger, 
whose vi^^ims they must become if they tarried longer upon 
that ill-fated island, threw themselves into the boat, hjurried 
off to the diip, hoisted saiJ» and disappeajred in the shades of 
night,^ which was now quickly closing around us. My faith- 
fd^dog, iBbeting me engaged, Jiad previously leaped from the 
dack^ and svrimming to my assistance, fe^rociously attacked 
my antagoi^ists, with whose blood he was covered, though 
he fortunately escaped unhurt. Running to Lydia, as soon 
a» the surviving pirates took to flight,! congratulated her 
on the succesa of our scheme, but she was too much shocked 
at the sight of my wounds to participate in my feelings of 
joy, and employed herself during great part of the night in 
applying bandages^ and endeavouring to stop the efibsion of 
blood. In spite of all her tejoderness and .assiduity, I fainted 
from exhaustion, and it was in this plight that you came so 
opportunely to my succour at daybreak on the following 
morning*" 
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CHAPTER IV. 

AtTnovGft #16 bishop bad betakm bimself to Sebftstian^s 
coach, not so mocb to bear the recital of bis history as to 
impart to him the tidings of Lydm's mysterioasdisappearance 
during the night, the latter oh^t conpletely sl^»pcd froni bis 
recollection, fn his superior anxiety to cateebise bis eon* 
panion as to the particular teiiets of bis faitb, and to iiftpreas 
upon him, above all things, the necessUy of embracii^ tbt 
doctrine of the ConsubstantiaHets, of aacbfwing his sonl upon 
the great Homousion principle, and of rejecting with borvor 
the perdition-fraught heresy of the Arians. He flemptediiot 
to attribute the patient's rapid reeoferyto the miraeiikiBS 
effect of the leaves applied to bis w^unds^f and ui^fing tbi^ 
the Catholic church had a right to expect tbo spiritutd ac« 
cession of one who bad been snatched fteku cfoatb by so 
providential an interference, he catted upon bim to embrsM 
the sole orthodox doctrine, and to be enrolled jo tibe 
number of the catechttmens. Credi^ty was tbo cbaraet«F» 
istic of the age : Sebastian was naturally of a f^iaUeand'con* 
fiding disposition ; he really believed binself to bav« been 
sopematuraHy healed, though his recoivery was solely attiiiiQ- 
table to bis youth, and the singular strength of bis eooetita- 
tion ; he was gratelbl for the marked kindness witb vbieb 
be bad been treated ,* and under these con^ned inftuenoest 
be readily assented to the scriptural nposikioDe ^tbepiehsle, 
and professed bimself a stanch adhelrent t» die CatfaoUe 
creed. 

. Neither the interests of thiti diseusskm, boarev«^ nor tilio 
prayers of his companion, as he returned thanks to HearvsH 
for the conversion he had wrought, could make the impa- 
tient lover forget that the hour had now arrived when he was 
usually visited by Lydia, nor prevent an expression of wonder 
at her non-appearance. At the mention of her name, Alex- 
ander, then first recalling the strange occurrence of the past 
night, prepared for the melancholy intelligonce he had to 
communicate, by inveighing against the practice of such 
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Chrktiaas (meaning thereby Consubstfttitialbte), as united 
themselves with pagans : in condemnation of which sin, he 
quoted vanoos passages from the holy writings. Unable ta 
argue with so practised a theologian, and yet unwiHing to 
abandon his mistress, the lover suggested the great proba* 
bitity that in these cases the husband might make a ecmvert 
of his wife ; but the bishop> urging the possibility of a dlrectiy 
contrary result, and the soul^involving consequences of sucb 
a backsliding from the cross, remarked, that even in a pru- 
dential point of view, it was most improvident to form a 
union wfa^reib, even if the parties agreed together in ihm 
world, which however was little likely, they were sore to be 
separated in l^e nexU He tlien informed his autMtor ^t 
Mb good angel, detennined apparently to secure him for the 
truo church, and to wean him from temptation, had, darmg 
tire Bight, cut asunder tlie rope that attached Lydia to the 
Ark of Orthodoxy, afibrding thereby manifest intimation to 
her Christian lover that he should east her off as utterly from 
ki^thottghtsas if she were actually buried in the deep, in which 
kideed it was not improbable that she had been ingulfed. 

Far from seeing his bereavement however in this Fight, or 
su^itting to if as a dispensation (or which he ought to be 
grateAily Sebastian started up from his couch, dapped his 
hands violently together, passionately ejaculated the name of 
i^dia, and bewailed her los^ with loud lamentations, invoking* 
i& the same breath Jupiter and the God of the Christians, for 
as yet bis new faith adhered btit loosely to him, to restore 
her to his arms. The large hounds who during the whole of 
tiie previons narrative had couched at his feet, as if listening^ 
to the recital, sprang up at the sight of his agitation, and 
seGta^ half incHned to attack the bishop, had he not been 
restrained by a word f/om his master. Nor was Alexander 
kiras^in a ^ery placid mood, for the profane association of 
tlie deities invoked by his convert elicited from him an in* 
sCsnl aad indignant censure. Sebastmn confessed his error, 
which he attribcited to forgetfulness and the excitement of 
ike momenl ; vvhexi his counsellor, having again exhorted 
him to consider tl^ privation of his heathen mistress as a 
supematoval oeeurrence, which was intended for a special 
Messing, left him to bis meditations, and returned upon decky 
to rdftte to his clergy the particulars of the narrative he had 
just heard* 

E 3 
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When the holy brethren failed to derive amusement from 
the antics, mummery, and merry tales of Mark, which, how- 
ever, waa but rarely the case, they found a never- failing 
resource for beguiling the tedium of their voyage in theo- 
logical cavils and casuistry, endeavouring, with a misdirected 
acuteness, to define the shadowy and almost imperceptible 
limits within which the true ConsubstantialCatholic was bound 
to confine himself, and which he could not transgress, evea 
to the extent of a hair's breadth, without being subjected to 
utter and inevitable perdition. In such employments, usually 
followed by a comparison of the several creeds they had pre- 
pared for the council, and which, though they often difiered 
only in a single unimportant word, never failed to afibrd 
ground for endless controversy, they paascd their time as 
they sailed along the coast of Asia Minor, generally keeping 
sufficiently close to it to distinguish the opulent cities, adorned 
with stately temples, and surrounded with groves, which then 
thickly studded those now deaoUte andalmostdeserted shores. 
Touching at Rhodes as well as at several of the green and 
smiling islands of the iEgean Sea, and received everywhere 
by the congregations of the faithful with signal marks of 
sespect and homage, they sailed through the Hellespont, and 
passed into the Propontis, at the entrance of which, on tha 
Thracian coasts Sebastian, who had incessaiftly bewailed the 
loss of his mistress, surveyed with a sad heart and wistful 
eyes the wall^ of Heraclea, where he had hoped, under the 
sanction of her uncle, to have been united to her for ever. 
Bodily debility and mental suffering had affected him with 
such a prostration of spirits, that he submitted in listless 
despondency to his fate, scarcely noticing any other object 
after they lost sight of the last- mentioned city. Upon his 
companions, however, the beauties of the scenery were by no 
means thrown away, as they coasted the southern shores of 
tlie Propontis, which, afler shelving for some distance to the 
water in gentle slopes, picturesquely dotted with cities, groves, 
and gardens, gradually assumed a more hilly character, until, 
as our voyagers advanced, their attention was absorbed by 
the majestic appearance of Mount Olympus, belted at its 
base with gigantic plane and chestnut trees, and cinctured at 
a higher elevation with pines, whose dark masses were 
strongly contrasted with the circle ofsnow which still crowned 
its suoimii. 



■5 



ftEBASTXlIC AKD ITDIA. 107 

At (ha extremity of the Gulf of Cius, where a number of the 
imperial carriages were in waiting to receive them, they 
laddedy and after some delay, occasioned by difficulty in 
settling points of precedence, were driven in state to the Lake 
AscaMus, upon which they embarked in a sumptuous barge 
belonging to the emperor, profusely decorated with the sacred 
emblem of Christianity. ^ At the eastern end of this lake 
stood the extensive city of Kicea, or Nice, the capital of 
Bithynia, defended by a loAy double wall^ surmounted at 
regular distances with lowers alternately square and round.^ 

Om* episcopal voyagers and their attendants made their 
approach iit a sort of triumph ; the serene splendour of the 
weather, for it was now the month of May, adding to the 
beauty of a spectacle, which comprised the wooded hills and 
villages that skirted the pellucid Lake A^canius, the rocks and 
forests of Mount Olympus towering grandly at a moderate 
distance, and the walls of the city; upon which the whole 
population viras crowded, while large white flags hoisted 
from the summit of every tower, reposed upoq the gentle 
breeze, and displayed to the sun the glittering cross with 
which they wero emblazooed* 

As thesacred barge approached the mole, innumerable 
voices rent the air With acclamations, small white flags were 
waved from the wails in all directions, bands of music 
sounded a melodious welconie, and the bishops, presbyters, 
mdothersVho had previously arrived, being habited in their 
robes of oflice, went in procession to the water's edge to 
receive their reverend brethren, chanting in chorus, — ^<Now 
therefore, ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fel- 
low^citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.*'t 

Under the walls were stationed the imperial guards, 
exhibiting the prevailing symbol of the cross upon their heU 
mets and breastplates, so that the whole pomp wore the air 
of an august Christian solemnity, at the same time that the 
numero^'troops, by the splendour of their armour, the silence 
that pervaded their close, immoveable ranks, and their stern 
aspects, recalled ideas of the ancient military grandeur of 

* The walls; which in the time of Strabo were two milee in cir- 
camf«rence, atiU exist in tolerable preeervation, but the city Isredtfced 
U a few hundred mieerable and decaying tiBiieineiitJk 

t £phes» ii. 19. . . 
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the Romans* An the bishops landed according to rank and 
seniority, for a strict etiquette was observed in aH thdi pro* 
ceedings, they received the kiss of peace, and the enstaamry 
booedictton from their brethren on the mole ; while many of 
the common people, kneeling reverently down, and kisnog 
the hein of their garments, welcomed them to Nice, and im* 
plored their benediction. 

To Sebastian, who was a close observer of the seene, ail 
t^s was matter of deep wonderment ; for hie sednded life ia 
the island of Crete had prevented his knowing the extent of 
the state and dignity which the professed reoomieexs ef all 
worldly pon^ and vanities had already begun to aorame; 
nor was he yet prepared for the profound hcmiage whiekthey 
seemed to exact as their right. At first he imagined that 
this veneration must be limited to the common people^ but 
he was quickly undeceived. At a little distaoee he saw ad- 
vancing towards him the laborum or sacred banner, beis^ 
a lofty pike with a transversal beam, from which depended a 
silken veil, curiously enwrought with the imageeof GcNistaii- 
tine and bis children, while its summit supported a erowo of 
gold, enclosing the mysterious monogram, at once expresnve 
of the figure of the cross, and the initial letters ctf the name 
of Christ. This consecrated banner was entrvsted to fifty 
chosen champions, who, while they were engaged in the exe^ 
cution of their office, were understood to be secure and 
invulnerable amid all the darts of the enemy. The splendid 
and gigantic body-guards, known by the name of Joviene 
and Herculeans, marched behind the holy standard ^tiie 
flourish of trumpets, the clangour o( military rausie^ tiie 
acclamations of the people, and their loud cries of ^^ C&asar I 
Caesar !" announced the presence of the emperor ; and Se- 
bastian, hardly ti^isting the evidence of his own eyesyiaawtbe 
mighty master of the world, awfid in hk imperial pw^le, 
and surrounded with aM the dread attributes of soverei^ty, 
descend hastily fi-om his horse, make hupble obeisaDee ^ 
the Metropolitan of Alexandrin, and demand hie benedifidaa« 
Calling by name for Saint Papbnucios, a Tfadban^ biahefH 
whose right eye had been put out in Maximin's persecution, 
he devoutly kissed the sightless socket, as he did the scars <^ 
several others whohad refused, under torture^ to abandon the 
true faith, congratulating the whole assemblage on tbeirsafe 
arrival, as well as on the advent of happy and trttRnj^iaiit 
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d&ft for tbe Chtistkin chnrcfa, imd invitiag Ibtai to* become 
iiniMttes oi the imperial palace while they remained ai Nice. 
To this fiattering request a gratefiri eoapMance was ef coofae 
aeeeded, when tbe emperor and his rereiend^ gvu^ate, escorted 
bj the body^goardsv preceded bf the Iabaraaa» and attended 
by tbe shouting meltitude, passed in aB pomp under ono 
1^ the city gates, and tluoogh the prineipal streetB, t(» 
tiie paiace. 

That which bad afRvded themost amazement to Sebastian, 
after the spectacle of the emperor's setf-hiimiUatioii, was tbo 
singidarity of hks personal appearanee. AsBodatlngf m his 
notKHrof a RofAao Caesar, the purple badge of soyepeigsty 
wit^ the simpliekiy of astern steel-dad warrior, he was propor* 
tiofii^supi^d^ben besaw the Christian Constantino, now 
adranced in years, tricked w§i in att the effeminaey of oriental 
Ittxury; His iilse hair of Tarious colours was laboriously 
apfaoged by tbomo(rt sfciHul artists ; a dBvdem of a new and 
more costly fashion eiicir<^ed bis brows ; a prof usioiKrf' gems^ 
amd pearls, of collars and bracelets, adovned bis person ; laa 
flowing robe of variegated silk was curioiisfy embroidered 
with flowers of gold; and the air was ktaded wiib pmri^miee 
as he moved akmg. 

On the following morning all the bishc^ and ecclesiastica 
who had hitherto arrived^ beaded by the emperor and bis 
court, went in solemn {ffoeessum to the tombs of the diflbfont 
saiia^ and martyrs who had been bmried ^ Nke, paying all 
henour to their memories, and listening to aJunaral oration or 
sermon pronounced over tbeir remains' by the AietropoUtimor 
Constantinople* It was on tbe afternoon of tiiis <by, wbra 
the people^ baring tiolongerany religioiis or militiiff spectacle 
to Migage^ir attention, Ibllowed the bent of their inelina* 
tionsytlmt Sebi»tian had anopportunity of obserring^ not only 
the great vliriety in their countenanees ami costmnes, for 
natiTes fknnall parts of the world were at this juneturecon- 
gregated in the city, but ^ strange oecupatioii in winch th^ 
passed their time. Attraetet by curiosity to behold thft 
aaeembliBg of the council, or perhaps by the hope of influx 
encing its decisions, hither had flodied entfansiaje^ faaatiGSy^ 
and secfilries of all sorts, besides imiumerabls disputants and 
orators of tbe laity, many of whom hed draumup^oafessiotti 
of faith to be submlMed for adoption to tbeasscmbled bislmpe 
1^ followers of ^e HomoueiostndHommousioswitfebers 
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q>lit into Bamerous minor sects of Anomiaeans, Ursaeiauvi 
NovatiaaS) ApctUinarians, Manichieans, Montanists, Sabel- 
liansy and others ; a crowd of sophists, rhetoricians, and coun- 
sellors were brought to the same spot to display thdr skill 
in wranglingt cavil, and controversy ; while not a few of the 
rwnaining pagan philosophers, recognisable by their long 
beards and staffs, were collected for the malicious purpose 
of catching objections and fallacies, and thus inflaming the 
diiiferenceB of the Christians ; or with the less culpable object 
of seeking amusement from the general contention. 

Many of these parties held in their liaiuls a creed of their 
own composition, which they defended with the united tena* 
city of authors and sectarists ; others carried witii them a 
copy of the Scriptures, to whidi they appealed every BMHneot 
in confirmation of their own peculiar tenets, and hurled 
unsparing anathemas at all wlu> differed from them. As 
Mark the slave, accompanied by the wondering Sebastian, 
strolled amid this crowd of fierce disputants^ he displayed 
his turn for raillery with a freedom that occasionally exposed 
him to some peril. '< Silence i'' he exclaimed, with a sten- 
torian and authoritative voice, throwing himself into the midst 
of one of these knots of wranglers, who at the sight of such 
an unexpected apparition, unconsciously obeyed him. ^*l 
have a most important proposition to mako to you," con- 
tinued Mark, assuming 4i mysterious. gravity, '^ and one that 
must needs receive implicit assent, since it will oquaUy bene- 
fit you all. I have observed^ my brethren, that you always 
begin your discussions while you are yet calm and cool, 
beneath the shade of some bhurch or lofty buiicHng ; and that 
as your numbers increase, and you become more and more 
inflamed with controversy andcholer, you hustle one another, 
until you gradually work your way, as' you have done at pres- 
ent, into the boiling rays of the sun, where you make the air 
additionally sultry by your mutual denunciati(His of unquench- 
able fire. Now I beg leave to suggest that you should re- 
verse this process ; that you should begin in the sun, and that, 
as your minds and bodies become heated, you should progres- 
sively shoulder one another into the shade." 

The air of mock gravity with which he delivered this 
ridiculous speech, elicited a loud laugh from an exterior 
circle of pagans, who, with countenances wreathed into every 
variety of derisive smite or sardonic grin, had been watching 
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the proceedings, as they leaned upon their stafis ; but the 
objects of Mark's raillery, far from viewing it as a Ytsibleaffair» 
assailed him with clamorous invectiveSy and would quickly 
have left marks of their wrath upon his body, had not his 
escape been facilitated by the heathen philosophers, who 
suffered him and his companion tapass, and then closed 
around the chafing disputants as before* Sebastian would 
have checked the petulance which he was scarcely in suffix 
cient spirits to enjoy ; but Mark, who was a prpfessed ban- 
terer, and a dear lover of playful mischief, could not restrain 
bis perilous dicacity whenever an opportunity was afforded 
for its indulgence. At a little distance from tlie scene of 
bis late exploit, he beheld three bald-headed men, who, having 
differed from each other as to the proper location of the par- 
ticles and prepositions in a passage of the creed, devoted 
their adversaries to e;scommuDication with loud cries of ana- 
thema-7-maranatba ; and finally worked tbeniselves up into 
such an ungovernable rage, -that they were tearing each other 
by the beard just as Mark reached them. Separating them 
by main force, for, though shprt and corpulent, the slave, 
possessed qiuch muscular pawer, he placed his hand succes- 
sively upon their bald heads, exclaiming^ as they gazed at 
him in silent wonderment^r— ^^ My good friends, I am not 
surprised that nothing grows on the outside of these sconces, 
for had there been brains enough within to afford nourish-, 
ment to one capillary root, you could not have failed to per- 
ceive that you were playing at a losing game." 

'' How ? how ? bow ?" asked the infuriated anciepts. 

" Because there is only a single hair's difference between 
you, and yet you have each lost some scores from your 
respective beards. And all gray too ! For shame ! For 
shame ! For shame !" — Exasperated as they were, the ob- 
jects of this rebuke seemed to feel its poignancy, for they 
skulked jiway among the crowd, muttering their anathemas 
in a subdued tone. Not always did the fierce dogmatists 
and disputants confine their hands to the twitching of each, 
other's beards, or the denouncement of mutual condemns-, 
tion ; a mob of them, after haying exhausted all their theo- 
logical arguments, and spent their whole vocabulary of al^use, 
being seen hotly engaged in convincing their opponents with 
sticks and staves. Advancing with an air of meek commis- 
eration towards two of these combatants, who, after wound- 
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iog eieh other in the head, had retired from the firaj to 
reeeive aanflCance, Mark requested leave to congratulate them 
OB the great ^seenmieiit they had both evinced. 

** Dncermnent ?" groaned the sufferers—^* in what way ?'• 

<<Iif respeettvelj attaeking your adversary on his weak 
aide,'* replied Mark, when, with a ceremonioiis bow, and an 
air of iittpertarbabie gravity, he pursued his way. Thus asr 
he passed along, and often to the great annoyance of Se- 
bastian, he exercised his raillery, sparing none, and ezhilHt-^ 
iBg^ as much dexterity in avoiding, as rashness in provoking^ 
Ae hostility of the parties thus impertinently assailed. 

Three hundred bishops had now assembled ; the ecc]e- 
ssMties of every rank, sect, and denomination, convened 
from all parts of Europe, Asia, and Africa, were computed 
at two thousand and forty-eight persons ; and the council 
proceeded to exercise its functions. Arius the h^^esiareh, 
on the day before that which was fisred for bis pubKc and 
decisive trial, was summoned to receive a statemmit of the 
ease, fai» defendants beinsf Eusehius, bishop of Nicoaiediay 
Theognis of Nice, and Maris of Gbaleedoft ; while ^be tuk 
of arraigning him devolved chiefly upon the dauntless and 
eloquent Atbanasius, who had been selected for that pmrpose. 
The rhetoriciatis and masters of the schools, aided by the 
gentile philosophers, tost no opportunity of embroiling tho 
discudiion, untH one of tliese cavillers, who had been piff- 
ticularly malapert and abusive, hearing a plain and honest 
layman by his side repeat a shovt summary of his (kith in 
the name of the Saviour, was so miraculously affected by it 
that he became instantly converted, — a circumstance, <' which 
with nfost solemn asseverations," says the ecclesiastical hi»» 
torian,* ^^he ascribed entirely to a divine impulse, and 
recommended it to the serious consideration of his brotiier 
sophists." 

Or the day appointed fl>r the final examination ot Arius'e 
cause and doctrines, the bishops went in procession to tbr 
pialace, and having taken their places in the great hatt^ 
vrheiein the council was to be held, were shordy foltowed 
by the emperor, who remained standing in the midst of the 
assembly, such was^ the deference and veneration he showed 
tid the hofy fathers, till, upon his application for that purpose^ 

*^^Sozomen, b, i. e. 18. 
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AejgKve bim a sign to «l down^ wliidb be didi^Qii ft Ibrone 
ptepareii for him at the upper end of titttapartflteaty and all 
the council seated tfaemselyes in the same insteat . After a 
prdkainary oration from Eustathius of Antiecb, seconded 
by Eusefafttts of CsBsarea^ the enperor addressed the saes^ 
detal assemblage, earnestly ^dioftinf tfaem to unanimity^ 
and reminding tfaem how mucb they veuld e;qpoae both 
theniselTes and thcdr religren, as well asabuae their recent 
detiimrance from the rage and t^rranaj of petsecnting prkuBesii 
if thef plunged into d^mtes about subtle distinctions aad 
inscrutable mysteries. Animated, and sometimes angry 
discussions ensued, but at last their determinations were 
recorded, and almost unanimously subscribed, in that con- 
fession of faith which forme the basis of our present Nicene 
creed, imbodying in it the all- important word ^* Homousios," 
or consubstantial, and terminating with an anathema against 
all those who maintained a contrary doctrine. 

So little were the members of the council, who had been 
eemveBed from the remotdst parts of the earth to deliberate 
QfK» the en^ty letter of the gosp^, imlHied witb its ebari* 
tM» and loving R|Hcit, that many of the &ction^aBd some 
of tbe most distiaguiBhed pi^atea who: cuMBfposed it^bad 
dfawn up Micisdpattons against each otbcTr inrolvki^ cba^lpea 
ef^thei most grave and beinoua nature, wfaicb they had laid 
baibre the emperer, in ^e hope of ruiniog the ebjeeta of 
tiMir malice. Witb a magmmimity wbleb shows the impe« 
iial neophyte to baveundc^ood the practice of Chrisdaiiky 
■Kiefa better than the motsed digakariea who ccnteiitod 
tiboaiselTes witii tl» barren exposition of ita mysteries, Coo*> 
atantinet at the conelnsioB of tbe eeuatil, pcodneed the 
tanHe of these accusatioas, sealed wkb Us own seal* and 
Qoimsitted it to the flames in ike pieseace of the £itdbera^ 
aM^riag them he had never read its etrntents, and thai he 
was so sensible of die bad conseqbeoeea of sufoing Uie 
Mseendaet of tiie clergy to be ps^Hdy expoaed, that, if he 
riwurid ever be so unhappy as to delict a bishop ifi the aet 
ot m, he wmM iaierpese bis owir robe to ei^eeal Itmn 
WbateMr ^saj^atmeiit apafa geaeveaa eoadoei mi^ 
eeeaMii to these wlm bad beped to undenaine th0 eb|esla 
ef Ibeip disltfce, there eaa be HttM deMM tiMit tbe ndwie 
aisenflMafe irere penetrated iritb a due fratitade to the 
anqwfep for bis eoncfadinff^^dedaralieB^ - i*" 




114 SOXAlfCE OF THB BAUT AGES. 

Episdos ware trinsmitted both from the synod and from 
ihe emperor to different churches of Christendoniy an- 
nouncing that they had anatheti^tized all the impious blas- 
I^eniies and heresies oi the execrable Arius, whontthey had 
epndemned to perpetual exeommunieation and banishment ; 
and calling upon the fbUoirers of the Catholic church to 
eoolbrm mth a perfect unity and communion to that pro- 
fession of faith, which, receiving the seal and attestation of 
so many intelligent and religious bishops* might be considered 
as the infallible determination of God himself. Thus ended 
the celebrated Council of Nice. 



CHAPTER V. 

SBBAstiAM was variously and deeply affected by the 
transactions of which he had been an observer . during his 
residence at Nice. While his bodily health bad experienced 
a rapid re*establisfamcRt, a not less marked and ben^cial 
change had been operated upon his mind. In accordance 
with his father'tf wisfaes* he bad nominally embraced Chris- 
tianityt but^ never having studied its precepts and doctrinesi 
he knew little of its immeasurable superiority over the 
irrational fables and immoral practices of paganism, and 
remained of course unpenetratied by its hallowing spirit ; 
whent however, heatodied the Scriptures, under thcinlluenee 
of a depvesaediJidMricms spirit, and in the persuasion that 
the recent events wherein he had figured bad been wrought 
by some special interference of Providence, he quickly 
became a zealoua proselyte to the gospel trutbiEi ; being the 
more readily impelled to thi^ coni4ction) because their 
dictates found an tmmediateresponseinbis ownheart, which 
was naturally pure and afiisctioiiate. Bishop Alexander, 
who, like the rest ofhia bretbreut aaw the fidger of Heaven 
perpetually displayed* and imagined Sebastian to haiee been 
purposely thrown in bis way Uiat he might effeet his, 0on« 
version, condeseended to become his occasional iostructer; 
and it is unnecessarf to add that the pupill was taught 4k> 
look upon the Trinitarian doctrine as the sum and subelance 
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of Christianity; to uttach more importance to the word 
Homousios than to the entire spirit of the gospel ; and to 
consider the wtiole duty of man as pretty nearly comprised 
in the intense hatred of Arius and his d^estable tenets. 
Such was the proficiency he evinced in every respeet> except 
the latter, for his amiable heart rejected much of the odium 
theohgicum, that his patron recommended his qualifying 
himself for the church (a short and simple process in those 
days), offering at once to receive him as a catechumen^ and 
promising such futare support and advancement as his good 
conduct might merit. 

Thrown iamid strangers in a foreign land, without any 
immediate means of support, or of returning to his father, 
Ihis was a proposal which Sebastian would have been hardly 
warranted in rejecting, even had he not begun to imagine 
that h^ had received a supernatural call to the Christian 
ministry. That he was altogether uninfluenced by worldly 
motives in accepting the good bishop's offer, we will not 
positively affirm; but that he was himself unconscious of 
any such incentives, may be safdy stated. In faurness^ 
however, we must make one exception. Dark as was the 
ftite that hung over his betrothed Lydia, and small as was 
tlie ehance of his ever again ^holding her, his attachments 
instead of being diminished by his conversion from a nominal 
to a heartfelt and zealous Christianity, seemed tQ have ac- 
quired an additional depth and tenderness, as if the torch of 
love had been lighted afresh at the flaming altar of religion. 
Ib the belief endeavoured to be impressed upon him by 
CAhers, that his guardian angel had severed the rope, and 
thus separated them, in order to save his soul frem falling 
into the snare of idolatry, be could not acquiesce ; though 
he now acknowledged the insuperable objections to their 
union while she remained in her present benighted state as 
to the saving truUis of religion. In proportion, howevert 
as be felt not only the impossibility of his marrying a pagan, 
but the harrowing apprehension that his bdov^ Lydia must 
suffer final perdition unless she abjured her false gods, he 
became penetrated with an intense and absorbing anxiety 
to discover her, if she still existed, to convert her to hn 
own faith, and to isolemnize their nuptials at a Christiaii 
mHar. Before, therefore, he would adopt the bishop's 
reeoomiendii^iiMi of devoting himsdf ta the chorch, he in- 
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quired wheftker there woeld be any objection to his espousing 
llie object of bis inalienable affection, in case she should 
still fofftunatelj exist, and be willing to embrace Gbristianitf. 

^ The mysterious way in which she was cut off from the 
Aril of Orthodoxy,''^ said the bishop, <^ proves to me that she 
will nefer be reunited to it By the sword was the boat- 
lope efidenliy smitten asundery and by the same sword, or 
by tiie waves of the sea, do i believe her to have pertslied. 
What reason have you fbr supposing her to be still in ex- 
istence?" 

** My undiminished affection,'* replied Sebastian, '* and 
the cofifidefit assurances of my yearning heait." 

^' These are not reasons, young man, but vague feelinga 
and desires ; the sm<^e of a passicm whose fire ought to be 
eztingvisbed if you are i& enter the sanctuary of the efaufcfa.*' 

** I cannot discover," resumed Sebastian, ^* that celibacy 
is anywhere enjoined upon the ministers of the gosp^.^' 

^ It may not be immediately commanded ; yet marriagd 
baa been deemed 1^ many of the fathers scarcely compaiable 
with a strict performance of spiritual duties. The efauieb 
he serves is the proper spouse of a conscientioDs priest, 
who should desire Ho other children than his flock. Yoa 
bave read how the pioua Origen excluded himself for ever 
from the conjugal estate ; and even I, albeit unworthy to 
be named in the same breath with that illustrious saint, but 
net forgetting the examples set me by Nicholas the deacon, 
and St. Matthias the disciple, thought it incumbent upon 
me when ! became a l»shop, to separate myself from the 
society of my wifo,-^an arrangement to which she hersiAft 
tfiough not always amenable to marital authority, gave a 
witling assent. Such was the sacrifice we mutually made 
firom a sense of duty." 

<« But it most be recoHected, most reverend sir^ that yod 
had both passed the meridian of Hfe, had lived together for 
BMuy years, and, as 1 have been told, bad been disappoifiteil 
ef the happiness and concord that is generally sought in the 
married state." 

^ You have picked up this idle tale," said the bisiop» 
somewhat tartly, ** from Murk the slave, whose licentious 
tongtie, which I ought sooner to have bridled, does not even 
qmre his own master, and the sacred dignHaries ol Ihe 
chnich* Hm renegade-must sttU be a pagawin his heart. 
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or he would not impiously question the motifw of a Cbrig- 
tian hisbop and a metropolitan." 

Sebastian defended the slave fcom any Intentional disre«' 
spect towards his master, and tb^i renewed the conrenation. 

^^ Whither can we better betake ounelves for authority 
upon this point, most reverend sir, than to the apostles 
themselvest of whom we know that tinreo were marriecl,-^St* 
Peter, St. Paul, and St Philip ? The latter had children, 
so also had St. Peter, who, as I lately readin Clem^tybefaohl- 
ing his wife carried to martyrdom^ exulted and encouraged 
her, and earnestly exhorted her not to shrink from her &te." 

'<Oh! the devout husband! I can easily imagine U«'' 
exclaimed the bishop. ^' Under similar circumstances 1 
should myself have done the same." 

^ And St. Paul," resumed Sebastian, ^'not only tells the 
Corinthians that < it is better tp marry than burn,' but in his 
epistle to the Hebrews, declares that 'jnarriage is honour^ 
able in ail;^ a comprehensive phrase, from which we caimot 
exclude the ministers of the gospel." 

'^ You seem to have perused the Scriptures with a special 
reference to this object," said the bishop ; — ^* wherefore you 
will doubtless remember Uie denunciations in the last chapter 
of Nehemiah, against those who marry strange wives, mean- 
ing thereby the daughters of the heathen." 

" That is a union of which I now perceive the sinfulness, 
and which I swear to you never to commit," exclaimed 
Sebastian fervently.' ^^Lydia, if she still lives, and should 
ever be restored to roe, most abjure paganism, or we part 

40 meet no more !" 

'< It is well," said the bisbop :-^^' altbcHigh I strenuously 
counsel celibacy to the clergy, as more favourable to the 
rigorous discharge of their spiritual functions, I am ready 
to acknowledge that their marriage is iiowhere expressly 
forbidden." 

<^ Had it been so," replied Sebastian, ^' I could not con^ 
^cientiously have devoted myself to the service of the 
•church : for my soul not only cherishes the conviction that 
Lydia still exists, but clings fondly and immoveably to Uie 
hope of again meeting her, of nniting her to itself in the 
Chri^lan fakb) and of making her the inseparable compan- 
ion of its earthly pilgrimage." 

Mar k^ who liad dressed Sebastkuri's wounds 6om tibe day 
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of Ljdia's dbappearanco, and whose careful nursing, not 
less than his cheerful conversey had mainly contributed to 
his recovery, had now become his principal associate, the 
bishop being almost constantly occupied, during their abode 
at Nieey by bis episcopal avocations. 

In his walks, however, round the beautiful environs of the 
city, our young neophyte had one other friend and compan* 
ion, terms which we cannot consent to qualify, when we 
admit that we have applied them to his faithful dog, Phulax. 
At a time of moral change and convulsion, when the firmest 
friendships and the tenderest affections are liable to be torn 
asunder by religious or political differences, it is natural that 
men should attach themselves to domestic animals, who, if 
they possess not the use of rea^n, are at least free from its 
abuse, their fidelity being proof against the bitterness of 
party, the corrosions of envy, or the seductions of corrup- 
tion. Besides these ordinary recommendations to favour, 
Phulax was to his master a mine of pleasant associations^ 
by which he still allied himself to his absent Lydia, wooing her 
through the medium of their joint preserver, and talking of her 
to the hound,as if he were addressing himself to a rational being. 
^ To judge indeed by the varying expressions of the animars 
intelligent countenance, it might almost have been surmised 
that he fully comprehended his mastcr^s meaning. At every 
mention of Lydia's name he whined and shook bis tail ; 
and as he was the only animated being who evinced any 
sympathy upon the subject, we need not wonder that 
Sebastian, delighting to call this fellow-feeling into exercise, 
made him the companion of his wanderings, and in the 
fellowship of a dumb, but faithful and sagacious animal« 
found a sufiicing substitute for human society. 

With the Scriptures in his hand, and Phulax by his side, 
he would often wander along the romantic banks of the Lake 
Ascaoius, or among the groves of chestnut and pine that 
darkened the hiil^ in the direction of Mount Olympus, 
meditating upon the sublime truths of religion, pausing to 
survey the beauties of nature, of which he was a passionate 
admirer, or fondling his "dog, while he ejaculated the name 
of his lost mistress, recalled, with a melancholy yearning, 
all thehr past interviews, and sighed deeply at the thought 
that they might never meet again. This may be deemed a 
strange medley of sacred and profane feelings for a young 
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stfideDt in divinity ; and such it might weH be pnmoiuiced, 
if he had to learn only the raystenes and the barren letter 
of the gospel law ; but he who feels that the Cbristiaii 
dispensation is one of universal love, which roust soften and 
impress the heart at the same time that it convinoe^ the 
understanding, will be persuaded that he is not inappropri- 
ately qualifying himself for Its ministry, and imbuing himself 
with its spirit, when hesnfiei^ all his affections to expand, and 
sympathizing with every thing that surroimds him, whether 
living or inanimate, humbly endeavours to ^> look through 
nature up to nature's God.'' 

Mark highly approved Sebastian's d^ermination^ of quali^ 
fying for the church . * ' By Zaccheus the slave and martyr 1" 
heexclaimed> for he always swore by that satnt^as having 
conferred a sort of religious dignity even upon the servile 
state — ** you have made a pious choice and a prudent. To 
be perfectly independent^ you must be either above the 
world or below it, a truth of which Alexander was sensiUe 
when he said that, if he were compelled to chang^isonditions 
with any man, it should be with Diogenes. So have I no 
hesitation in declaring that if I did not enjoy the freedom 
of being a slave, who cares for nobody and laughs at every- 
body, 1 would wish to be one of the hierarchy, endowed as 
they are, through the munificence of our pious emperor, 
with all sorts of privileges and immunities. Salve ! most 
reverend biahop in future! If you permit me to light your 
church lamps, as I have done those of my master Alexander, 
I will render your discourses so luminous that your congre^ 
gation shaUr upon the first vacancy, infallibly elect you to 
the episcopal chair ; and thus shall you enjoy the enviable 
fate of securing to yourself all sorts of honours, dignities, 
and good things, both in this world and the next.'' 

Sebastiau rebuked him for talking thas idly, ^dechirti^ 
that, when he accepted his patron's recommendation to 
devote himself to the cbarch, he had not been in the smallest 
degree swayed by interested motives. 

<* Cry you mercy!" exclaimed the slave, with an incredu- 
lous smile ; '< since you reject the loaves and fishes^ you are 
probably ambitious of fire and fagot, and all the other 
tleHghts of martyrdom. What chrcus will you select lor 
your exploits, and whom would you more especially covet 
to imitftte ? Ignatius in the jaws of wUd beasts \ the aged 
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P<^earp wrappod in a shroad of flames ; Potamiasna and 
Marcdia» in « funiaoe of boiling pitch ; Matiirus and 
Sanctus, scourged, torn by savage anifflais,and then bf oiled 
on a gridiron ; M elra« in his old age, stoned to death, Ki^w 
the peieeeotors had outrageoosly l^at his body with clabSf 
and ran spikes into his eyes ?*' 

*< Hold V hold !" cried Sebastian, /< I. want not to learn 
any more than to eofdnre the soSaringa of those pious men." 

** These are eanparative pleasures," said Mark ; *^ I was 
eoming to the suQerings presently, iR>r I was about to tell 
you of Porphyry with his ribs bare of fleshy and his bowds 
in his han<k, sOckiog in the flames prepared to cooseme 
him ; of Adrian and Eobuius, with the pincers tearing one 
skie of tiieir bodies, ahd wild beasts the other ; oi Peter, 
who, thottgh a retainer of 4be courts was so firm in tiie 
inith, that neither flaying, pickling, nor broiling eould warp 
him ; of Epimachus and Alexander, who, after enduring 
other dreadful torm^its, were suffocated in^ quicklimo : — 
nay, I most xequesl yoor patience a little longer, while I 
relate the tortures of those indomitable femalee, Blan<Una, 
Quinta, ApoHonia, Theodosia, nnd Valentina; of that 
invincible triumrirate, H^on, Atevi and Isidore; and of 
their worthy rivab, the three brothers of Gaza, who, as they 
were dragged «long the streets, were assailed with all the 
usual artillery of an enraged multitude, while the women 
left their work to tmrment them with tbeir needles, and the 
cooks thrust their spits into them and dashed boiling water 
in their faces." 

^ Enough 1 enough I we are no longer exposed to aoch 
revcdting enormities," said Sebastian, '^ fcHr they proceeded 
from the rage of the pagans, whose religion and worldly 
interests were alike endangered by the progress of Cfaria- 
tianity,^-^a fact which may serve to explain, though it cannot 
eXoQse, their ruthless cruelties*" 

^' How then do you account for the persecutions which 
the Christians have infli^ed upon each other?" asked 
Maiic, who lovedto gibe at all parties. ^^ They have rivalled 
the barbarities of the pagans for a difference of doctrine m> 
trifling, as to be perceptible to few, and intelligible by none." 

*^ These are miserable mistakes, which, if I ever rise to 
the^ministry, I will endeavour to expose." 

<*^What! would you derive reasoning creatur««.of the 
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ftod tormenting their fellow naen ? Eyen the sufferers will 
late you for defrauding them of the crown of martyrdom : 
you will he treated as an- infidel and a common enemy, and 
will infallibly expose yourself to endure in your own person 
that which you deprecate in otheri ; and so good night, most 
heroical martyr in future !** With these words he poured 
part of the oil of his lamp upon the earth, as a libation to 
Mercuty, whom he invoked at the same time to send theia 
sound Asleep and pleasant dreams. 

''How!" exclaimed Sebastian, not less surprised than 
scandalized, '^do you still invoke the gods of the heatheuT* 

'' See how difficult it is to forget old habits!'* said Mark : 
'*i was lamplighter in a temple of Mercury before I exer- 
cised that office in a Christian church, so that I have, 
illuminated all sorts of people," ' ■ ■ 

/^And I fear have remained in the dark yourself," 
observed Sebastian. - 

" We shall both be in that predicament if we prolong our 
discourse, for the oil waxeth low; wherefore once more, 
good night l** 

When the council broke up, the members who had com- 
posed it lost no time in returning to their respective dioceses 
4md abodes; for which purpose, the public post»carriages 
and horses, together with the government vessels of every 
description, were placed at their disposal, and all their 
expenses were still defrayed by tlie emperor. 

Bishop Alexander, accepting the invitation of the Metro- 
politan of Constantinople, to accompany him to that city, 
in order to witness his solemn enthronization, the perfonn- 
ance of which had been deferred until he could secure the 
presence of his imperial master, offisred to take Sebastian 
in his retinue, promising him a passage in the vessel that 
was subsequently to convey him to Alexandria. As our 
yoirog probationer found that his patron intended to stay 
some weeks in the new metropolis, he acceded to this 
proposition the more readily, since the delay would give 
him an opportunity of visiting his native island, which he 
was anxious to do, not only for the purpose of seeing his 
father, and communicating to him his present plan of life, 
but of making inquiries respecting his beloved Lydia. If 
still in existence, he concluded that she would either return 
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home, or make known to her parent upon what shore her 
destiny bad thrown her ; in either of which alternatives it 
was Sebastian^s intention to seek her out, to commence 
immediately the work of her conversion, and, if successful^ 
to marry her and carry her with him to Alexandria. 

When saddened with forebodings that she might have 
perished at sea, or that, even if alive, he might never 
recover her, he usually betook himself for consolation to his 
faithful hound, in whose cheerful recognition of the word 
Lydia, whenever it was mentioned, he fancied he could 
discover an auspicious augury. Superstitions of this nature 
had not then been* shaken off by much older Christians than 
Siebastian ; and even in our own enlightened era, . it is 
difficult for the he^rt to free itself from similar vain im- 
pressions, while it is brooding over tho weal or wo of a 
beloved and absent object. 

The voyage of the bishops and their attendants down the 
Propontis was performed in safety, and the lofty buildings of 
the new Rome were soon seen, appearing to emerge from 
the distant waters. To an observant eye, Constantinople pre- 
sented at this moment a busy and an interesting spectacle ; 
for the emperor, eager to establish the grandeur of a city 
that was to rival ancient Rome, to carry his name down to 
tlie latest posterity, and remain as an imperishable monument 
of his Christian zeal, urged the progress of the various w<^rks 
with a fond impatience that often quickened their comf^etion 
at the expense of their durability. Many thousands of archi- 
tects and workmen were employed in constructing a magnifi- 
cent palace for the sovereign, spacious squares surrounded 
with porticoes, aqueducts, hippodromes, a circus, numerous 
handsome fountains, and all other edifices that might conduce 
either to the beauty or utility of a magnificent capital* But 
the imperial piety and splendour were more especially dis- 
played in those structures which were devoted to the purpose 
of religion : many of the pagan temples of old Byzantium 
being converted into Christian basilicks, while he entirely 
built the spacious and stately Church of the Apostles, fiur- 
rounding it with cloisters, under which he had already chosen 
his place of sepulture, in order that after his death he might 
partake of the prayers which should be addressed to the holy 
missionaries of the gospel. Wherever it could be more sig- 
nally displayed, the symbol of the cross, with the mysterioua 
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monogram and inscription^ vindicated the title of the first 
Christian city ; and the same sign of redemption, emblazoned 
in jewels upon the ceiling of the state-room in the imperial 
residence, was considered oy Constantino as a consecrated 
charm, in which he should ever find safety and protection. 
His own effigy was carved at the entrance of his palace in the 
attitude of prayer, the hands outstretched, the eyee upturned, 
the cross over his head, and the infernal dragon, stabbed 
through, under his feet. Statuaries, painters, and other 
artists, instead of betaking themselves to Mount Olympus 
and the pagan mythology, were now instructed to select their 
subjects from the Old and New Testaments; so that the 
fountains and other public places were adorned with sculp- 
tures of the good Shepherd or Samaritan, of Daniel in the 
lions' den, of Christ healing the sick, and similar representa- 
tiona In short, every object and usage impressed upon the 
spectator that he was in a Cbristian^ city. No images of 
false god^ were worshipped in the templed ; no altars reeked 
with blood, no victims were burnt with fire, no pagan festi- 
vals were celebrated. 

As Bishop Alexander stood upon the deck of the vessel, 
and counted, as they were successively pointed out to him 
by his brother metropolitan, the domes and towers of the 
stately churches which already adorned the new Rome, his 
delight became gradually exalted into enthusiasm, and he 
thus apostrophized with outstretched arms the objects of his 
admiration. " Hail to the first Christian metropolis I hail 
to the queen of the earth and of the sea ! Hail to the new 
Zion which the pious Constantino hath founded in obedience 
to the miraculously revealed will of Heaven ! Hail to the 
only city of the universal Roman empire which bath never 
been defiled with the worship of idols ; whose air hath never 
shuddered as it bore up to heaven the dying breath of mar- 
tyrs ; whose soil hath never been stained with their blood ! 
O pure and hallowed city ! we may enter thy walls without 
one unpleasant retrospect or a single painful anticipation I'* 

"Be not too sure of that, most reverend sir,'* whispered 
Mark, who stood at a little distance, counting over and pre- 
paring the baggage that was to be landed. 

" What mean you, slave ?'* asked the bishap. " What 
object within those waUs can fill my bosom with vexation ? 
What is there that I can possibly be averse to meet ?'' 

F2 
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-^ That from which jovr rerere»Ge once thoagbt never to 
have separated — ]POur wife !" 

*^ lasoleiit varlet */* cried the hisfaopt reddttiiog with ai^gfefy 
and yet vtriving to check himself before his brother metro- 
politan — ^ Yon abuse the license of speech in which I have 
indulged jou, and have been so long without the stripes yott 
often raeritedy that you have forgotten the whip* How know 
you that the woman is in yonder city ?*' 

** I was toki so at Nice by one who had been her slave, 
and whom (or his good conduct she had generously manu- 
mitted." 

^' Begone, sir, disappear ! It will be long beforeyou earn 
your personal freedom in the same manner.** 

*^ Then I have the better excuse for indulging the freedom 
of my tongue/' said Mark^shrnggiog his shoulders, and turn* 
ing up the palms of his hands with such a look of lackadai* 
sical supplication for forgitenessv thai his good-tempered 
master walked forward to the head of the vessel, to conceal 
the smile which already began to supersede his evanescent 
anger. 

When Sebastian, on the morning after his arrival, strolled 
to the principal buildings and places in company with Marir, 
he soon discovered that the pious founder of OonstsntinopU, 
so far from scrupling to make the objects of pagan venera- 
tion conduce to the triumph of Christianity, had despoiled 
the principal cities of the empire to adorn his own, and had 
endeavoured to conceal the inferiority of modern art by call- 
ing to his aid the genius of Phidias and Lysippc^fh Of the 
statues and trophies thus transplanted, many underwent a 
change, both in their form and use, in order to adapt them to 
their new situation. A colossal bronze statue of Apollo, 
supposed to be the work of Phidias, became, with some slight 
alteration, a representation of the emperor; the goddess 
Cybele was metamorphosed into a Christian virgin ; Castor 
and Polhix assumed scriptural appellations ; and two figures 
of pagan deities, which were probably found inapplicable to 
any better purpose, were exposedtnot to the worship, but the 
ridicule of the people, who were assailing them with missiles 
and opprobrious terms at the moment when our travelers 
reached the spot where they were undergoing this penance. 
— ^*^ These good people," whispered Mark to his companion, 
'* should pelt and vituperate themselves for having been such 



• V 



•XBASlX&H AKD JXmM tM 

ahnpletons as to do homage to yonder sensekas imagea, of 
which the sculpture at least deserves admiration, and ougkt 
to preserve them from this barbarous disfigturementi" 

** Hush !^' said Sebastian, *'if you are OTexheafdy you tHII 
be taken for a pagan, and will receive pei^apa a share of the 
missiles from which yonder uofortunatie Mercury, spite of 
bis winged heels, is unable to escape." 

** Of that there is little fear,** replied the slave; — ^**you 
riiall see me tame yonder brutes and beasts as if I were a 
second Orpheus.*' So saying, he commatMled silence with 
a stentorian voice, threw himself into v^ious antic attitudes 
until ho had secured the attention of the assemblage, and then, 
after his usual prelude of mock flourishes, burst into the song 
in ridicule of the dethroned Gods of Olympus, with which 
he had entertained the assembled bishops, while sailing down 
Uie Nile. It was received with hearty laughter and plaudits, 
'waa clamorously encor^^ and immediately placed its singer 
in high favour with the niob. 

Mark^ who was somewhat vain of his vocal talents, and 
still more so of bis power to cajole all orders of men, while 
lie laughed at them for being his dupes, chuckled hugely at 
ibis success, asking his companion, with a taunting and tri'- 
urophant air, whether he ought not to succeed to the boii^ 
ours which vrere now denied to the mighty master of the 
lyre, once reverenced as the divine ApoTio. Sebastian ad- 
mitted the versatility of talent which -could recommend its 
owner to a grave conclave of bishops, as well as to the 
lowest'rabble of Byzantium. ^* They call me a slave," nM 
Mtakt throwing back hjs bald head, and endeavouring to 
draw up his stunted figure ; *< but am I not in reality the 
master of my iellow-creatures. When I thus play upon them 
ft» I will, and only make them laugh with me, in order that 
I may laugh ai them ?" 

Alas r M9 was a luckless and ill-tkned boast, jfbr the dis- 
play which had called it Ibrth was at this very moment pre- 
paring lor the singer aud his companion a eahmity which 
tfarealened to condemn the future life of each to incessant 
toil, suffering, and slavery. As tiiey were retiring togeth^ 
Irom the assemblage, a swarthy man, whose erafty, stnistw 
pbysiogiiomy prevented his deriving an air of respectability 
oven irom his handsome attire, fdlowing them for a short 
qMtce, at length addressed himself to Mitfk, eaUiog hia his 
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friend and comrade^ and asking bim whether he did not re* 
collect their having caroused together at Nice. 

<< By Zaccheus the slave and martyr!'^ exclaimed Mark, 
^ unless mine eyes deceive me, thou art indeed Aaron the 
converted Jew and tbecamel-driver, in company with whom 
I emptied somefiasks of Phrygian wine at the tavern by the 
Great Cross ; and I am glad to see that thou hast travelled 
to such good account, for thou woarest the looks and garb 
of a thriving merchantf rather than of a sunburnt and dusty 
camel-driver.'* 

^< Three of my ships of the desert,^' said Aaron, who had 
picked up some oriental phrases in his -travels, '* conveyed 
to Nice the baggage of as many Asiatic bishops, for which 
I earned only a paltry freight ; but three others were fortu- 
nately laden with spices on my own account, with which I 
journeyed hither, and have sold them to such advantage, 
that I have settled here as a spice and drug dealer, and have 
despatched my camels to the £a9t for a firesh supply. 1 have 
been now several weeks at Byzantium, and wiU not only be 
your guide in visiting the new buildings, to all of which I 
can procure you access, but will cheerfully repay you the 
flask of wine, which I now recollect to have owed you 
when I left Nice.'* 

*'^ I have no remembrance of that circumstance," said 
Mark; *^ but your memory is doubtless better than minei 
^d I willingly accept your offer." 

^' And I," added Sebastian, '^ will gladly avail myself of 
your assistance to gain admittance to the interior of such 
public buildings as we have not yet inspected." Of theset 
however, it appeared that they had already seen tlie more 
important ; but as they had not yet visited the imperial gran* 
aries and corn-mills, which Aaron declared to be the most 
curious as well as extensive structures in the city, they agreed 
to proceed thither in the first instance. ^' You are doubtless 
aware," said their conductor, '^ that the emperor, in order 
to increase the population of his favourite oity, haa bestowed 
privileges, immunities, and largesses of all sorts upon the 
inhabitants. The Egyptian fleet is constantly emp^yed in 
victualling it ; besides meat and oil, eighty thousand bushels 
of corn, brought from Alexandria, are distributed every day f 
and tlie spacious buildings we «re about to examine have 
been erected for the purpose of storing, and grinding this 
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vast supply.'* On arriving at the works in question, our 
visitants were indeed surprised at their great extent, which, 
however, Aaron maintained to be less worthy of admiration 
than their admirable contrivance, and the various accommo- 
dation which they afibrded to the public. Adjoining to the 
premises were open places for the popular games of the 
lower orders, as well as drinking-rooms for their recreation, 
to one of which Aaron would have forthwith conducted his 
companions, in order to discharge his wine debt, which he 
declared had long hung heavy upon his conscience. Mark 
was very willing to give immediate acquittance to these com- 
punctious visitings; but as Sebastian did not deem it quite 
consistent with his present character to be seen tippling with 
such companions, he pleaded want of time, and begged to 
be led forthwith to the mills. ^^ In that case,*' said Aaron, 
** we must first visit the vast subterranean vaults which receive 
the flour as it is ground, and which are in fact the most curi-* 
ous part of the whole, for you might well imagine them to 
be the work of the Cyclops." 

With these words he took a key from his pocket, and 
opening a small door, ushered them into a covered and 
dknly-lighted passage, at the extremity of which there was 
another strongly-secured door, with a bell beside it, which 
be pulled, and then began to amuse his companions with an 
account of the different noblemen and grandees who had 
visited the vaults on the previous morning. '* The bell did 
not ring," said Mark, afler a short delay. 

" We are always kept waiting at this gate," replied Aaron» 
** but I will pull again." 

On his doing so, the door appeared to open of itself, for 
fio porter was visiUe, when Aaron desired them to walk in 
before him, as he must fasten the gate on the inside. They 
ffid so, but had hardly advanced five paces when the floor 
suddenly sank beneath their feet, they heard the door closed 
and fastened above them, and found themselves instantly 
involved in total darkness. After a rapid descent, the false 
floor upon which they had been standing struck the earth 
so sharply, that they were thrown down, in which situation 
several invisible assailants rushed upon them, forced a gag 
into the mouth of each, and hurried them for some distance 
along a passiBLge that shelved steeply downward. Upon 
Teaching its extremity, whence their cries could no longer 
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be heard upon the upper earth, they were ungagged ; but, * 
before they could ask any questions as to the cause of this 
mysterious outrage, a final door was opened, they wer6 rudely 
thrust through it, and it was closed behind them. 

The scene that now presented itself to tbetr eyes filled 
them with still greater astonishment than their abrupt and in- 
explicable transition from the broad light of day to subter- 
ranean darkness and the ^tssaults of invisible ruffians. Be- 
fore them, lighted by lamps suspended from the roof, stretched 
a succession of spacious vaults, each baring in its centre tb^ 
machinery of a corn-mill, which arinoyed their ears with thp 
whirring and clacking of numerous wheels, while they were 
at the same time startled by the hoarse dissonant laughter of 
the wretches who were engaged in working them. Their 
appearance was rather that of hideous spectres than of 
human beings, for their beards and hair had been suffered 
to run wild ; their features, distorted by suffering and toil, 
were cadaverous from their confinement in an unwholesome 
atmosphere, and rendered still more ghastly by the white 
meal with whidi their whole figures were powdered. 

Instead of commiserating the fate of th& new and be- 
wildered victims, most of the .labourers, made callous by 
maltreatment and wretchedness, mocked at their misforti;ine» 
and gave no other answer to their intenrogatoriea than by 
hoarsely shouting, ^* To the wheel — to the wheel ! you are 
strong and able-bodied, and we want substitutes for two of 
our comrades who died last ni^ht." A youth however, who, 
though he wore the same miserable exterior as the others, 
seemed by his demeanour to be of better condition, as w^ 
as of more humane character than his comrades, st length 
approached them, pronounced the Christian benediction, con- 
doled with them in accents that evinced a tender and sin* 
cere sympathy on the dreadful and hopeless calamity to 
which they were involved, and proceeded to lift up the veil 
which had hitherto concealed from them the fuU extent of 
their misery. From this compassionate and intelligeiit iel- 
low-sufferer they learned that the villain who bad farB»ed the 
mills from the government, and contracted with it for a 
daily supply of Sour, finding it impossible, in the existing 
great demand for labourers, to procure any who would sub- 
mit to the drudgery of woricing the mills,, except at veiy 
high wages, had converted the vaults into a subterranean 
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prison, inta which men were entrapped bj yarious devices, 
and were not only compelled by blows and force to work at 
the wheels but were subjected to every species of privation 
and maltreatment, while they had the additional agony of 
knowing that escape, pr a termination to their evils waaequally 
hopeless ; that they were^ in fact, drudges and slaves for life. 

^< We shall be the better reconciled to death, and shall at 
all events be sure of bread while we live," said Mark, who 
even in this extremity could not refrain from bantering* 

^ Gracious heaven I what a horrible docmi ! what a heart- 
vrathering prospect I" ejaculated Sebastian. *' Bat is thnre 
no resisting this horrible oppression ! Are we not numerous 
enough to master the keepers V\ 

^* Desperation has more than once driven us ta the at- 
tempt," replied the youth, ^ but il only entails destruction 
upon ourselves. Our prison cannot be forced ; we are de-^ 
fenceless, our keepers are armed to the teeth, they cut down 
the refractory without mercy, and bury them in the vaults, 
that the sight of their graves may deter their smrivors from 
imitating their example. Alaa!" continued the youth in a 
trembling voice, while the tears coursed one another down 
his cheeks^ " it was in the llist attempt at refistance that my 
poor father perished, and deprived me of the only solace that 
fiite had left me : I should say, the only earthly solace, for I 
am a Christian, and my religion, teaching me to submit widi 
patience to the evils of this probationary atate^ ofiers me a 
i^ver-failing consolation, by holding out to me the prospeet 
of a future beatitude for the pious and the good." 

'^ So young and yet so devout!" erclaimed Sebastian; 
** how great must be the charm, and how omnipotent the in- 
fluence of holiness, wlien it can reconcile you to such a pre- 
mature sacrifice of the world and its enjoyments ! But how 
came you to be entrapped in this den of unrighteousness, 
and how have so many others been condemned to the same 
servitude?" 

^^ By various devilish contrivances, but principaHy by the 
eraft of kidnappers and crimps, of whom themo^ active, at 
presei^is a wretch named Auron, formerly a camel-driver." 

*^ Our worthy friend the spice*merchant !" whispered 
Mark, with a shrug of the riioulders and a sardonic gim, 

*«Ohl the villain! the imscieaiitr omttered Sebaeiita 
throng^ his clenched teeth. 
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<< Next time ho kidnaps me,^' said the slave, '* he shall 
pay me the flask of wine." 

"Is this a moment^ for jesting?" asked Sebastian, re- 
proachfa]Iy« 

« The best in the world," replied the slave ; *' for if we 
can make a joke, of our misfortune, it ceases to deserve the 



name." 



At this instant two armed keepers came up ; and afler 
menacing the youth with severe punishment for deserting*his 
wheel, desired Sebastian and Mark to follow them, asking 
them whether they understood the purpose for which they 
had. been decoyed into the vaults. ^^ Alas ! but too well i" 
sighed Sebastian. *' Our young fellow-sufferer has explained 
every thing." 

" So much the better," growled the keeper ; — " he has 
saved me some trouble, for I hate talking. This is your 
station — ^this is the gang with which you are to labour,— ^o 
fall to work at the wheel without loss of time, and remember^ 
that he who leaves off before the bell rings, will make quick 
acquaintance with the lash, and only spare his hands at the 
expense of his back." 

<* And how if I refuse to submit to this monstrous out- 
rage ?" asked Sebastian. 

^' You will undergo solitary confinement, and be deprived 
of food for two days; at tlie end of which time,' if you still 
prove refractory, you will be put to death, «nd buried here, 
where many others have been," replied the fellow, stamping 
upon the earth. 

" " As a Christian it is my duty to bow to the dispensations 
of Providence," said Sebastian, sighing, however, deeply, 
as he addressed himself to his toilsome task. 

^' I was a slave before, and I am a slave now," cried 
Mark, with a look of imperturbable good-humour. *' I have 
lost nothing, — on the contrary, I have gained the handle of 
a corn-mill." So saying, he seized it, whirled it briskly 
round, and in a doggrel, extempore song, heaped all sorts of 
abuse upon the corn-contractor and his kidnapping satellites, 
whose eitposure and punishqaent he not only anticipated, 
but proceeded to describe with a mixture of mirth and malice 
which at once ingratiated him with his ghastly-looking fd* 
Jow-sufferers, and made their dreary prison echo with a shout 
of dissonant laughter. 
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CHAPTER VI. - 

It is high time that we should return to I^ydia, from 
whom the reader lias beed so long separated, and in whose 
fate, it is to be hoped, he feels some portion of the interest 
that agitated the bosom of her lover, even in the dreary 
prison at Constantinople, to which he seemed to be con- 
demned for life. In spite of the sapient explanations of the 
episcopal fraternity, who referred every thing to the mar- 
vellous and the supernatural, there was nothing of either 
character in the circumstances that occasioned I^ydia's dis- 
appearance. A roguish fisherman who had been supplying 
a supper for the brotherhood, had cast a wistful eye on the 
half-decked boat astern of the large vessel, which being only 
secured by a rope, appeared to offer him a certain and easy 
prize, if he could approach tfnheard and unperceived under 
the shelter of the night. Lying upon his oars with this ob- 
ject, and keeping at some distance until midnight, when 
he judged the thefl might be safely committed, he paddled 
gently under the stem of the ship, cut the rope, and attach- 
ing the boat to his own without awaking either Lydia or 
any of the passengers in the Ark of Orthodoxy, suffered the 
waves to float him away until he was out of hearing, and 
then briskly plied his oars, pulling, as he thought, for the 
shore, but in reality urging the boats to sea. Jumping on 
board his prize, as soon as morning dawned, in order to 
ascertain what booty he had obtained besides a handsome 
boat, he awoke Lydia, who started up with 9 cry which had 
well-nigh occasioned her captor to leap overboard from sheer 
amazement; for he at first thought he had disturbed the 
slumbers of some marine goddess. Lydia^s evident alarmi 
however, and her eager demands for explanation, soon un- 
deceiving him, he began to question whether he had gained 
a prize for which a golden ransom might be expected, or run 
off with a female of distinction, for whose abduction he 
might be called to a severe reckoning. Lydia» whose 
courage and presence of mind never long forsook her, soon 
recovered her self-possession, and perceiving the man's em* 
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barrassment, assured him that he should be handsomely re- 
warded if he would carry her across the Mediterraneao to 
the entrance of the Propontis, where her uncle resided ; for 
thither she trusted Sebastian would eventually betake himself^ 
as the most likely pla^e to encounter her. While the fish- 
erman was endeavouring to ascertain what exact sum he 
might expect Ibc this service^ and balancing thQ safety of 
crossing the Mediterranean in so small a boat, with oaly 
half a deck, the thick morning mist which had hitherto hwif 
over the waters being suddenly dispersed by a breeze, dis- 
closed to him at a little distance a vessel crowded with men, 
from which he made instant and strenuous eDdeavpura t^ 
escape. 

The shrill sound of a trumpet, however, the usual txmr 
mons to bring to, soon announced to him that he wasdis? 
covered ; and when he would have neglected this notice, a 
flight of arrows whistling over his head warned him that 
he did so at the peril of his own life and that of bis com* 
panion. Under these circumstances he had no alternative 
but to row back to the vessel, on board which, at the com- 
mand of the captain, he assisted Lydia to climb, and theo 
followed her. It was the identical Arian pirate which we 
have already stated to have been cruising in those aeaa for 
the express purpose of intercepting the Ark of Orthodoxy, 
Great was the amazement of Lydia, when, aAer the cir« 
cumstanee had been made known tp her, she was escorted 
into the presence of the commander, a short stoutly built 
man, who, instead of wearing the looks and garb. of an 
ordinary pirate, was attired in pontifical robes, emblazoned 
with the emblem of the cross, held a richly-ornanEiented 
pastoral staff in his hand» and saluted her, as she approached, 
with the Christian benedictiout pronounced in the Greek Ian* 
guage, but with a strong foreign accent. His features and 
countenance were as little in accordance with her anticipations 
as his garments. Though his complexion was of the darkest 
Egyptian tint, the patches of hair scattered upon his broa4 
half-bald head, which was uncovered, were of a sandy hue» at 
was his meagre, ragged beard; he had no eyebrows; hia 
gray deeply>sunk eyes, from their quick and incessant nio^ 
tion, rather resembled those of an animal than of a hujaan 
being ; and when he smiled, his lips» which were of the fetl 
Nubian thickness, disclosed an indUifferent set of teeth ; hA 
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though be did not possess one handsome feature^ there was 
a jsauyity in their qombined expression whichs being assigted 
P€^rhap9 by the gentleness of his voice, rendered his general 
ap{>earance rather prepossessing than otherwise. 

Descended firom an ancient famiiy of Memphis^ ^imithres, 
H^ person thus described, had. been for aeterai years the 
Christian bishop of that city, but on his publicly embcaciog 
the Arian heresy, he had been deprived and exeommunicated 
by a provincial synod, who forcibly expelled him, after a 
stout ^^esistancey &om the episcopal cfaair^ instead of sub- 
naiUini^ to this decree with patience, the ex-bishop, who 
denied its legality, who believed himself to be a much better 
Christian than bis judges, and might be almost pronounced 
spiritually mad upon the subject of the Homoiousios and the 
Arian doctrine, retiring iroin Memphis with a few of his 
more zealous followers, betodc himself to aa inland and 
almost inaccesi^le lake, which comBHinicated with the Nile. 
In its centre was a marshy island, inhabited by mde peasants, 
who called themselves cow-keepers and fishermen, but 
whose more profitable pursuit, espjscially during the periodical 
inundation, was piracy. These people, being nominally 
Clnristians, were delighted to receive the bishop as their 
leader; and St^ithres, uniting in bis own person the 
seemingly incompatible Aioctions of pontiff and pirate, was 
not less gratified at having the means of vraging war against 
the Consttbstantialists in particular, and the heretics in gene* 
ral, including in the latter denomination all those whose 
tenets differed, however slightly, from his own. In all mat- 
ters unconoeeted with religion, or rather with the fanaticism 
which he.substituted for it, his natural benevolence prompted 
bim to be generous and humane. Illustrating, however, tlie 
well-known truth, that theological hatred is rancorous and 
inexorable in proportion to the smallness of the difference, 
the Homoiousion champion pillaged and persecuted his 
Homouskm antagonists with unrelenting zeal, while he 
treated the pagans with comparative forbearance. Sincere 
and disinterested, though grievously mistaken in his uiter- 
pretation of Christianity, Sisimitbres was a blind and fierce, 
but honest bigot, who, imagining his oWn feelings of revenge 
to be the promptings of spiritual zeal, faaeied himself to be 
doing acc^table service to Heaven wheo be pkmdered and 
asaltieAted the Consubslantialists. 
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<< Maiden! dismiss your fears,'' said the pious pirate, 
courteously addressing Lydia, as he advanced along the deck 
to meet her ; " you have fallen into good hands, and may 
be assured of protection and honourable treatment, since, 
AS I guess by your garb, you are no accursed heretic, but 
simply one of the poor benighted heathen, perhaps the 
priestess of some pagan temple." 

In answer to her avowal, that, although no priestess, she 
was indeed a pagan who had been unfortunately separated 
from her friends, Lydia received fresh promises of friendship 
and assistance, uttered with a frank and even tender cor- 
diality that carried to her heart an instant and consoling 
Qssurance of the speaker's sincerity. When, however, upon 
questioning the fisherman, he learned that the Ark of Or- 
thodoxy, the capture of which had been the main object of 
his cruise, had been rejoined by the guard-ship, and if not 
already beyond the reach of pursuit, was too strong to be 
attacked with any hope of success, his whole countenance, 
lately so calm and benignant, became suddenly distorted 
with rage ; a red spot formed itself upon either cheek, his 
eyes flashed fire, he gnashed his teeth, stamped furiously 
upon the deck, tore out a fragment of his beard with either 
handr and vented a torrent of abuse upon the Gonsubstan- 
tialists, strangely mingled with scraps of texts and Scripture 
terms. Lydia herself became an evident object of suspicion 
from the moment he learned that she had been attached to 
the hostile party ; and with an altered voice and look he 
desired her to give an immediate outline of her history, that 
he might know how far she merited the protection he had 
promised her. 

Her manner of complying with this request completely 
restored her to his favour : to have been expelled from the 
society of the Gonsubstantialists was rather a recommenda- 
tion to our zealous Arian ; and his natural benevolence being 
allowed to expand, so soon as he found Uiat she was unin- 
fected with heresy, his good-humour returned, he expressed 
a sincere sympathy in her misfortunes, and pledged himself 
to find some means of forwarding her to her uncle at He- 
raclea. From the delicate and humane treatment she had 
already experienced at the hands of the Christians, Lydia, 
reposing entire confidence in these assurances, was presently 
freed from all personal apprehensions, though the cruel and 
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ttnexpected separation from her wounded lover, the uncer- 
tainty of their again meeting, and the thought t|jat he would 
be deprived of her attendance, which, as she fondly befievedt 
had a manifest tendency to quicken his convalescence, 
plunged her into a profound melancholy. 

The pirate vessel was not less studiously marked and 
stamped with the sign of the cross than its rival, the Ark of 
Orthodoxy ; but its rude and inelegant appointments would 
not bear any comparison with those of the imperial vessel. 
Nor was there a less pointed inferiority in the appearance 
of its crew, a dirty assemblage of swarthy, fierce-looking 
Egyptians, whose blended character of fishermen, pirates, 
and fanatics formed a combination that was far from pre- 
possessing. An exception might, however, be made in 
favour of Thoth, the captain, a handsome young man, dis- 
tinguished by his fine figure, as well as by his close cap, 
ornamented with a scarlet feather, the badge of nautical 
command. Possessing great personal courage, and evincing 
a signal zeal for religion, wherever there were heretics to be 
attacked, and plunder i& be got, he had been deemed a fitting 
person, in spite of his youth, to fill the post of captain. 

Thrice a day, unless there was an immediate prospect of 
committing some successful act of piracy, prayers were 
solemnly performed on the deck of the vessel, and as often 
did the eX'bishop address his wolfish fiock, never tiring him- 
self, however he might fatigue his auditors, by harping upon 
the same key-note, and enforcing the old hackneyed theme 
of the Homoiousion. A dream of the captain's being 
unequivocally confirmed by the landward flight of an eagle, 
and the simultaneous jumping of a large thunny fish out of 
the water, instantly decided Sisimithres to put an end te 
their cruise, which had not been an unprofitable one, 
although they had missed their main object in failing to 
encounter the Ark of Orthodoxy. The vessel was accord* 
ingly put about ; a petition was offered up to Heaven for 
their successful return ; the wind, which bad been previously 
adverse, soon altered two or three points in their favour ; 
4be whole crew shouted out — *' a miracle t a miracle!" 
Sisimithres, believing it to have been wrought out of personal 
compliment to himself, was half intoxicated with spiritud 
pride ; and in the midst of the general rejoicing, the ship, 
aibaodoaed by the oYerweeniog crew to the guidance of Provi- 
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deuce, etruok upon a rockt and waa presently halAfilled 
with water 1 

la this emergency Sisimithres displayed to great advantage 
his presence of nund, his magnanimity, and tlie absolute 
influence he had acquired over his nautical flock, whose 
obedience, however, partly proceeded from the belief that 
they stood less chance of being drowned, so long as they 
clung to thw pious pastor. Commanding them, in the first 
instance, to remove Lydia into the half-decked boat, which 
•till floated astern, he demred si^ of the ddest men, who 
were less able to swim for a chance of life, to embark with 
her, and seek assistance frojn some fishing-boats which were 
seen at a distance, declaring his own resolntion to be the 
last that should quit the wreck. While all eyes followed^ 
with an intense anxiety, the boat upon which their preserva- 
tion depended, Sisimithres, whose confident zeal would not 
suffer him to believe that an Arian iH^op coij^d possibly be 
suffered to drown, |»eserved an unshaken fortitude and com- 
posure, comforting his men, and assuring them, although the 
water continually gained upon the vessel, that their Uves 
would infallibly be saved, if they were all clear and firm ta 
the sole authentic faith. 

WheAier they wanted confidence in this averment, or did 
not feel themselves fully entitled to the benefits of it, if true^ 
we will not determine ; but they sent up a mianimous lAout 
of joy when they saw a less dubious prospect of escape 
presented to them by the return of their boat, accompanied 
by two fishing- vessels. These proved to belong to their own 
community — a fortnnate occurrence, which was accepted as 
a new mirade; the shipwreck was attributed to the rattchi^ 
nations of Satan, whose malice was held to be rather com'» 
plimentary than otherwise; and thus fortified and encouraged, 
they traoi^ipped their plunder from the wreck, and sailed 
with a favourable breeze for the mouths of the Nile. These 
they safely gained, and crosjung the still inundated country, 
steered for the inland lake, in the centre of which was the 
home, if such it might be called, of these wild and arapU- 
bioQS beings. The whole exterior circle of the island that 
contained their rude dwellings was an extensive swampy 
morass, woven over with an dmost impervious net-work ^ 
cranes, reeds, g^anlic grass, rushes, and the other rank over* 
growth of £gypt Through these impediments of bog ani 
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entangled underwood, toxtuous channelg had beea cut for 
the boats of the pirates, their entrance being concealed by 
bushes and reeds, and their course forming a raaze, which 
it was almost impossible for a stranger to thread; while 
other openings, which appeared to ofier a safe access, were 
but water- traps for the enemy, being Imstkd with inTisible 
spikes and bars, which would inevitably stave an advancing 
Yessel. 

As the islanders were free from all apprdiension of attack 
when their pontiff returned, Lydia saw many of the women 
and children with their rafts or slightly-constructed boat^i 
awimming or paddling in the lake : ^me employed in fishings 
others in drying in the sun what was thus caught, and idl 
committing themselves to tlie depths of the lake with at 
much indifference as if they were natives of the vmters* 
Even children of the tenderest age, attached by the arm to 
small rails, were sufiered to sport in the waves without con- 
trol, that they might thus early habituate themselves to the 
element from which they w.^e destined to gain their liveli* 
hood, Sisimitbres was received with acclamations by his 
assembled followers, who made haste to finish the chanting 
of an Arian hymn which he had taught them, in order that 
they might inquire what had been his success against the 
ConsubstantialistSy and bow mvch phmder. be had bfougfaf 
home with him. 

From the, first appearance of the village, if such it might 
be called, Lydta anticipated but rude accommodation. Of 
the hovels, some were constructed of mud, hardened in the 
sun ; others of wattles and ^anea; the exterior of looit 
being covered with fish hung tip to dry, ^d diffusing no very 
pleasant odour. Some of the men, as weU as women, wese 
employed in manufacturing nets aiid baskets^ or bows and 
arrows ; others in millung and attending the eowl^ ; and a 
third portion in preparing the caves and biding<^placce f<» 
the reception of the expected pluad^ : jn> thatit would have 
been difficult to pronounce, whether tbe piratical, the 
pastoral, or the piscatory character predominated m this 
nondescript assemblage. ^ 

All were struck with the beauty and die ^ppearanee of 
Lydia, whom they conjectured to have been carried off from 
aom^ pagan temple, for the sake of her raneom, Mk im- 
pressioo rather ceofirmed by the strict ordere i«eed hf 
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Bksiiailbres that she should be treated with perfect respect ; 
to ensure obedience to which mandate, he took care to pro- 
mulgate that she was not a Consubstantialist. On landing* 
she was escorted by Thoth, the handsome young captain, 
to the residence of the bishop, which was of somewhat 
better architecture than the others, and communicated at the 
back with a spacious excavation, hollowed out of a rocky 
hillock. On his arrival at this most primitive episcopal 
palace, the bishop, informing her that the interior cave was 
to be set apart for her occupation, lighted the clay lamp 
that hung from its roof, placed before her some dried fishy 
with cream, herbs, and oQgs ; and closing up, as he retired, 
the entrance of her dormitory with ia large stone, left her to 
her repose. This, however, was for some time interrupted 
by the lowing of the cows, which were collected in the 
village every night, mingled with the dissonant voices of the 
assembled people, who always shouted in chorus, before 
they retired to rest, an Arian hymn, filled with furious ana* 
themas against the Consubstantialists ; and even when these 
sounds died away, Lydia was for several hours kept awake 
by speculating upon the probable recovery and final fate of 
her beloved Sebastian, as well as upon the strange and rapid 
succession of adventures that bad befallen herself, since she 
bad quitted the quiet and sequestered Temple of Jupiter on 
the seashore of Crete. 

Sisimithres was possessed with the rage of making con* 
verts, and, like most others similarly infected, he did not so 
much desire to win proselytes to Christianity in the abstract 
as to his personal and peculiar doctrine ; setting tip his owb 
narrow notions, rather than the Deity of the wide universe, 
as the object to be more especially worshipped. Every 
morning he visited Lydia, for the purpose of reading the 
Scriptures to her, expounding first and above all things the 
Arian doctrine, but still developing enough of the general 
system of Christianity to impress her mind with the superior 
holiness of a religion which inculcated a ^ure, benevolent, 
and universal system of morality, adapted to all classes of 
mankind, recommended by the miraculously revealed will 
of one supreme Deity, and enforced by the sanction of eter- 
nal rewards or punishments. Already prepossessed in favour 
of the Christians, from the marked respect with which she 
bad been treated by the two parties into whose hands she 
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liad fallen, who, though they difiered from each other, agreed 
in rendering a homage to an unprotected female which she 
might have sought in vain from the pagans, Lydia, not alto- 
gether uninfluenced perhaps by the recollection that her 
lorer was of the same faith, and thua equally impelled by 
her feelings and her convictions, became an easy convert to 
the gospel doctrines. Under such an instructor, it is need* 
less to state that she clung to the tenets of Ariaiiism, and 
learned thus early to evince her love of them, by anatbeirfp 
tizing all those who embraced an opposite creeds Bold, 
decidedf and uncompromising, her character disposed h^r to 
adopt the letter, rather than the spirit of her new religion ; 
while the assurances of Sisimithres, that the handof HeaTen 
had severed her from the <^onsubstantialists^ lest she should 
be converted to their errors, corroborated her at once in her 
faith aftd her intolerance. ■ \ 

As her attachment to Sebastian was rather fortified than 
diminished by the adoption of his faith, she became impor* 
tunate for the performance of the «x-bisliop's promise, that 
he would procure her conveyance to her unde's residence 
at Heraclea, where she still cherished the hope of finding 
lier lover ; but her solicitations were always met by some 
evasive reply. Sometimes Sisimithres pleaded the impossi- 
bility of his leaving the island, because it was threatened 
with an attack by the Consubstantialists of Memphis ; 
sometimes other pretexts were assigned; and upon all 
occasions he endeavoured to undermine her affections for 
Sebastian, by urging the great improbability of her ever 
again seeing him. This conduct began to airakep con* 
siderable disquietude in the mind of Lydia, although the 
bishop's delicate and even deferential demeanour in every 
other respect, combined with his gentleness, his eloquence, 
and the paternal sort of sway which he exercised over his 
people, so long as he confined himself to the pastoral office, 
had inspired her with much esteem for bis character* 

Other i^d more startling annoyances awaited her. 
Thoth^ the handsome young captain, seizing every excuse for 
intruding himself into her presence, made love to her with 
ell the hasty blontness of a sailor. <^ Beautiful Lydia !" he 
exclaimed, ^^ why does the bishop mew you up so closely in 
this prison ? He holds it to be sinful in a Christian minist^ 
to marry, and I know him to be so conacientiousvtbat he 
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WwM ratlier cbap^ff his right hand than have it united to 
yours. I have bo such scruples : marry me, and you shall 
either live upon the island, and be made mistress of a dozen 
Qowsy or sail with me over the wide wat^s, and enjoy the 
pleasare of seeing me. make war upon the heretical and 
accursed Consubstantialbts." 
la vain did Lydia dedine his offers; the bluff suitor^ 

fcwil1g that he vrould have been eagerly accepted by the 
cbomest ^huosei of the island, and attributing her refusal 
to an aSectedcoynesSvproceededtowoo her with a freedom 
that compelled her to run for protection to the dwelling- 
kouse of Sinmithrea, to whom, when he soon after relutned 
homO) she related what had occurred, and again presseil 
her b^ng allowed to depart, that she might not be exposed 
to a repetiticm of the indignity she had juM experienced. 
Instantly were the benevolent smile and customary gentleaess 
of her auditor swept avray by a burst of ungovernable rage : 
loo much choked with passion to be even able to articulate, 
he snatched down a sword which always hung beside bis 
pastoral staff, and bursting out of the houses hurried after 
the o£fonder, who would probably have paid dearly for faal 
too vehement love, had he not p^viou^y thrown hiiaadf 
into a boat^ which by this time had conveyed him half across 
tiM lake. 

When the ex-bishop returned to Lydia, his ebcdlitioD» 
gwierally of short duration in propcMtion to its violence, liad 
almost subsided, and he proceeded to excuse bis wrath bj 
a confession which startled his anditress even more than the 
disrespect that had called it forth. *^ My beaotifol, inteHi* 
gent, and pious convert I" be exclaim^, ^^I^sho«ild not 
have given wxf to such a transport of rage at th» insoledet 
on the part of Tboth, had I not been inlamed by jealonsy, 
as well as justly irrhated at his disobedience of my positive 
orders. I love you passionately, dear Lydia»— nay, do not 
start and redden thus angrily at my declaration ; your safety 
and purity are as well losured in this cave as if you wi^e 
one of the dedicated virgins in the Tempte of Vesta at 
Rome. It is precisely because I love yoo» and because I 
know my passions to be violent^ that I woold keep yoo in 
the island, and gaze every day upon your charms, in order 
tiiat I may mortify and subdue those vehement impulses of 
aiiy aatore, and establish, my superior sanctity by. makioif 
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A» sfiirit effectually triumph over the body and ite tAetbnt. 
Many saints and holy men bare come inmiaevdate out cf 
this fiery ordeal ; and ahbough few, I suspect, have had so 
strong a temptation as that to which I thus Yoinntarily 
expose myselfy I trust that I shaH be not less successful than 
oiy devout and self-denying exemplars/' 

That she should be made the object of so prepostei^ 
CHS an experiiiient, inspired Lydia with no small dismay. 
Knowing how cogipletely she was in the power of >the 
impetuous being who had just declared himself to be her 
loYer^ she dreaded lest, in some unlucky moment, he should 
be unable to practise the forbearance which he had enjoined 
himself; while she apprehended that, even if he could 
observe bis vow, and continued to treat her with undimin* 
bbed respect, he would retain her as his prisoner, in order 
to satisfy himself as to the invincible sanctity and chastity 
of his character. Shocked at th^ prospect of eith^ 
alternative, she could only remind her episcopal admirer of 
Us solemn pledge, and supplicate him to relieve both him- 
self and her Iroin a predicament fraagbt with so much peril 
and misery to both parties, by causing her to be forthwith 
conveyed to her uncle. Parrying this request by the old 
objection, that he could not spare a single hand from the 
island while il was threatened by the Memphians, he bade 
ber dismiss every apprehension of fresh importunities on 
the part of Thoth ; renewed the assurance of inviolable 
respect in his own demeanour, and, eying her with a 
tender regardy blessed her^ and hurried away to preach to 
his flock, who were assembled for that purpose in the Centre 
of the village^ where they had built up a huge cross, formed 
of demolished boats taken from the Consubstantialists. 

From tbat^ay Lydia saw no more of Thoth, who, sha 
was told, had absconded from the island. Bisamithres 
visited her constantly ; his eyes frequently betraying the 
ardour of his attachment, and the struggle that was passing 
within him, though his d^ortroent never exceeded the 
bounds of the most scrupulous and delicate respect. About 
a week ader the strange avowal of his passion, he announced 
to her, not without oonsideraUe agitation, that, by intelli* 
gence received from some of his partisans at Memphis, the 
Consubstantialists of that city, determined not to lose the 
advantage of the inundation which was now subsidiflgf 
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xneditated an «ariy attack upon the island. Had Sisimifhres 
been a soldier from his infancy, he could not have evinced 
a skilU courage, and activity more truly military, in making 
preparations to repel the threatened invasion. Exchanging 
the pastoral staff for a sword, and fixing a cuirass over his 
pontifical robes, he distributed arms, drilled and instructed 
his men, ordered all the boats to be drawn up on the island, 
concealed the real approaches still more effectually, and 
rendered the sham ones more dangerous, intending that the 
assailants should be suffered to entangle themselves in the 
swamps and thick jungle before any resistance was offered 
to them. 

Hardly had these arrangements been completed when 
the boats of the Consubstantialists., each exhibiting a lofty 
cross, borne by a priest in white robes, were seen advancing 
over the lake, while the air shivered with the warlike sound 
of horns and trumpets. When the flotilla drew near enough 
to discharge some arrows of defiance at the island^ ncme of 
whose inhabitants, however, were visible, Stsimithres pro* 
ceeded to announce the coming conflict to Lydia. ^* My 
beloved convert!" he exclaimed^ — *'jf I am victorious in 
this struggle, of which my dreams and several auspicious 
omens give me confident assurance, I shall probably be 
reinstalled in the episcopal chair of Memphis, wiien I swear 
to have you immediately conveyed, with a proper guard, to 
the residence of your uncle. If^ contrary to my expectations, 
I should lose the battle, I shall of course lose my life also ; 
and, falling by the hands of these accursed heretics, in the 
cause of the sacred Ari an doctrine, I may without presum])- 
tion hold myself entitled to the crown of martyrdom, and 
look forward to the delight of meeting you in heaven. 
Its blessing in the mean while be upon you, and dwell with 
you, my beautiful and adored friend ! In bestowing upon 
you my parting benediction, I might, without offence, give 
you the Christian kiss of peace ; but I will not offend your 
feelings, or compromise my own. If I perish, my convert, 
my dear Lydia shall 'be enabled to say with truth, that the 
piety of Sisimithres triumphed over his passion, and that to 
the last moment of his existence he treated her with respect'^ 

As he concluded this speech, which he uttered in a tender 
and subdued tone, his voice faltered, a tear glistened in his 
eyes, and he hurrkd out of the cave^ lest he should betray 
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an emolipn that he deemed UDbecoining in one who strug- 
gled to shake off all the infirmities of human nature, so far, 
at least, as females were concerned. 

Lydia was deeply a&cted,not only by the emotion of the 
generous and pure-minded Sisimitbres, but by the uncer- 
tainty of her own impending fate, should he be defeated and 
slain, and thus leave her to the mercy of the victors. In 
quitting the cave, he had, as usual, rolled the great stone 
over its entrance, but not so efiectually as to close op the 
aperture. The sound of vehement exclamations from with^ 
out inducing her to pe^r through the crevice, she saw the so 
lately tender and. gentle Sisimithres stamping and plucking 
his beard, in a paroxysm that gave him the appearance of a 
raving maniac. Thotb, the late captain of the Arians^ had 
been seen leading on the boats of the Consubstantialista I 
The young barbarian, informed by Lydia that the bishop 
had solemnly pledged himself to restore her to her friends, 
and knowing him too well to believe that he would falsify his 
vow, saw no better method for obtaining possession of the 
captive than by procuring the defeat of her episcopal guar- 
dian, and carrying her off himself, as the reward of his 
treachery. Accustomed to yield to the first impulse of his 
passions, he sailed instantly to Memphis, where he Vas 
gladly received by the opposite party, who accepted him as 
their pilot and leader in the attack upon the piratical Arians. 
The sight of this traitor, triply hateful as a rebel, a rival, 
and an apostate, had thrown Sisimithres into a phrensy 
which little capacitated him for exercising with becoming 
judgment the functions of a commander. Nothing, how- 
ever, could have enabled him to make a successful defence. 
Thoth, knowing the impracticable nature of the jungle, and 
the advantages it would afford to the islanders, commenced 
the attack by setting fire to it. Dry and inflammable, it 
kindled in a moment, the wind rapidly spread the conflagra- 
tion, and in a short time the island was encircled with flames^ 
which communicated to the village, and reduced il to ashes. 
When the concealing reeds and underwood were destroyed, 
the real approaches to the island were disclosed to the as* 
sailants, who landed without difficulty, and almost without 
opposition ; for the disheartened Arians had no sooner seen 
Thoth leading on the invaders, than they believed themselvev 
to have been betrayed ; and, flying to their boats^'wherever 
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ibtj coold find an outlel imobstnietcd by the barntn^ veg^* 
tatiofly puthdl scriMBthe lake in all dtrectionsy though manf 
wpre slain in the attempt. 

Still, faowerery a araall band of the more zealous^ eager 
for the honours of martyrdom, obeyed the call of their poa* 
tifi^ and followed him to the attack of the invaders. Sisi- 
nuthres himaell^ willing and even delighted to perish in such 
a caose» seemed only anxious to accomplish the previous 
destruction of Tboth. Ck>ncentrating all his energies for 
this purposet and leaping with the spring of a manidc, or of 
a wild beast, into the midst of the enemy, he aimed a des- 
perate blow at the apostate, which strack him dead at bis 
feet, and instantly afterward fell himself to the earth, covered 
with mortal wounds. All his followers shared his fate, for 
quarter was not asked, nor would it have been granted. 
The few remaining islanders, who, in their inability to find 
boats, had swum out into the lake, were pursued and ruth- 
lessly destroyed in the water, which was in many places dis- 
coloured with their blood. After having removed sncfa 
plunder as they found in the stores, and embarked the cattle 
in their boats, the victors, leaving; behind them nothing but 
a blackened desert covered with ashes, sailed away from the 
island, chandnf together in loud and triumphant chorus the 
Consub^antial hymn. 

Fortunately for thd imprisoned Lydia, the burnt ruins of 
the episcopal dwelling had fallen over the entrance stone of 
the cave, so as efiectually to conceal it ; while the wind 
wafted away in a contrary direction tbe smoke, which might 
otherwise have sufibcated her. Shrinking back to tbe far- 
ther eictremity of tbe enclosure, she had listejied to the hiss- 
ing and crackling of the flames, as well as to the noise of 
the conflict, with an intenseness of anxiety which it would 
be impossible to describe. After a silence of some hours 
had reigDed around ber, sbe ventured to approach the narrow 
aperture, and to push away tbe ashes arid rubbish that had 
choked it up ; when she saw tbe hostile fiotrlla at the oppo- 
^stte extremity of the lake, and immediately concluded that 
Sisimithres had perished^ and that all his followers had been 
destroyed, or carried off captive. The forlorn appearance 
of tbe island, so far as she could commam} it from tbe loop- 
hole whence she was looking, impressed her with tbe con- 
viction that she ^was now the only living being left upon it ; 



and as the gatiMfiiig shades of evemiig semMd to prsaattl a 
£KVOttrable opportunity for a^emptinif hesowa easape^ she 
eadeavoured ta roU aside the stoRe» intending to seek soose 
Imai in which she might paddle hersetf aeross Urn kkeu 
Loosened by the fire, however, the eatth beneath the stone 
Imd gifen way, occasioning it to settle into a peation fieoni 
which she found it impossible to move it.^ Exhausted by i^ 
peated but vain efibrto, she sank to ^ |^!oendt ebi^ied her 
hai^ds together,^ and abandoned herself to despaiv« under the 
harrowing impressioe that she must inequitably remain ew- 
tombed alive until she penshed of hunger. 
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OTXPTEa Vlf. 

Hioov did not by any means reeoneile Sebaetien te> Us 
4reary and toiJsome slavery in the vaults of the eorn*miUs at 
Constantinople. On the contrary, the horrors of his stlua- 
tion» as well as the disgust and despondency which thef eie* 
eiled, seemed cv^y day to receive some new and deeper 
agsgmvation. Deeming their captivity intemiinable, and 
^us rendered callous by despair, many of the workmen» 
originally of the vulgarest habits and character, had become 
fierce mad repulsive mt^reante^ abandoning th^r persons to 
filth, and seldom speakii^ wkhevlgrossnessand execration. 
As nothing but severity, and even cruetty, wouM ooecea 
these ruffiansii all the prisoners witfaoot distinction were 
treated with a rigour timt slight well be termed ruttdess ; 
hut which the keepers, brutalised by their office, seemed de- 
lighted to exercise., From the want of ventilation «ad of 
geoeml cleanliness, as wdl as from the noxious effluvia of 
the oil-lamps, &9 air was tainted and unwholesoase ; the 
death of those who fell sick was purposely accelerated hf 
neglecl, in order that there nught be no usefeas mouths to 
feed, or tnvidids to attend ; and when tliey perished, the sur* 
vivoffs were compelled to dig their graves, ta commit Aeir 
deceased comrades to the earth beneath their feet, trampling 
Qi«r their remaina aa they renewed the wretched dradgeff|^ 
of the miilib To all theee BranifbU aonreae of mtsm 
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Sebastian added the harrowing reflection, that he was cut off 
from the world, and from all chance of ever again seeing 
Itts beloved Lydia, in the prime of his youth, and with the 
urithenng prospect of passing all the remaining years of his 
existence in toil, slavery, and despair. 

Few situations, however, are so deplorable as not to pos- 
sess some alleviating feature ; and Sebastian, even in the 
midst of woes peculiarly calculated to overwhelm a young 
and gentie-hearted lover, found^two sources of consolation 
which materially tended to relieve the bitterness of his fate. 
One was the unalterable fortitude and good-humour of his 
fellow-sufferer Mark, who, indulging in gibe^ ridicule, and 
laughter, with all his usual petulance, at Uie expense of 
others, exerted himself with a friendly and more serious 
earnestness to reconcile his companion to his lot, by pointing 
out the inutility of sorrow ; the prol^ility of some change, 
since the wheel of fortune was perpetually revolving ; the 
certainty that every alteration must be an improvement, the 
delight of being enabled to emancipate] their minds, while 
their bodies remained in thraldom, by luxuriating in the 
wildest reveries of hope ; and the positii^ advantage oT a 
predicament which gave them' every thing to expect and 
nothing to fear, since even death itself, the terror of the 
happy, would by themselves be hailed as a deliverance. 
Mark's ethereal philosophy might perhaps have failed to per- 
suade his auditor that he was in any very enviable situation, 
but his constitutional philosophy (if such a term may be 
allowed) it was almost in^>ossible to resist ; his cheerAilness 
and good-humour seemed to be so natural and innate, so 
perfectly independent of external circumstances, that his 
companion was shamed into an imitation of his fortitude, 
which, though merely assumed at first, came ultimately to 
be felt. 

Sebastian's second source of consolation was supplied by 
the society of Marcian, the pale and melancholy youth who 
had first addressed himself to them when they were decoyed 
into their prison, and had explained to them the sad^ doom 
to which they were destined. In addition to the sources of 
grief which he shared with his comrades, Marcian» as al- 
ready stated, had recently lost his fattier, over whose grave 
he was constantly passing ; and yet, in spite of his tender 
yearly he bore his accumulated sorrows with a patience and 
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resignation so meek, so gentle, so afiectingt he waa so hum- 
ble and willing to oblige, so tender and assiduous in nursing 
and condoling the sick-— a task that devolved almost exclu- 
sively upon himself, so free from reproach of any kind, that 
he had viron the hearts even of those blaspheming despera* 
does in the vaults who seemed to have lost all fellow-feeling 
with their kind, and more especially all sympathy with good- 
ness. Mark's cheerfulness was the result of temperament 
and a happy organization ; the resignation of Marcian 
emanated from a nobler source — a heartfelt principle o£ 
religion. 

' It was a curious feature of the moral world, in these ear]v 
ages, that even vice, misery, and oppression were frequently 
made the instruments of regeneration, by disseminating a 
knowledge of Christianity. Captives of war carried it& 
truths into the remotest corners of the earth ; exiles com* 
munieaied the faith for wbieh they had been banished to 
the barbarians ; martyrs, committed to the public jails, found 
converts among the malefactors and felons ; and even in the 
vaults beneath the corn-mills, two or three pious men had 
won proselytes to Christianity, and fornmd a company which,- 
dissociating itself from the reprobates, worked together, ancL 
derived consolation from a stated performance of religious 
offices. Of this band Marcian, who possessed a good voice 
and some little knowledge of music, had been made precen?' 
tor, so far as to teach them the hymns and psalms, apd to be 
their leader in singing them ; and Sebastian, at the invita- 
tion of the youth, for whom he felt a daily increasing re- 
gard, gladly joined his party. When Marcian learned that 
their new companion had been intended for the Christian 
ministry, he attached himself to him tn a more especial man 
ner, earnestly and devoutly seeking information upon many 
points connected with the Scriptures, of which, hc^wever, he 
frequently evinced a knowledge that showed him better quali- 
fied to give than to receive instruction. At th^ time of his 
being kidnapped he had been singing pious songs to the ac- 
companiment of hi^lute, of which be now earnestly solicited 
the restoration. As the very keepers respected him, and 
thought him useful among the prisoners, they at length com - 
plied with hi? request ; and Sebastian was deeply affected 
when be saw the delighted youth kiss his recovered instru* 
ment, and heard him, as he seated himsdf among the little 
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bfodieffeoml of fiM godfy, mng in a bw ^ealW «die» ttit 
Iffombied with emotioa, e^rtracts from the 29tb ciitpljnr «f 
Jeremiah—^* Tbtrv saHli the Lord of Hoats unto all tiak mm 
carried awsj «BptWe9 :^— Pray unto nm^ mad I will hovkeai' 
unto you ; aeek me, and I will lie Iboad of yo«;-'-«Kl E 
win turn away your captivity ; sad will brti^ you Mgtm 
into ^le place iHience 1 cswwd you to be eaniod cap- 
tire/' 

hi almost every mement of relaxation fifom labotk^y tiA 
young^ minstrel was to be seen by the aide of kis new fmsidir 
conversing with him upon religtoua subjects, amusinff him 
with his lute, and endeavouring by all possible attenttoopto 
aoflen the tedium of his captivity: a devbtedoesa wtaieh^ 
upon so short an acqnainiSRce^ surprised not tess Ikaii it 
gratified Sebastian, who returnisd with equal urdant tkm 
friendship he had excited. Thia feeling wae cherished witfa 
a deeper tenderness when the youtli, drawing htm a^e ooa 
night as he was retiring to rest, told htm he had a a e ei e t of 
some importance to communicate, and proceeded to mfcM 
a scheme for ejecting Ihcr escape of Sebaatiaii and Mailu 
^Your figures,'^ wRispered Mareian, ^* closely l ea em faia 
those of the two turnkeys who count us over every ntght.^ H 
we could 8ur|H*ise and gag- these men aatbey ar^ qliittiBg 
the vaults^ might you not dress yourselves ki their clethea^ 
and by means of the keys hanging at their giMHes^efMBtiM 
doors that eornmunicate with the shelving passage, and tbva 
obtnin a chance at least of escape t Favoured kf the nigkf; 
you may perhape elude detection until you reaeh the 
when you may presently place youraelvea h^fond the 
of pursuit.** 

** Generous youth !•* exclaimed Stobastian, •♦think yo« 
^t I would avail myself of your suggestion tn' or4er to 
effect my own extrication, and leave you behind rae is 
fbring and bondage ?** 

** I care not for myself. The thovghi that yon are 
and happy ,^ said Afnrcian, and the tears of affection gH» 
tfened in bis eyes as he spoke^ ** would make me happy alaow 
I could not accompany ynit, for my figure would inatantty 
betray me ; hut if you succeed in yourobject* you wiU; I 
trust, give siitth information to the magistrates ai» shall ao^ 
complish the liberation of all our feUow-sufflrera^ aad 
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panUuBioBft of tiwfle traSidKen in husum blooi mi» imm 
atde^iB their vtciims.^' V 

^* Tb&i bright hope reconciles me to^e enterprise/' cried 
Sebastian, ^^ -wJiich I will instantly commtinicate te Mark» 
«iid urge its attempt withont delay." He did so aTOord- 
ii^y wiien the slave, ya\viiing.tuui slretchii^^ and assom^ 
hag an hromcal smile, excfaiimed, <* Do you think, meat 
sieverend bishop de jure^ but most indnstriouB corn-grinder 
4efiut0^ that it would be worth our while to escape, seeing 
wm very comfortable we are already in this subterranean 
paradise?" 

'*^ Ikiuiwer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou jdso 
lie like bim,**i»id Sebastian, with an offended air. 

^'Gryyon mercy r' resumed the sfaiv^ \ ^' if the truth be 
ftify, my foolishness will not depart from me, even thoa|^ 
thou ebouldst beay me in a mortar. Canst thou not testify 
ihct I have been as ba}^ bene iis the day is long, which ar<* 
gues, not the less, no great beatitude, since we have no dwjr at 
1^ Imt peqfwtiial lamplight ? By-the-by^ the blockhead who 
iliiBSthe lamps undeistands not hia^ffice, and I had thought 
of applying for it myself. Would you have me lose such ta 
fdeassnt ohan^^ of promotion, and one too tliat would re> 
etore me to my original profession ?*' 
. ^ Gbn yod, or can you not be seriots ?" 

^^ Yes, for I am seriously sleepy ; mad so jgood night Re* 
ttMr your whispers in the morning, and you shall have all 
Mm benefit of tny folly in the way of advice, and all the «d* 
of ^ awkwardness in the way of personal iksmSt*- 



9e casing, he quietfy composed himself to sleep, and 1^ 
IwiliaiQ was fain to postpone tfa^ dneussion of the project 
tin the nest day, when the slave, after plaguing his young 
inenifor some time with inopportune jests, declared that he 
Khoogfat it exeeedingly feasible, and proposed^tbat its eMmi* 
iian aheuld be attempted on the eomipg night. They who 
bdooged to the reclaimed hand were let into the secret of 
tiM pk^ in order ^at they might assot in securing the 
Iwapacs ; >but notfaiog was imparted io the others, as it wa« 
terad that their vioteaoe and foocity might ratlrardefoal 
tiwo piomole the oonteii^litted enteq»nse; Widi •an inqpa* 
tiSBce IhiKt made die eiEer-heaTyJiounapfi«Mr more thM 
mnniflyiw»grisame and tedious, ^lli^ ^amuiii the n^j^, maA 



i 



150 KOKAKCE OF THE EAJZLY A6£8. 

the process of coonting oyer the labourers ; when, as the 
armed keepers were about to retire, Mark began to amuse 
them by tumbling, mummery, and other antics, which af- 
forded a pretext for the associates in the plot ta gather 
round him. On the concerted signal being given» the whole 
party fell upon the keepers, threw them to the ground before 
they could offer any resistance, gagged and disarmed, and 
then pinioned and secured them* Sebastian and Mark, being 
quickly equipped in the arms and garments of the prostrate 
men, fastened the keys to their girdle, seized a torch, and 
immediately proceeded on their perilous expedition ; un« 
locking the first door without difficulty, and commencing 
the ascent of the shelving passage. ''By Zaccheus the 
slave and martyr !" whispered Mark to his companion, "it 
becomes us to act our parts well, for, if we fail, it will be 
our last appearance in this or any other character, and we 
shall be incontinently knocked on tbo Sead like a couple of 
polecats." 

*' We shall gain our liberty even if we lose our lives,*' re- 
plied Sebastian, ^< and death itself is preferable to this hor^ 
rid oppression." 

" Call it a ^rrndtng" oppression, my fellow-sufierer, for the 
term is more pithy and apt." 
'*Mark ! our lives are at stake : 1 will have no jesting." 
*^ How can you help it, when life itself is a jest !" 
By this time they had reached the shaft, which they as- 
cended by means of a ladder lastened to its side, opened the 
trap'door, as well as the gates of the court, and eventually 
emerged into a room, where a dozenor moreof the keepers, 
and other persons belonging to the mills, were carousing to- 
gether. Sebastian, trembling from the certainty that escape 
or destruction depended upon the next few minutes, held the 
t torch on one side in order to conceal his face, and knew not 
Which way to turn his^^yes. M(urk, unable at first to lock 
tho door behind him, struggled with the key, and ventured 
\o mutter two or three oaths in the grAiflf voice of the fel- 
low he represented: a perilous experiment, in which bis 
IK>wer of mimicry rendered him good service. Some olh> 
servations were addressed to him by one of the topers, but, 
without making any reply, he drew the key from the door, 
and stalked acrosa the room in the direction, of the atreet, 
elosely followed by Sebastian. They were just crossing the 
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threshold of the outer door, unchallenged and unsuspected, 
when a circumstance which neither of them could ha^e pos- 
sibly foreseen, occasioned their detection. 

When they were first entrapped they had been attended 
by PhulaXy the large Cretan hound, who remained in the 
courtyard after they were precipitated through the trap^ 
door. As he could not be made to quit the premises, but 
continued whining and loitering about the spot where ite had 
last seen his master, one. of the keepers, struck by his size 
and beauty, claimed the dog as his own, and treated him with , 
much mor^kindoess than he evinced towards the bipeds 
whom he had assisted to kidnap. Sullen and unhappy^ 
hevfeveitf the faithful animal, instead of accepting him as a 
fiubstitute for his legitimate master, refused to testify any 
gratitude for his occasional caresses, and never noticed him 
except by a half-suppressed growl. His new owner was 
the man whom Sebastian personated, and as the latter 
passed through the chamber in his borrowed garb, the doff, 
deceived at iirst, followed him with his customary snarl. 
After two or three attempts, however, at recogniticm, the 
sagacious Phulaz, discovering his lost master in spite of his 
disguise, burst into an ecstasy of barking, bounded wildly 
around him, and then leaped upon him with every demon- 
stration of the most extravagant joy. A circumstance so 
unusual exciting the suspicion of the sharp-eyed porter, he 
<^lled to them to stop, when, having ascertained by a glimpse 
of Mark's face that he was no real representative of their 
fraternity, he gave an immediate alarm, and pursued thenu 
'** We must invite our heels to save our heads, and scamper," 
Bald Mark, iimtantly suiting the action to the word* Sebae- 
tian lost no time. in obeying him, and being fleet of foot^ 
presently outstripped his older and more heavy companion^ 
whom,' upon looking behind him, he saw already grappled 
by the porter. Determined not to desert him, whatever 
might be the consequences to himself, he ran back to his as- 
aistance, but his interference was unnecessary. Fhulax, 
seeming to have recognisied Mark as well as his master, and 
to comprehend the whole affair, flew at the peil^'s throat, 
who quickly released his bold in order to defend himself 
against this new assailant Once more at liberty, the slave 
recommenced his flight with all the speed he could muster, 
vfais companion now kept close to bis sidei Phulax presently 



lit HOlUkNGS OF TSB X&SLT AGES. 



bottoding and barking nfter tbem ; they crossed aftd 
turned and threaded etreet after street, selecting those Ibat 
were the darkest, and* though they oo longer h^d a somd 
of pfWBuit, relaxed not in their iSigbt until they bad gained 
tbe opposite extremity of the city ; wben, Mark declaring 
that he had no breath left, and that if they bunied any fiur- 
t|Mr be should be Fttoning towards death instead of from it, 
wey ^lted» «nd sat themselves down on the marble rim of 
« large public fountain wbieh tliey paw before them. 

Except where k was shadowed by a plane-tree that over- 
littBg it, the moon4it surface of the water was bvokea 
into a suceessioa <f[ undulating sibber scales by a ^goAle 
bveeae, which made a pleasant music amid the fcSi^feof tbe 
fippliag waves, while it wafted a refreshing ceolness towards 
oar heated and exhausted fugitives. No human being was 
visibie, although the exquisite staititcs planted «rou»d the 
margin might almost have been taken for aniiittted forms, 
^zing at their own reflection in the Jiquid mhrror. Above 
bung the bright blue sky, seeming to look down upcm the 
earth with a benignant smile; around, all was beai^, 
silence, and a iMdmy, sootlimg serenity, constituting ji scene 
«D uttedy opposed to the noisome and dissonant dso irom 
which they lad just esci^xed, that Sebsiatian, ovonccme by 
the delieious sensation of recovered iib^ty, and lof festmn ' 
tion to a world which at tbi^ jnoiment sefnoied to him «im» 
«iquisitely beautifid than ever, remaraed for some ^me 
•peecUess, although the tear tiiat i^e down his -dieek 
lietn^ed the deplh of bis emotions. 

**' I hmre changed my mind,^' said Mark, sffler lie bad 

rfied lustily from the fbuntain. **' I bsfiR toaoapeet itet 
upper world is in some particulavs aaimfFevenenttipm 
our subterranean paradise ; and yet one misses ssi^ tte 
pleasant whixaing, whirring, and dacking of tbem^^; tfa« 
fat eilyistmesphmi in coB^>arisQn with which that whk^ 
w»^ RtMv breathe nrast be confessed to be insipid ; and lim 
dei%fatful recreation of turning an iaeessant wheel, ^ the 
leeoRipaniment of occasional blows and perpetoal bad fttm. -' 
*^ Instead of lidicniing our past hatdships, it wove best ie 
fseosider how we maj avoid a repelltioii c€ tbesi,^' tsaid fib* 
IwMftinn , who then prapesed that tbey should proceed to tbe 
iUehieinscopal PalMse, and mquire whether Bishefi cAJev- 
ttder mill reaiained ^ CkMtttaiamaple. ** Aad iKi^vet^ 4o 
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Wf^imei^ V* jmd Mark,abnigging hk shouIderB :— >*< Well* 
U will be better ^n that of the corn-mills, and anj thing ie 
giieierable to the ironble of beiog one's owa master, which 
is ^e worBt«la¥^ of all." 

Jkt <lhe palace they learned th^t Alexamler and Athanaaiys 
liad vetinrned home some weeks before ; nor^sould tiny then 
tee the Primate JCtf Constantinopky who had retired to xeiiftj 
iHttihey wefe promised acc^ to him in the momlngy and 
«PBre provided in the mean time with a supper and a ^, to 
$be fiurmer of which Mark did ample justioe, while his ctan- 
]MinioD» too muehagitailad to eat> retired immediately to le^ 
Afler they had performed the ablutions of the iMtth, and 
arrayed themselves in more decent attire, they were mAiered 
the piesence of the metropolian, who could hardly 

iwlMn he had heard their statement* that such enor* 
eould be perpetrated in a Gbristian city; but thai 
ivfaich mose -especiaUy moved his indignation was the fiict, 
thAt jmy one should ^re U> lay profane hands upcm an ad- 
Biilfld servant aad inleiided minister of thechureh. No* 
lliBig would sattsfyjiim but tibat they sboidd prooeed forthwith 
toihe emperor, to lay before him this flagrant abuse; for 
lehieh purpose be oidsr^ his- carriage, Qiristian prelates 
hfliiiiii bf this^irae ieil off walking, and accompanied them 
loiifae palaoe. 

Jiol even the metropdiUin, however, could procure an 
•ndienee^if tbe emperor without .^oing through the routine ^ 
0f ^stoetatiouB etiquette which Gonstantine had imported 
imm the £atft and^estaUisbed in bis palace. A long list of 
4^liMsei» from those who were merely eotitled to be termed 
iCeipairfffftfe, up to the illustrious and henourabte Counts and 
Aotes, pompously saluting each other as Ymir Excellency^ 
Xamr Mumieney^ yeMr ^^ubUime and wonderful MagnUude^ 
tkmt(3kmtfious^andmuiigt^eeni Highne^B^ii^c. ushered the 

^aloflg the nunmrous and costly chambers, until thc^ 
AmBy ce»ducted into the presence of Oonstantine* 
«dm^vbeiiif,iike>iilther m^«iai«hB,a4^ei^ all io^ 

joitioe mhBHi his owu interestsor plensures were not con- 
cevfied, manifested the uteostindigiiatioo at the int^Iligenoe 
eeiiMBmucf^sed.to him» and eiderod an officer of distinctioB 
te<tAea|;iiard of soldiers ami aocorapaay Sebastian end 
Hvk to ithewUiyfiir the purpose ^ examinkig the ^aattSt 
4be eeniraeter mai idfl hk smimdeos. fkum 

G3 ^ 
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of the latter, anticipating what would happen, had already 
decamped ; but the former and several of his partners in 
iniquity, includingr Aaron the pretended drug-merchant^ were 
apprehended, and summarily punished. A largess, the only 
atonement that could be made them, being distributed among 
the incarcerated workmen, they were dismissed to their sev- 
eral homes. The pious and affectionate Marcian, whb had 
no home to receive him, and whose fortunate suggestion 
had been the means of emancipating so many of his fellow- 
creatures, consented, at the earnest suggestion of Sebastian, 
who loved him as a brother, to accompany him to Alexan- 
dria, where he hoped to procure for him an appointment in 
the choir. 

The metropolitan having liberally supplied them with the 
means of travelling, our young Cretan prepared to return 
to Egypt. As his yearning heart, however, now recurred 
with fresh tenderness to the hope of recovering his lost 
Lydia, he proceeded in the first instance to Heraclea, to 
make inquiries of her uncle, who had heard nothing of her, 
nor was he even aware that she had quitted her home. Oil 
his voyage to Alexandria, he landed at Crete, for the pur- 
pose of imparting his new plan of life to his father, as well 
as of ascertaining whether Lydia had returned to her pater- 
nal abode. No tidings having been received of her, either 
by friends or strangers, the disappointed lover re-embarked 
with a heavy heart, and pursued his voyage, resolving not 
to relax in his perquisitions, yet almost desparing of success, 
and half-tempted to believe that she must have perished in 
the sea. Mark rallied him unsparingly on his performing a 
wild-goose chase in search of a woman who had probably 
for some time been enacting the part of a mermaid, remind- 
ing his companion that there were many other females to be 
had, and that they were all equally good, or rather good for 
nothing. Marcian was reserved, gentle, and melancholy as 
usual, but he never complained, and even seemed to taste a 
happiness that imparted a languid smile to his features^ when- 
ever he could enjoy the society of Sebastian, or contribute 
in any way to his comfort and amusement. This he was 
often enabled to do ; his good offices were cordially recip- 
rocated ; Mark played the merry-andrew ibr the entertain- 
ment of the whole party ; and in this manner the time passed 
pleasantly and rapidly until they ciAt anchor in the port of 
AJezafidria« 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

* On proceeding to the Episcopal Palace, Sebastian learned 
wiUi no small concern that his good friend Bishop Alei^an- 
der had died of a fever some weeks before, and that Athana- 
sius bad, by his eloquence, firmnesSf and orthodoxy, so far 
ingratiated himself with the faithful of Alexandria, that be 
bad been elected to the vacant chair ; and having been re- 
cently enthroned with all pomp and ceremony, was now 
absent, on a visit to the different suffragans of his diocess. 
Exclusively of his sincere regret for the loss of his friend, 
Sebastian bad to lament the possible disappointment of all 
his hopes and plans, botk for himself and Marcian. His 
promised promotion in the church now depended on tbe will 
of Atbanasius, from whose rigid and inflexible character he 
did not anticipate either friendship or cordiality ; and from 
whom, therefore^ even if he ventured to solicit an appoint- 
ment for himself, he could not presume to request a similar 
favour for Marcian. 

Markt the slave, was not less afflicted than his companion, 
especially when be found that under the will of the late 
bishop he was entitled to a small legacy, and his freedom 
from servitude. *' He could not have made me two more 
fatal presents," said the slave, shrugging bis shoulders, and 
turning up the palms of bis hands. ^^ What is money but 
silver solicitude and golden grief, the exciter of envy, hatred^ 
and malice among your friends, the cause perhaps of your 
being watched, waylaid, robbed, and murdered ; and if not, 
the inevitable curse which destroys all the charities as well 
as comforts of life, by making your ciiildren and successors 
wish for your death ? Thank heaven ! I never bad a penny 
in my pockety and therefore never carried a care in my 
heart." 

<^ But your emancipation ?" said Sebastian. 

<< What is it but the freedom of being a slave to the world, 
and of having many masters instead of one ? Of labouring 
^nd toiling for one'n daily bread^of struggling and eompe* 
ling With ODO' 8 fellow^ereatureSf exposed to all the gnawiiigs 



116 BOXAHCB OF TMS XMUUT J1&B8. 

of jealousy, anxiety, and avarice ? Alexander was hy slave 
— 1 was not his. He thought for me, cared for me, provided 
me with food, lodging^nd raiment, and allowed me to laugh 
at any thing, every tmns, or nothing. By Zaccheus the 
slave and martyr! if Auanasius will not receive me as his 
bond-servant, and idlow me to light the lamps and play the 
tool as hflielofore, I shaU, in self-defence, be obliged to pat 
myself up at auction in the slave-market." 

Being not lew ^eiurally known than weU liked in the 
palaoe, Mark was willingly allowed -to occupy bis iormer 
^aaxtais^ while Sebastian procured a lodgii^ in ^ 'mimtf 
far bimself and Harcian, with whom he passed the tiaeia 
vaadeiiDg through the ^eetstif Alexandria, tbra tbe|;aeBl 
emporium of the Saat^ admriog the pidilic toildinga, ilbe 
dm^ caravans that entered almost every d<^ from Atua and 
iAfrioa, or4he vessels of aill nations that crowided tfaespaeioisi 
pelts. On the Sabbath feliowing their arrival Abey etnlM 
together info a church, of which tbecongregaiioa wjisihra 
•Dgaged in prayer, and icnek down near the qien ^oot, in 
order to bave the benefit of tbeoir. Marcian wm preseiiify 
absorbed in bis devotions, but bis companion, it ie ^te be 
ftared, derived little benefit from that moroing^s eerviee ; 
for he had not been long within the sacr^ building b^bre 
he beheld a vision which threw his heart iiod whole ifi»me 
into a -flutter of agitation, and oompleiely disqualified bim 
bam attending to the remainder of ihG lecture^ in tbe 
gallery above him he had ctaugbt a glimipse of ^a faoe wfaicb 
he inatently recognised to be that €i£ bis beloved Lydia! 
Ckmvinced as he was of her identity, be could faardfy trust 
the ovidenee of bis^sehses, biit riveting bis o]m upoir ber, 
as she turned a^de her head, he keenly scr^nised her %ttre* 
Although clad with a studied, almost with ^ll^mely plajnnass 
and stmpiicity, far different from thebridalfineiy'in wbioh 
he bad last seen her, he could not be mistidtm in tbe £00 
pM^ortions of her form. A second, though momentary, 
glimpse of her features confirmed tins impfessbni vidien 
several persons seated themselves beside her, and complotdkf 
intercepted his view. With What in^atienoe be awaited the 
dhrmksal of the jcengregatioa can only be jacked by the 
yonag^and enrq>twed lo«er» who, after bemg hmginkoiiaklt 
m to the ^ery eaiatenfie ^ bis iniatreas, sees her Mmem^ 
fofilodl^ xiBteoedJto ^bs bopaa, wA 4kt conviatiQB «f ifaar 



«nni|iaired bealdi, tnd in the full yiiumiiuu rf Inr on* 
iBntinished affection. 

Tkeve WB8 but one door of eaat ftoaiifaegalfepmttt^diioii 
BdMiBtian stationed bimeelfy peering istentlj into the 
of all who passed, until he saw the ohject of his 
ooming towards him, aceompanied hy two other jfonndef, 
attired in the eame formal gta^ ns liars«l& but of Bmoe 
advanced age. ^ It is Ljrdia i it is ny ownloi^-lost L;^ !" 
be exohimed, ichisping hie hands tc^^etiber as i^ veadied 
the door. 

Starting ^ the sound of her nMBe,^riie ganed upon the 
ipeaber with atookof pefoond atnasrainent) and c^aoolating 
**Aeare8t Bebaetian ! is it yauf^^ leaned upon one of 'her 
eompBiions 'for support ; reeoveling beieelf,lnweTWviR -it 
monentf she whispered to. Sebasdao, ^* We are ki the pre- 
•anoe of the faiUrftil, before whom it wonld-not be decoioai 
to^disp^j mf unspiritnal amotion. The door of the Lmrd^ 
bottseis no pbce fsr icQe oolloquy ; foUow »e to my idwell- 
fligv *nd we can jnutoatifiaplain how we hnvBthus tmex- 
pee^lf wet.*' ^ string, she mmasei ^tiie arms of ber 
jBenfMunoits, which in^ first moment of surprise she bad 
reiii^piishedi «nd walked isrward^^umversiog wttb them in 
•ppareot Tselfvpossession. Struck, andsoaftewhat hurt by the 
mterve, iMt to a^^the coldness of her ^draseanoor, her loiter, 
^ismissingMardan^ his -house, Ibttdwed ber with n beating 
heart, 'tnistfBg diet aU her foraier coKdialtty and affection 
strooidiMniSt^th wfaenidie was onrestruiied bytfae presence 
of ber friends, whose sanctimonious and ibrbtdding ejects 
bad jdnady pfcjttdioed him against them. They stopped at 
the gate of a building enclosed within w»Bs, and pasvod into 
m^small apartment, whenihematisoiis withdrew, casting looks 
i^ their male ▼ia^nt whidi conveyed any intimation rotlmr 
^an that of a welcome. 

liSft aleoe with his recovevedLydia, Sebastian ^q)f«ned 
with an impassioned fervency his delight, his rapture, «t their 
vnexpected meetings running luotify over the ereots that had 
wecoried to btmeelfidnce their separation,^^' which be pio^ 
ised to give her a more mrimite detail at some cither time, 
mai ealluig c^q ber to furnish a particular relation of ber 
mm edvewtotes, end ef the oircomstanees tiuEt bad bron||;ht 
Jm4oikleaniiriar«ail«aQre «speda%bilen cburdi, wbense 
JasisffifadAe dbeemg eemelM ibi^ ^Ae hid imotmn m 
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eoDTert to Christianify. In compliance with his reqnest, sh^ 
stated all that had befallen her up to the period when Sisi« 
mitiiresaRd his followers bad been destroyed by their Mem- 
phian adversaries, from which point we shall continue her 
narrative in her own words. 

** You must imagine, my dear Sebastian, for it is impossi- 
ble to describe it, the deep despair that overshadowed my 
soul when I found myself entombed alive in the midst of a 
desolate island, covered with ashes- and strewn with dead 
bodies. Exhausted with the vain efforts I had made to re- 
move the entrance-stone, I saiUc lipon the ground, where 
wearied nature at length sought relief in sleep, to which I 
Willingly abandoned myself, in the hope that my recruited 
strength might enable me to succeed. On awaking, I in- 
stantly, and with a desperate energy, renewed the attemptt 
but with BO better success than before ; and the ghawings 
of hunger already began to intimate that my remaining 
powers would be now rapidly diminished by inanition. As 
I sat wistfully gazing at the lake on the evening of the 
second day, I caught sight of a small boat, paddling gently 
iround from the west side of the island. My heart leaped 
in my bosom, and I uttered an involuntary scream of joy, 
which, however, I quickly repented when I saw the boat- 
man, apparently scared at the sound, lay upon his oars for 
a moment, and then prepare to row back. The direst foe 
would have beefn then welcome to me as a deliverer from 
impending death; but I had the delight of recc^nising in 
the boat an aged and devout follower of Siaimithres, who 
occasionally read prayers for him. I shrieked out his name* 
— he pulled his boat up the channel that approached nearest 
Co my prison, stepped ashore, and guided by my voice, came 
up to the large stone that barred my egress from the cave. 
In a few hurried words I explained to him my depIoral>le 
situation, and implored his immediate assistance to extri- 
cate me. 

<^ Instead of noticing my petition, he inquired, with an 
eager look and vmce, * wliere Sisimitbres usually deposited 
the precious relic ?' * What relic ?* I asked. * The finger- 
bone of the holy St. Polycarp, which he kept in a small iron 
box, and by means of which he has worked divers cures and 
miracles.' On my declaring that I knew nothing about it, 
be proceeded to aearch earnestly amid the rubbish and ftdM 
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of the house., instead o^ making any attempt at mj delifer* 
ance f nor did he evince the least disposition to do so, until 
I suggested that the relic was probably concealed in the cave, 
ivhen he set zealously about the work of removing the stone. 
It resisted our united strength, and it was only after the earth 
had been removed from one side of its base^ that we suc- 
ceeded in rolling it over. No sooner was this accomplished 
than my deliverer hurried in to search for the invaluable 
bone, and I rushed to the lake to appease the thirst with 
which I was tormented ; after which I relieved my hunger 
by a portion of the fruit which the old man had placed in 
the boat for his own support while he remained on the 
island. ' 

*^ Although I felt as a complete outcast, ignorant whither 
to Bj for protection, I was anxious to escape froQL tt^e 
horrors that surrounded me, and from a spot where I had 
latterly experienced such excruciating anguish of mind ; 
but my companion could with difficidty be persuaded to 
abandon the search of the relic, nor was it until he had a 
hundred times turned over the ashes and the dead bodieSf 
and as often ransacked the cave, that he gave up the attempt 
as hopeless, and with a heavy heart returned .to the boat, 
exclaiming : ^ If I knew that it was burnt, I should not 
repine ; but to think that it may have been carried off by 
the heretics is an intolerable affliction.' As soon as he 
could sufficiently recover himself to converse upon other 
subjects, he informed me that it was his intention to proceed 
to Alexandria, where there was a large congregation of the 
faithful, offering to carry me with him, and to place me with 
a godly sisterhood in the city, whose society I might join if 
I thought fit, or remaia under their protection until I found 
an opportunity of reluming to my friends. With this pro* 
position I gratefully closed ; my companion rowed me to 
the Nile ; we floated down its stream, and arrived without 
accident at Alexandria, whei^ I was committed to the pioua 
sisterhood who occupy this house, and with whom I have 
ever since remained." 

•'What is the- nature of this association?*' inquired 
Sebastian.^ 

'« They call themselves the Sisters of the Evangely,^ and 
under the influence of a deep spirit^ of devotion d^oate ' 
themselveiy as missionaf ies^ to the diffusioa of Christtaoity 
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ihe ifettiales «f the heslhen and bnliBriaiWy even unito 
flie reiaotSBt puts of the earth. Won 1^ the Mndness wilii 
nhicfa thejr tvected sie, influenced \}f their exani|ile and 
pewoaiiona, ror perhaps prompted by a faeatenlj call io 
tawaen^pafticfpalorln Unir labours, I adopted the hdiit 
af'^nstnhoody and Jiaol pxfionsed, 'for I despaired of ewr 
•eeiii|r ^11011 ^agam, to accon^HEoy aparty wUcfa is about to 
pioueed ia ai^w dagrsta the distant provinces of Asia*"' 

** Of which yon wfll of eomee abambn tSU thoughts, now 
that fie have aofaslunately met,'' exdamed her iowr^who 
was te iircHB bmng p l ease d at ^e apparent Acility with 
which aha had resigned btm. 

*^I wish yon had arrived before I had thus pMgaA 
a^adf,*' eaidliydia, afterisonie little iiesilatiQn. 

^ Bot i inwe four long" prsvioos pledge, yournffimofl^ 
yonrfrow." 

^ Made, «ha't in wiy «nragenerale slate, and Aerafana 
not Inadnig upon mo^MmGhtistian.'' 

*<ibnriy, sorely, my deavest Lydia, yon woirid not vqeet 
me, «ow that ^our conversion to Ohnstianity has asBMiiied 
Hw only impediment to our onion, mnd when w^ tmdimiB- 
lAod affiQlion I claim the faith that you 4iaae betrothed to 
me-" 

Afieoted by tiie earnestness iaod evident notation of her 
Iswer, the sister of the Evangely took him by the hand, 
eaolaiminf : ^.Mo, dear £Mwstii|n, I «sould ^Mi think of 
dwardmg you did I not ihd myself to hoeeteen oded to' 
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rekaaes aoe trom mHi oter ties. I wiH, however, 4)oaniit 
the pious sisterhood ; they will perhaps absolve me iam 
what liiaye undertaken, and we may still, even rn mariiaget 
devote ourselves to the diffusion 4if the go^[ieL " 

With this promise, which was the ntmo^ thoit he oouhi 
obtain, Sebastian wkhdtew, mndi mortified at the altered 
demeanour and evident ooohiess of his ooee iHfepasaioned 
Lydia ; imt still trusting that all her former eardour wsoidii 
return when she had shaken off the hearl^^iUing laineBOO 
e^the ilisteis of the fivangely . As dome compensation lor 
<^«sappointment in this quarter, he learned at ^be fipia- 
2^ raaee,whilfaer he next beteokhim8^,tfa8tAthasasius 
J|»««w^ on tto pfoviaos mglo, and faad«pnsed aiiirii 
«»«ae«ms. *«i»e Partly ^uahesadito iw awa»w»,'tto 



biAop -ntji xmh jiieiged himself to Mfil mU Unit Ms prede* 
emmof had promised, botgave bi8<soR8eiittotfae*conteiBpliited 
mariittge, of which Sebastian thought it his duty to inform 
ltiiii,and even offisred to perform the ceremony himself, « 
cenckecension the more ^atifymg to his ^risiteBt because it 
was totally umexpected. 

Ebted with these auspiciooe tiding, Sebastian borriei 
Ml tiie ibllowiogf morning to commumGate them to Lydn, 
fidiy expecting that they would mflueBoe lier to coBseift to 
«ti iminediate mamage. No sooner^ k)#ever, had he 
meottofied^the flame cit Athanasius as his pairoiit ^timn Lydiat 
starting up with« look of horror and testation, exclaimed : 
** Aftatbema ftiaranittha ! Who, what ! Athanasius 1 'Hare 
font vUaehed yourself to ttait accursed heretic ? Are you m 
b^everin the false, -execrable, «nd eouUcmideBumig doe> 
tnBe<»f the Horooumm) instead of yielding up your ev^tu^o 
AHh, as I have ^bMie^lo the tensits of the i^ous «ttd en* 
lightened Arim, and the divine, iRefpagable) authentic^ 
•er^ltfral, bleased, a^ only earing prinoiple of the 
iiomDloUM'oti ? You ^confess your heresy t O lost and 
4omiied 9eHb«slmii ! Even U the sisleirbood would cemet^ 
toiiB7secessfon,wlnefatiii^refuseto do,tat^r«fwvdd I cut 
«ff my nght haad iban pecil miy ofeifaiating soul by joinmg 
it with that of a CcHiBftthstimtialist." 

''< Only heai^ me, Lydia !*' said the Io^wr,tilter]y astounded 
«tm vehemence ao opposed to hei^ pvevkms calmoesik *' I 
lieknowledgeDqNB^to be albilower off Atb8&«U8,<a sedoua 
CoDBohslftntialist, butiMnro^theleet — ^ 

'^'liear him! hear imn!" intevposed Lydia, Iter eyes 
#niRng, and her fice becMimiBg soAned wfA pious miBg* 
tfutton and hcnnxr. ** Se gloriea m Ini riMUHe, he wows 
ills cmx^ perdition i O sell^cQiidemiied gffae t i w i, fttreweH f 
fit. i4Am vi^uld ncit teamin in a balh ^iHiere CerinliK» iHm 
Imetie was preaeaft, for fear the boildisg lAiouid fall upoa 
liiB l^d, ^Bor dm« I remain in the «ame r^em with A 
CoBsiibstMitiatist. Avaoiitl loudi ne irot,*-Anathena 
fiium«dHil'' So saying, md 4>efere her dumbfounded 
ioaer ooold piwent her purpose, she rushed oat of "te 
flMRitaieBt with knks lull of terror and a!i«fBion. 

:Sob«itii» aifl^ for ^eoaM ^lime gnnif :ait Hie door ^nougii 
fMdk ehe had ^d, seavoefy tpoating 4he «?ideiiDe of bis 
amd quile unsbtb to acodltiit Apt Has clmlBlian 
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of a zeal so violent and blind, as apparently to bave effaced 
all previous impressions from her heiurt, and to have turned 
love into apathy, if not into positive dislike. Having studied 
the Scriptures himself in an enlarged and charitable spirit, 
and feeling not the smallest dimunition of his love for Lydia^ 
or disinclination to recmve her in marriage because in their 
common religion they differed upon some subordinate 
points \ he could, not at first comprehend the motives which 
bad urged his betrothed wife to a conclusion so diametrically 
opposite. Had not hia attachment clouded his perceptions, 
be would have quickly seen that th^re was nothing marvel- 
lous, or. even unusual, in the metamorphoses be had 
witnessed^ Lydia, under the tutorage of Sisimithres at 
first, and subsequmitly of the Arian sisterhood, had become 
a narrow-minded and intolerant bigot, who, affecting a 
firigid and stern sanctity in all her actions, found no difficulty 
in sacrificing her afiections upon the altar of fanaticism^ 
The same fearless and prying spirit that had carried bet 
into the labyrinth of her native island, now prompte^her to 
accompany the party which was about to confront the 
daggers of penetrating into the remoter provinces of Asia ; 
nor Iras she without secret aspirations for an opportunity of 
ilisplaying to the whole Christian world the inflexible and 
holy courage with which she was animated. 

On the succeeding day Sebastian renewed his visit, but 
was unable to obtain sight of Lydia, who sent him word, 
by a sour-looking sister, that out of consideration for their 
mutual peace of mind, she had firmly resolved never to see 
2um again. Hoping that an emissary might prove more 
successful in this respect than he had been himself, Sebas^ 
tian unfolded the whole affair to his young friend Majrcian« 
requesting him to see the intractable Lydia^ and endeavour 
to dissuade her from her purpose by urging that their mar- 
riage, since they were both Christians, need not in any 
respect interfere with the peculiar religious tenets of either 
party* During this relation Marcian wept almost incessantly^ 
to the great surprise of his friend, who, though he knew t^ 
sensibility of his heart and the warmth of his attachment, wai 
not prepared for such a depth and tenderness of sympathy. 
Willingly undertaking the commission, the youth, proceeding 
to her residence, was allowed access to L^dia^ upon whom 
he lavished all the persuasions and arguments in his powers 
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extoIUng the virtues and constancy of their nuitual friend, 
and drawing a glowing picture of the happiness which must 
inevitably attend the female who should be so fortunate as 
to become his wife. Ljdia remained inexorable ; nor could 
two subsequent interviews in which the zealous agent 
evinced as much fervour and perseverance as if he had been 
a principal, effect the smallest change in her sentiments. 
She then desired him to call no more, giving him a letter to 
his employer; wherein she enjoined him to abandon all 
thoughts of ever seeing her again ; bade him farewell ; urged 
him, as he valued his soul, to forswear the Consubstantial 
doctrine, and adopt that of Arius; and concluded by 
expressing ber admiration of the fervent eloquence and 
indefatigable zeal with which his cause had been pleaded 
by his young friend. 

Conclusive as this dismissal might be deemed, the inde- 
fatigable Marcian continued to call daily at her residence^ 
hut without being admitted ; until he wai^at length informed, 
that sbi had departed from Alexandria, three nights before, 
by the caravan for Asia. Sebastian hastened to the office 
where the names of all the travellers were registered, and 
finding that she had indeed set out upon her distant mission, 
in company with some others of the pious sisterhood, he 
determined, with an oflended {Nride and disappointed love 
that quickly, aided bis resolution, to obey herded mandates, 
and discard her from the heart in which she no longer wished 
to preseijve a place. His professional duties, for he was soon 
after made a presbyter, allowed him little leisure for the 
indulgence of unavailing regrets, and he now lost no time in 
solidting a situation in the choir for his young friend Mar- 
cian, which Athanasius immediately granted, with an intima- 
tion that it might not improbably lead to the office of pre-^ 
centor* Instead of being exhilarated by this intelligence, 
Marcian became thoughtful and dejected, — an effect which 
his friend, bnpwing his modest and diffident character, attrib- 
uted to some misgivings as to his competency; and en- 
deavoured to dispel them by assurances of his being much 
better qualiQed ^an half the chm-isters of Alexandria. The 
cause of his embarrassment was however explained in a 
manner not less painful than unexpected, by the following 
letter, which Sebastian found upon bis table when he arose 
next morning :— . 
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^ Mr mtut FmsND, 

*' Forgive my pi^Mmiption in «tiU calling you so, when I 
ftm about to confeas a «leception which onght p^ba^ to bave 
deterred me from addreseii^ yoa. Pardon me— pray parioo 
me, for ft ia the only imposition I ever practised upon yon 
or any one. I told yon, that when my poor father was 
unexpecstedfy red&ced to poverty, i supported bim by travel* 
Kng about, and singing scriptural songs and hymns, until 
we were decoyed into the iraults at Constantinople ; but i 
Ad wot reveal to you that I was his daugbt6r, not his son ; 
and that I assumed my present (fisgttise at his own suggestion, 
as a|>rotoction against the annoyances to which i miglrt 
l^ate been otherwise exposed. As we shall neiirer meet 
a^in, «t leaM in this wortd'^^laa! my tears are fiist i^liiif 
at the thought — I may now also disclose to you aneHier 
secret, which 1 meant to have carried with me to the grawe, 
and far which I must equally claim your pity and (argtmomi^ 
From the first moment ^df our meeting, I feh for you mm 
attachment which, in ^ite ^ my ^erflbrts, was confirmed by 
#very subs^uent interview, untS it ripened into an ardent 
love, ahhough I never dterished the enwilest hope «lf ks 
being returned, — for you had told me that you were betrothed 
to another. ^ To %e near you, to gaze open you^ to enjoy 
your conversation, to assuage your sufferings, to cheer your 
eaptivity with my voice and lute, and to ponder night and 
day upon the means of your delrverance, was all ^ happi- 
ness to which I aspired. To tave suggested the plan of 
your escape would over bave l>een gratifying to my sod; 
It was doubfy so when yon invited me to become your subse- 
qwmt eompamon, and offered to 'prooore me a setttefkietf 
mar you>at Alesandria. 

** Arduous and ailmost lieart-brericing as was the lariE> 
Heaventtnowsi^h whatan earnest and impoitonaie teraimty 
I endeavoured to persuade Lydta, my uneonsciDus trad, to 
forego tfaflnilernness of her purpose, and to comfdy with your 
wishes. Consi^tering your happiness to be at stake, I esest- 
mi tfwtf energy, every fwmkf I possessed, to wm bet §at 
ymn wHe ; l>ut she was blind to ffae great feficity that ^dbrted 
ber, and mil my efl^s were unavailmg. StiU I wanted Ibd 
l e sdui ioB to tear myself from your socie^r, mnil your kind- 
veee iirocored me« eitaatioii in the choir; when my cob* 
seience smote me, and I said to myself, Hmg^ I lam 



deemed Sebastian, I must not, will sot,, dare not pxaetisfta 
dee^ion in. the bouse of the Lord. Unprepared with aaj 
^ txeuse iy rejecting the proffered appointment, deternuned 
lo be no longer a burdiea t^on your bounty^ and living in 
ccmstfant dread of an accidental detection, which might 
incur your displeasure^ I suddenly resolved to embark for % 
remote part of the empire,, where I liav^ relations who* I 
doubt not, will succour and protect me. At all events,^ my 
lute and ray voice will gain me a subsistence, as they have 
hitherto done, so that you may dismisB erery apprehoraioa 
of my being ti^et wkh difficuhiea of any sort. 

'VAndnow, my dear Sebastian,, again beseeching your 
forgiveness of my pcesumptoous but involuntary passion, and 
returning you my most grateful thanks for all your friendship 
fo a hapless orphan,. I hkd you, for the hst time. Farewell! 
—assuring yon, that 1 shall never lay my head upon my 
pillow without imploring the God whom we both humbly 
worship to pour down upon you his choicest blessings. 
That you may, in all things, be as happy as you deserve, wiB 
€$Bt be the deajsest and the heartfelt wish of her'who now 
signa herself by the realnameof 



CHAPTER IX. 

EtTBH bad Sebastian possessed a less sensitive tempera- 
ment, he could hardly lave failed to be deeply afiected by 
the perusal of this letter, which he had already moistened 
writfa biatears, before he had reached its conclusion. Touched 
as he was, even to his injiermost heart, by the affectionate 
liumility andfrneek resignation of the writer, who asked 
pardoft for her silent sufferings^ and eaipressed repeated 
gxfttitii^e for favours received, when sh^ was in reality the 
^ar benefactress who had fiistcheered and then released Um 
firoin his captivity ; he was still more struck by the mag- 
nanimous devotedness that had prompted her to advocate 
bis amt with her rival, and to make shipwreck and sacrifice 
Ibr ever of Jiec own OMQlal peacs^ in the hope gf coofo- 
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ring happiness upon hhn. A 'thousand times did he re- 
proach himself for his blindness in not having sooner discoT- 
ered her secret ; and as often did he deplore hisA^ayward 
fate in having sought to reclaim the intolerant, bigoted, and 
obdurate Lydia, who had manifestly ceased to love him, 
"when he already possessed the whole heart and affections of 
one who, although she could not compete with her rival in 
personal attractions, 'was immeasurably her superior in all 
the charities and virtues enjoined by a right interpretation 
of Christianity. To the loss of Lydia he had already be- 
come perfectly reconciled ; but to be deprived of such a 
prize as Marcia, whose gentle manners, intelligent conversa- 
tion, and unobtrusive friendship, even as a supposed youth, 
had formed the solace of his latter lifeiand which were so 
expressly calculated to bless the whole remainder of his ex- 
istence, if he could secure them to himself by maiTying 
their possessor, seemed to be a cruel waywardness on the 
part of fate, to which he found it difficult to submit with 
patience. 

After reperusing the letter several times, always with 
fresh tears and a more intense regret, he began to weigh 
the possibility of discovering her retreat, and of still making 
her his wife, although she had carefully concealed the place 
to which she was destined. Hurrying to the port with this 
view, he learned that several vessels, availing themselves of 
a change in the wind, had on the preceding evening put to 
sea, most of them being destined for the Tiber. On board 
one of the latter, he found reason to believe that Marcia had 
embarked, and his heart sank within him, when he reflected 
on the length of the voyage, the ruin which his absence 
would entail upon his professional prospects, and the uncer- 
tainty, or rather the impossibility, after all, of his discovering 
80 humble a person as Marcia, among the millions that con- 
stituted the crowded population of Rome. As if it were 
destined that every thing should combine to increase his 
despondency, while he was strolling in deep dejection along 
the shore, he began to be filled with apprehensions that the 
fair fugitive might be subjected to imminent peril, if not to 
destruction, from the storm which had risen in the night, and 
was now raging with an increased violence. ** Alas!'' be 
ejaculated, *^'w it not enough that my poor Marcia has to 
contend with the tempett in her owu bo8om» Vut must h^ 
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tender nature be exposecTto this pitiless buffeting of the ele- 
ments ? Oh ! that 1 were on board the same Yessel, to sup* 
port and encourage her ; to whisper in her ear that her at- 
tachment was fondly reciprocated, that our fates should 
thenceforth be united; that we would lire or die together 1'* 
Plunged in the profound melancholy inspired by such 
reveries, he returned unconsciously to the port, which a dis- 
masted and shattered vessel had just succeeded in entering, 
while others were seen at a distance struggling fearfully with 
the foaming and maddened waters. Two ships, he learned, 
bad already foundered, and it was feared that others must 
share the same fate« Sebastian clasped his hands together 
in an agoay of dismay, and hurried forward, though ho 
knew not whither to go, nor what inquiries to make, until 
he reached the spot where they were landing the crew from 
the dismasted ship. Buried in gloomy thoughts, he would 
Bot have noticed them, had not his revery been dispelled by 
the glad and vehement barking of his inseparable companion 
Phulax, the faithful hound, whom he saw jumping around 
^ and caressing one of the party that had just debarked : — it 
was Marcia 1 He rushed towards her with a cry of joy, — 
she saw him approaching, her pale face became momenta- 
rily crimsoned, she uttered a hysterical sob, and sank faint- 
ing into his arms. 

It is not our purpose to dwell upon the particulars of an 
event which every reader will have anticipated. In due time 
Sebastian and Marcia became man and wife, enjoying for 
the three years that they remained at Alexandria a happi* 
ness that excee<led their utmost hope, and scarcely under- 
went a moment's interruption. Mark^ the slave, had re- 
ceived his- legacy and his manumission, according to the will 
of his late master rather than his own ; but in order to get 
rid of both misfortunes as far ns possible, he bestowed the 
former upon a charitable institution, retained the badge of 
servitude, and resumed his occupation of church lamplighter 
and beadle, endeavouring to cfaeiat himself into the belief 
that he was still an independent slave, privileged, as hereto- 
fore, to care for nothing, and to laugh at every thing. At 
the end of three years, a sudden and unexpected change oc* 
curred, which at ^rst threatened ruin to the whole church of 
which Athanasius was the Alexandrian head, and subse- 
quently occasion^ the r^noval of Sebastian, his-wife, and 



i 



Mark«^ to the widt of Uppor Egypl. The wtfortiig Ba^fm^ 
EOT GoD8tantinA»^uiable to fix faw opintoii» m a tk^oftiical 
coDtfOTeHTSf wliicli waa esaentiallj tneapaUe of {Hroof es 
etilier.sidet ttnespectedly beeamea coRvert to the doetriiras 
of Ariu8» whom he reeaUed from baniahmenty and annuUed 
all that had been decreed against htm in the Cotineil of 
Miea. Utoddeeed with a lindictive joy at this triunpb ol 
their caii8e» the fanatical Ariaos of Alezaedria» secretly pr^ 
?idiog themselves with arms^ furiously attacked the followers 
of Athanasius while they were at their devotions in Ifao 
chnrehy killing and maiming nnmy« making others pn8oneH» 
and compelling the bishop to seek present safety by flying 
from the city, 

Amoi^f the prisonera were Sebastian^ bis wife, and Mnrk« 
who reeeived intimation on the following morning thttt* an 
Ihey were all c&nsidered to* be in immediate eouDexion with 
the heretical church, they wonld be forthwith aebjected In 
every refinement of tortttrey.nnless they ab}i»ed the Cotnsnb- 
stantial doctrinei and embraced that pf Ariue. Shraggmg 
his shouldera and turning up his hainls. at this ini^ligenee^ 
Hark said to lits companions,*-*^* I gave yon some tioie age 
an interesting sehedule of the torments inflicted upon some 
of the saints and martyi^ from which you will now I0 
enabled to make a pleasing selection for your own use, u»- 
less yott bke to try them idl, for there is certainly a charm 
in variety." 

*^ Banter becomes offensive when it is thus miatiflMd,** 
said Sebastian; ^'end yet I must confeselhat I envy yosar 
iortiiude and perfect indifference in a crisis so appallif^/' 

**Come to the same determination thatihave^ and yes 
will be equally free from ^ppr^ension/' 

** What is that soul-assuring resolution V^ 

** To conform, at least nominally^ and while under com- 
pulsion, to Arianiam^ or any other ism. I swear somtiadee 
by Zaceheus the slave and naartyr, but I never had the le^ 
motest intention of following his example. What 1 is net 
self-preservation the first law^ and shall I consent to the de^ 
fiicing of €rod*s image in my own precious person for the 
difference of a diphthong in a theological mystery ? Harkee^ 
Sebastian! I have evex thought that thoy who attach snfr 
cient importance to such trifling anbtkties to auier for them^ 
m^ght be tempted to inflict the tennenls they endure^ tf the 
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cues were revened. As for me, who am willing to be ft 
slave to any thing but my own fanaticism, I will haTe nothing 
to do with either.^' v 

Sebastian, though he would have snatched at almost any 
expedient that might have extricated himsdf, and more €«• 
|>ecially his wife, from the horrid fate which threatened them, 
declared that he could not conscientiously assent to this 
doctrine ; Marcia implored permission to oflTer up her Own 
life, if by so doing she could procure the release of her hus- 
band ; Mark endeavoured by alternate ridicule and argu- 
ment to overcome the scruples of both parties; and tha 
debate had continued far into the night, when it was inter- 
rupted by a rude assault upon the doors of their prison, 
which were presently burst open by a band of their own 
{Mtrtisans, who had collected under cover of the darkness 
for the purpose of effecting their rescue, which was happily 
«ceomp)ished. They fled to the house of a friend, where 
they remained concealed for swne days, and were invited to 
join an armed league that was forming for a counter-attack 
upon the Arians. Sebastian, however, who was naturally a 
lover of peace, and who deemed interference in such hos- 
tilitiea utterly incompatible with the duties of a Christian 
minister, declined any active participation in these schemes 
of violence. Seeing no prospect of enjoying the tranquil-* 
lity he loved in the bosom of the church, which seemed 
likely to be torn for many years by the fury of the conflict- 
ing factions^ he turned his thoughts towards the 'I'bebaidt 
whither he knew that many pious men had retired to pass 
the remainder of their days in quiet and seclusion, some as 
solitary hermits, dthers in small societies, all in the uninter- 
rupted freedom of their own pursuits end doctrine. To 
Marcia such a sequestration from the trouble and turmoil of 
the worldysuch an exclusive companionship with her beloved 
JBebastian, presented inestimable attractions, and she eagerly 
vrged its immediate adoption. Mark, to whom they had 
both become strongly attached, was invited to accompany 
them. '* If you will take me as your slave, I will go,*' was 
his reply. "I will consent to call you such," said Sebastian, 
*' if I may at the same time be allowed to consider you as 
my friend." This point being satisfactorily arranged, they 
commenced their journey without 4lelay, taking with them 
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the faithful Phuhx, rather as a eornpanion than a guards 
tbougb he was equally useful in both capacities. 

Ascending the Nile in a passage-boat, they reached with- 
out accident the district of Thebes, when they debarked^ 
and struck inland iii search of some convenient and attrac* 
tive spot where they might fix their residence. They found 
the whole Thebaid, even to its wastes and deserts, peopled 
with Christian anchorites, faermits, and exiles, some living 
in quarries, dens, caverns, and the solitary cells with- which 
they had honeycombed the rocks ; others gathered into nu» ^ 
merous communities, which offered the first rude specimens 
of monastic institutions. In their second day's journey they 
passed tlie monastery of the venerable St. Anthony, whom 
they saw surrounded by patients, consulting him for the 
cure of the erysipelas ; and by peasants who had driven 
thither their disordered swiue, for the remedy of whose 
complaints he possessed an infallible nostrum, which wasthen 
deemed miraculous. During their progress, our travellers 
visited the settlements of the Tabennians, a fraternity of wild 
monks, who had mostly been Egyptian peasants, and clothing 
themselves in skins, in imitation of Elias, converted the seve* 
ral parts of their habits into monitory emblems. ~ At the 
sound of the sacred horn of Tabenne, they assembled to the 
amount of several thousands, and when their dark retreats 
were invaded by a military force which it was impossible to 
resist, they silently stretched out their necks to the execu- 
tioner, atid supported their national charac^ert^—that tor* 
tures could never prevail against an Egyptian. 

In the Thebaid might be encountered at this period every 
variety of religious enthusiasm, from simple self-delusion up 
to the very confines of spiritual madness. Among the in- 
stances of the latter were included those wandering fanatics 
who, in their mania for achieving the crown of martyrdom^ 
sought every opportunity for accomplishing their own death t 
sometimes stopping travellers, and compelling them to inflict 
the fatal stroke, by the promise of a reward if they con* 
sented, and by the threat of instant destruction if they re- 
fused to grant this singular favour. Failing of success in this 
object, they not unfrequently ascended some lolly rock, and 
in the presence of their assembled brethren, committed 
suicide by throwing themselves headlong from the summit. 

Of the same class,thoug fa labouring under a less desperate 
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haUucmationy were the Bosci, or grazing bermitoy hirsute, 
bearded, satyr-like savages, clad in the skins of wild beasts ; 
who, having neither cells nor habitations of any sort, but 
living like the cattle in the fields, spent their whole time in 
praying and singing psalms, and when hungry, tore up with 
their nails the grass and wild herbs, which they devoured 
without cooking. Our travellers passed hundreds of ascetics, 
who, under the mistaken nation that the reverse of wrong 
must necessarily be right— that because the Deity is offended 
with the abuse of the senses, be must be pleased when wa 
refuse to indulge their lawful gratification, and consequently, 
that every sensation acceptable to man must be criminal in 
the eyes of his Creator, — practised the most rigorous self- 
denial, even to the excitement of disgust and horror, and 
tormented themselves with voluntary mortifications and suf- 
ferings, some beiug bent almost double by the w^eight of 
crosses and chains^ while the emaciated jimbs of others were 
crippled by collars, gauntlets, and greaves of massy iron. 
Many were more rationally employed, while they prayed 
and sang, iu twisting baskets of cane or palm-branch, in 
manufacturing mats, wooden sandals, and crosses, or in 
pursuing some sedentary occupation, as they remained 
perclied upon almost inaccessible rocka and precipices ; 
while not a few were seated upon the ground, devoutly cross* 
iog themselves, making genufiexions, putting up prayers, 
and throwing a stone from their bosom for every orison com* 
pleted, until they had counted three hundred ; for the mystic 
number three, and all its combinations, were now held in 
deep reverence. 

Leaving these swarms of fanatics, whether solitary or 
cenobiticul, to their rocks, deserts, and wildernesses, our 
wanderers at length reached a district which, possessing all 
the natural advantages they could require, was peopled, al- 
though but thinly, with a Christian fraternity who wished to 
sequester from the temptations and dangers of the world 
without surrendering altogether the advantages of society 
and of civilization. Though they were cowled and bare- 
footed, and wore a uniform of the homeliest material, there 
was nothing ascetical in their mode of life, which was rather 
pastoral than monkish. Among this simple-minded and 
friendly brotherhood Sebastian determined to fix his abode ; 
and be remembered enough of hit early occupation as an 
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trehkeet to constrnct in a short Ikne a uA&rMf eonv 
forublo residence, abutting against one of tiiose inigo 
blocks of granite which are frequently oncountereil in tho 
Thebaid. His talents as a builder, often called into es- 
ercise by some of the brethren, were more ospecially dis- 
pfayed in the erection of a rustic church, within which, when 
his minislenal character and his ability as a preacher becaraw 
known, he was solicited to diicharge the functions of a 
pastor. Mark Imd cliarge of the garden, in which he coap 
tinued to cut vegetables and jokes with equal success, untilt 
having attained a good old |ige, wttlH)iit once being out of 
humour, or having occasion to regret his change of life, he 
sank contentedly into the grave. This was the first eorroir 
with which Sebastian and Marcia had been visited in their 
retreat, where their calm existence had flowed on for roanf 
years in one unvaried course of tranquillity and happinessu 
Phulax, the faithful hound, was their next loss. He was 
buried, not without tears, beside the block of granite, upon 
which, by way of monument, his roaster sculptured his 
image with a success and skill that astonished the wholia 
community. 

Forty years had thus rolled away, and upon every sao- 
ceectin^ anniversary of the day when they first settled in that 
ble3.>ed exile, they had returned thanks to Heaven with in* 
creased gratitude, for bestowing upon them a lot so enviable. 
In all this time, Sebastian, though he had made such ia« 
quiries as his world-sequestered residence allowed, had never 
been able to gather any tidings of' Lydia. At the period \m 
have mentioned, however, he lear/!ed, to his no small euro 
prise, that sl)e was about to pass through his settlement <m 
her return from Upper Ethiopia, whither she had travelled 
on a missi(>nary expedition. Lydia, having now become 
the head sister of the establishment at Alexandria, with 
ample funds al her disposal, no longer joined the caravan?, as 
upon her fir.st departure from that city, but journeyed with 
tents, camels, and guards of her own. As a stream passed 
through the hamlet of which Sebastian was pastor, she 
halted upon its banks for the. purpose of refreshtnir the cattle 
and attendants* and ordered her tents to be pitched : a cir* 
cumsfance that enabled her former lover to make himself 
known to her by means of a messenger who bore an ample 
present of fruit and vegetables, as well as a letter, in wliich 
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tlie writer requested permission to wait upon her, A rerba! 
consent being transmitted to him, he Iturried to her tent, in 
«n agiintion of mind to which he had long been a stranger. 
His heart was softened towards his once fondly-loved mis- 
tress — the young, the bright, the l^^autiful Lydia : he re- 
called, with a yearning bosom, the perils and adventures they 
bad shared together ; their wanderings in the labyrinth ; their 
rapturous interviews upon Mount Ida; their capture bj 
the pirates; the desperate battle on the island of the Nile; 
their unexpected meeting at Alexandria : but his thoughts, 
as he sat on the outer tent awaiting her appearance, re- 
verted more especially to the moment when, on their emerging 
from the murky labyrinth, she had knelt down upon a green 
minny mound to return thanks to Jupiter, and he had dwelt 
^kh a sculptor's ecstasy and a lover's delight upon the per- 
fect symmetry of her form, and the loveliness of her flushed 
face, which seemed to derive an additional beauty from &e 
disorder of her redundant tresses. 

So vivid were the imbodyings of his imagination, that he 
seemed to behold this beautiful vision conjured up before- 
i^im, when, on hearing the interior of the tent drawn aside» 
he ran towards the approaching figure, exclaiming — ** Mf 
dear Lydia V* — but immediately stopped, believing himself 
io be mistaken. It was Lydia, nevertheless ; but well might 
be have doubted her identity. Her hair appeared to have 
been all cut oflT, for she wore the close cap and the unbeconei- 
iiig ib^ss of the society to which she belonged : white fre- 
<|iient jourheyings in tropical climates had combined with ill 
health and the lapse of years in efiecting a,<coroplete meta- 
morphosis in her appearadce. Supix>rting her bent and at- 
tenitated figure upon a stick, she tamed towards thebe wildered 
ttebastian a hard, wrinkled, and sunburnt face, in which he 
ill vain ^deavoured.to retrace the lineaments that had filled 
bte yoathful heart with love and admiration. 

Nor did she herself appear to be less astonished at the 
change in Sebastian. ** What!" she exclaimed, a(\er fixing 
ber sunken but still sharp eyes upon him with an incredulous 
atare, *^ is this bald-headed greybeard the handsome young 
bunter of Mount Ida ? Art thou Sebastian ? Yes, methinks 
I still recollect thy voice ; but heretics are cursed even in 
this world ; they are ever vrithered and blighted by a prema- 
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ti&re old age. I warrant thou still clingest to the damnable 
doctrine of the Homousion." 

^^I have seen no reason to change my opinion^'' said 
Sebastian ; *< but I do not the less respect and esteem 
those—'* 

** Enough r' interposed Lydta» with a fierce frown. " I 
want to hear no more. Thou art the pastor, they tell me* 
of this deluded flock. Thou art answerable for the loss of 
their souls. Their perdition bo upon thy head ! 8iience I 1 
will not hear thee. Avaunt ! Anathema maranatha V* So 
sayingt she spit upon the earth, striking it at the same time 
sharply with her stick, and hurrying to the interior tent, gave 
orders for immediately pursuing the journey ; while Sebas- 
tian, returning home, fell upon his knees and offered up ferr 
▼ent thanks to Heaven, tliat instead of being united to th#^ 
stern and intolerant Lydia, he had found a wife in the lowl/i 
meek, affectionate, and truly Christian Marcia. 

With this cherished partner of his bosom, and in the same 
pastoral retreat, did he go gently and gratefully down the 
hill of life, until they had both attained a venerable aget 
when they expired within a few days of each other, and were 
interred in the same grave. 

A French traveller who passed through the Tbebaid in the 
fifteenth century has expended much learning upon the 
figure of a dog which he found sculptured upon a block of 
granite, with a skill that evidently betrayed the Grecian 
chisel. Sirius and Anubis play a conspicuous part m tfao 
erudite disquisition of the discoverer, who traces innumer* 
able evidences that a Greek-Egyptian temple once stood 
upon the spot. There can be little doubt that the sculpture 
in question was the workmanship of Sebastian, and the re* 
presentation of his faithful Phulax ; nor is it improbable 
that the durable granite, still retaining the same impreaswnp 
may have equally puzzled the conjectures of later travellers. 






THE SIEGE OF CAER-BROC. 



SA TALE OP THE FfFTH CENTURY. 



CHAPTER I. 



Hist, gentle reader! this waj—this way! Here is a 
broken portion of the cliff, beneath whose beetling dark* 
fihadowed brow we may safely station ourselves, for it is 
already high water^ the tide will advance no further, and 
although the moon throws its silvery radiance over the 
gently-heaviag sea, and imparts such a spectral aspect to 
those chalky fragments which at a little distance lifl them> 
selves up from the waters, like the ghosts of shipwrecked 
giants, we need not fear being discovered by her rays, even 
were there a waking eye to observe us. Bat aH naturey 
animate and inanimate, seems to be buried in repose and 
silence. The waves lay themselTCs down faushingly upon 
Ihe shore, as if to slumber ; the winds have fallen asleep to 
their own gentle lullaby ; while the gulb, sea-mews, cormo- 
rants, and other birds, which in the day time are perpetually 
hovering over this quarter of the Kentish coast, have all 
betaken themselves to their hiding-places, and folded their 
wearied sea- wet wings for the night. Moonlight and the se- 
renity of the elements seem to throw a smile over the features 
of the scene before us, in spite of its wild and rugged charac- 
ter. What can have wrenched asunder the iron-rooted cliils, 
and thrown them into such chaotic confusion ? Nothing but 
nature could have thus conquered herself ; the gigantic ruin 
has been**accomplished in the course of ages by a diminutive 
etream, whicli^ opening for itself an outlet among the under- 
mined masses, has enabled the sea at high water to run up the 
narrow creek, on theedgeof which weare nowstanding. This 
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inust have been the work of some remote era, and the scene 
has probably undergone but little subsequent change, for the 
circle of stones sending their Jong shadows across the turfj 
platform immediately upon our right is a work of the 
Druids, which at the time of its erection doubtless com- 
manded the sea, and an extensive inland view tbroughHhe 
opening of the creek, even as it does now. 

Ha! I see two figures stealing beneath the boughe of 
those old, gaant, weather*beaten oaks beside the circle! 
They gaze cautiously around them, as if to be certain that 
they are unobserved, and advance with slowness and timid- 
ity ; by their garments they appear to be a youthful couple» 
and lovers if I mistake not, for the man supports and seerot 
to encourage his shrinking companion, as be leads her to* 
wards the altar or central stone, which, as you may perceive 
by the narrow ray of light streaming through it, is perforated 
probably for the purpose of securing the sacrifices previously 
to their immolation. See ! the strangers, pUcing theiMelvea 
on either side the altur, join tbeir hands thrcHigh the aperture. 
I was right in my conjecture ; for this is the form in which 
lovers still plight their faith to one another, although th^ 
may no longer recognise the religion of the Druids. Hush 1 
we may perhaps hear them exchange their vows ; they are 
not far distant, and the silence is profound. Methinks I 
caught the name of Leoline : heard you any other sound f 
Unless mine ears deceive me, the youth pronounced the 
word Guinessa, as he lifted up his left-hand to the sky. I 
would wager a trifle that we have neither of us been deceived. 
Leoline and Guinessa, may this your furtive betrothal, made 
in the stealthy secrecy of night, be of a nature to bear 
approval in the open eye of day, and justify my wish that it 
m^iy be prosperous and happy in its result ! Behold ! tb^ 
aeem to be ejaculating some simMar prayer, for both stretch 
their right hands to the moon ; and now they retire tf^tbcr 
arm-in-arm, and disappear amid the oaks. 

Hark ! did you not hear a noise from beyond those pro- 
jecting sea« beaten crags to seaward of us ! No : I caUgbl 
no sound. Listen ! — ^Tbere it is again ; you have a slug^ab 
ear. But mine eyes are quick, toi, now I discern a abadow 
darkening the waters aheadof yonder outermost cliff. Would 
it were only the shadow of a cloud I but it has a more fe«»* 
ful souree ; for lo ! I perceive a long, dark,^ misshapctt 
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vessel kxHSiDg beavily round the crag, and the dull sound I 
iie^d was that of the oars, which are doubtless muffied at 
the handle with hides^as is usual with these savage marauders. 
—-Is «he a pirate, then! — She appertains, if I mistake not, 
to a nation of pirates. Herclomsy constructioi!* her wicker- 
vork sidea covered with leather^ her masi of udbarked pine, 
and her sail of painted matting, which remains hcnsted, al- 
thoagb there is not a]»<eath of wind, assure me that she 
Wongs to the Scots or Picis, .who ne^er visit the shores of 
unhappy Britain exo^ for the purposes of {uilagev devitt- 
tation, undmassacre. I cuMiot yetaee any of the crew, who 
ere hidden by the high bi^warks of their unwieldy baige, 
hut I can now distinguish an object which coi^nis my ap- 
prehensittis. See you not a targe raft lashed to the stem of 
their vessel, beariog, amid humhei and plunder of all sorts,, 
nevraral prisoners, chained by the 1^ to the ^pars on vrfaidi 
they are floating ? Poor wretches ! if they reach Scotland 
in safety^ they ar^ d»tined to pass the remainder of tiieir 
Jives in davery ; but they may perhaps share m hap}»er doom 
fcy jiading an early grave in the ocean, for their captois, if 
tbey eneoimter blowiug wea^^, or are anxtous to expedite 
their return, wiU not scruple to cot the rafl adrift, and leave 
aU that are upon it to perii^ of hunger, or be overwhelnwd 
jo the waves. £xcept with a view to slavery, Ituman fife is 
ef so little value in the eyes of these barbanans, that they 
ttBually omrder the young, the dd, and the feeble, where 
ibey have encountered any resistance ; and in their maraud- 
ing descents upon the coast^tach much more vakre to the 
^Ittadmpede, which th€y come to purloin, than to their biped 
possessors. So frequent and so fell have been their invasions, 
Ifaat the unfortunate Brijtons, abandoning the northern coasts^ 
jkave mostly retired with their cattle toinlaed caves, rocks^ 
and forests ; and the ravi^rs are now obliged to extend 
their predatory voyages as far eouth as to these coasts of 
Kent. From the ctrcomstance of her towing so large a rait, 
I doubt not that the vessel we are contemplating has been 
Mocessful in her cruise, and that, besides the otlMHr phmder 
inber hold, the brine cMks and tubs with which the maraud- 
ers ooramooly provide themsebes for that purpose are filled 
jrith the cattle they have sbilwi and irisnghtered, for on these 
nore distant eipcditioiui tbej do not •hnyi {.Mmolkcin 
aura. 

H3 
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Look ! several of the crew are now visible, standing upon 
the bulwarks, and pointing towards the creek, for which the 
belmsman is evidently steering. There is something awful 
in the silence with which they advance through the moon*- 
lighted waters, for it betrays the hostility of their purpose, 
and methinks the men wear a singularly ghastly and spectral 
appearance. Is%it an apparition of the night, or a real 
vessel ? Alas ! I can no longer doubt that it is a pirate of 
the worst descriptioh ; the men are Picts, whose half-naked 
bpdies, painted of a blue colour, assume in the moonlight a 
Cdost hideous and corpse^^like hue. Ha ! she has a comrade. 
1 see another vessel heaving heavily round the crags. The 
£rst has now passed into the creek, as far as the depth of 
water will. allow, and the men are preparing to land. Let 
us crouch down and hide ourselves, for tney will slay all 
ivhom they encounter, especially if they be likely to betray 
their approach. 

Hark ! I hear a horn sounding loudly from the shore ;^t 
b answered by another, and now I catch the dissonant clan- 
gour of a brazen alarum. Either the retiring lovers, or 
some tardy watchman stationed in the vicinity of the creek, 
have given the alarm, and the peasants, not unused to this 
nocturnal summons, and starting quickly from their sleep, 
-hasten to announce the danger to the whole districtvthat the 
neighbours may collect for mutual defence and the preserva- 
tion of their property. Behold! the beacon is already fired 
on yonder height, while the shouts and cries of the people 
prove that they are apprized of tlie impending peril, and pre- 
paring to encounter it manfully. Aware that they are dis- 
covered, the Picts no longer steal upon their intended prey 
with the silence of the crouching tiger, but leap clamorously 
to the shore, hastily form their ranks, and clash their swords 
upon their bucklers, as if impatient for the fight. They seem 
disposed to advance in this direction. Gentle reader! if 
4hou valuest thy life, make thine escape quiekly ; hurry along 
in the deep shade of this hollow cliff, and on the other side 
of yonder crag thou wilt find rude steps that may enable thee 
to clamber up the broken rocks, and seek a place of refuge. 
For me, as I am invisible in my auctorial capacity, I may 
safely be a spectator of the coming jfray, the result of which 
I will faithfully report to thee. 
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Not less rapid than total was the change in the aspect of 
that sequestered creek, which with its gentle waves and 
silvery cliffs, its circle of Druidical stones, the adjoining 
oaks, and the country around it, so lately slept in an unru^ 
fled silence. Savage warriors now startled the shore with 
the clash of arms, the country rang with horns, alarums, the 
shouts of the peasants, and the noise of the affrighted cattle, 
which the herdsmen were hastily driving towards an intrench* 
ment that crowned a neighbouring height ; while the blazing 
beacon threw a trembling, ominous, and baleful glare athwart 
the hurrying figures and the adjacent fields, which contrasted 
strongly with the placid steady light of the moon, as she cast 
her undiminished radiance over the rest of the scenery* 
Leaving the herdsmen to secure their flocks and droves as 
best they may, we must direct our attention to a fortified 
mansion which, in the immediate vicinity of the streamlet 
we have mentioned, stood beneath the shelter of the shelving 
downs, looking in front towards the country, while it com- 
manded a side view of the sea along the narrow creek. Its 
pleasant aspect, the beauty of its venerable yew-trees, and 
the facility of communicating with the continent by means 
of the estuary, where small vessels could always find shelter, 
had induced a Roman officer of some distinction to construct 
a villa upon the spot, which presented no mean specimen of 
Italian taste as to its distribution ahd arrangement, although 
the figures in the tesselated floors, and the paintings on the 
stuccoed walls afforded ^sufficient evidence that none but 
inferior artists could be persuaded to visit the world-severed 
Britons. Clumsy as were the original portraits of the pagan 
deities, they now wore no recognisable semblance of either 
human or celestial beings ; for some devout successor of the 
original builder, possessing more zeal than skill, had endeav- 
oured to metamorphose them into the representation of 
Christian saints, martyrs^ and virgins, with whom, however, 
the Heathen Immortals stubbornly refused to amalgamate ; 
while, as if to add fresh difficulties to the myttiologist, loop- 
holes for arrows had in some instances been practised 
through the figures and the wall on which they were painted^ 
without the least respect either to their sacred or profane 
character. 

When the Romans finalljf withdrew from the island, above* 
twenty years beford the date of our tale, this villa came into 
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the possession of Gryffhod, a Briton of some distisctioo, 
whose ancestors had possessed the land on winch it stood 
before the invasion of Julius Csesar. As the Picts and Scots 
at that period seldom or never made descents upon the south* 
em coasts, the new possessor, who had little taste for Roman 
hixuriesy and whose chief property consisted in cattle, grad- 
ually degraded the villa into a farm. Cows, sheep, and 
■wine, admitted into his tessektted Atrium, around which 
eties and sheds had been erected, trampled down the margin 
of its central bath and fountain^ which they quickly changed 
into a muddy pond ; while in other quarters the Mosaic Soon 
were defiled with dung and litter, and se v^al of the painted 
apartments were converted into granaries of com and fodder. 
For the sake of the bees, whose honey was exteaavely used 
in the manu&cture of mead, the Roman flower-gardina was 
retained and enclosed with wattles, to preserve k from the 
incursions of the cattle ; the sculptured mms that had once 
adorned it being now turned over, and adapted to the pur- 
pose of hives. Nothing else was respected except the yew- 
trees. Thesehad afforded shade and shelter to his anoestorst 
and they were therefore reverenced by Gryffhod, who, while 
he remorselessly ordered two Roman statues to be thrown 
over the cliff, because they impeded the progress of the 
|»loogh across the gardens, would have probably inflicted the 
■ame fate upon his men, had they presumed to lop off a 
nngle bough from his venerated y ew-lrees. A similar feeling 
made him respect the sacred circle of stones, and the oaks 
beside it ; for one of his forefathers had been a .Druid, and 
though he had adopted a nominal Christianity from the Ro- 
mans, in the vicinity of whose military station he had always 
resided* he retained a deep respect for the religion professed 
bj the Britons before they were conquered, even although 
he disavowed all belief in it. 

Within the last few years the villa had undeigone asecond 
transformation ; for as the barbarians of the north extended 
their piratical incursions to the southern coast, Gryffhod# 
determined not to abandon his ancient domain, had been 
compelled to fortify his dwelling, in order to de/end it against 
any sudden descent of the piratical enemy. Fch* this par- 
pose it had been surrounded by a dry ditch surmounted by 
a stockade, loopholes had been perforated throngh the walls, 
most of the exterior windows had heeo blocked api «ub> 
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ititutes being found by openings towards the ioiier covrtf «Bd 
a platform, with* a wooden breastwork, bad been fi>rmed 
upon the roof, whence missiles might be securely projected* 
These precautions, and a double set of strong gates, bad 
hitherto afforded sufficient defence against the Picts and 
other savage maraudersi who, although they were well skilled 
in surprising prisoners and cattle, had neither the means nor 
the disposition to undertake the siege« even of mrch a poor 
fortress as we have been describing. 

Gryffhod, though not^n very advanced age, had been im- 
fortunate enough to survive his family. His sol», drafted 
into the auxiliary legions of the Romans, had perished in 
the distant pro¥inces of the empire, combating against the 
barbarians ^ and his only daughter had been carried off by 
m contagious disease, which breaking out, as was th^i not 
unusual, after a year of scarcity and famine, had mado 
miserable ravage among the Britons. For the latto be- 
reavement, fate or chance soon made him all the amends 
that paternal grief can receive. A few weeks after (he 
bwial of his daughter, two or three German vessels were 
driven into the creek of which we have made mention, when 
the crews, akhongh they knew not where they were, leaped 
ashore, and proceeded without ceremony or loss of time to 
plunder the hovels, and carry off the sheep and swine, after 
Jiaving slain several of the herdsmen* Gryffhod, however, 
arming his household and followers, made such a vigorous 
' attack upon the invaders, that they were driven back to their 
ahips with considerable loss, and forced to put to sea, leav- 
ing behind them a boat, in which were a female, fonr mofi, 
and a little girl. The former, disdaining a life of captivity, 
leaped overboard and was drowned in the attempt to swim 
to the %iog vessels ; the men were put to death by the 
exasperated Britons ; and it is* not impossible that the girl 
might have shared a similar fete, had not Gryffhod hiraseH' 
interposed to preserve her. Being of about the same age 
as bis deceased daughter, to whom he imagined her to bw 
M, marked resemblance, though this was rather an illusion of 
bis feelings tlian a reality, the childless Briton adopted her 
as his own, and even transferred to h^ the name of his de* 
liarted daughter, which was Guinessa. His immanity, ee 
is ever the case, had ensnred its own reward. In the child 
of his adoption he found every thing that he could have 
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wished bad she been his proper oSpring : while Guinessa, 
in the affectionate and paternal treatment which she inva- 
riably experienced) could never have suspected that Gr jffhod 
was any other than her natural parent. 

Among the household of the Briton was a young man 
named L^oline, the son of a Roman soldier by a British 
womani who had refused to accompany her husband, oFf 
perhaps, was not allowed to do S0| when the imperial troops 
were withdrawn from die island. His mother dying soon 
after that event, the orphan was thrown on .the protection 
of Gryffbody who, observing in him a decided predilection 
for the sea, in which he had already learned to swim and 
sport, allowed him to go out as an assistant with the fisher- 
man belonging to the establishment, whose office was in 
those days by no means unimportant. This functionary 
having been killed in opposing the debarkation of some 
Scottish marauders, his pupil had succeeded to his place ; 
displaying not less skill and hardihood in his vocation, than 
courage and activity, whenever he had been allowed an 
opportunity for their display, by assisting to repel the 
frequent descents of the pirates ; while he had employed his 
intervals of leisure in taking lessons upon the harp from an 
ancient retainer of his patron, and had acquired sufficient skill 
to accompany himself in such simple songs as were then 
knor/n to the British minstrels. Whether it was the latter 
accomplishment, his fine figure, and personal comeliness, 
or the valour which in those turbulent times was always 
held ennobling to its possessor, we cannot determine, but 
Guinessa had Jong looked with partial eyes upon the young 
harper, who had been not less smitten with the charms of 
his patron's adopted daughter, though he never revealed an 
attachment to which the disproportion of their stations 
seemed to impart a character of hopelessness and presump- 
tion. A secret of this nature, however it may be concealed 
from the rest of the world, is sure to be detected by the 
parties themselves, even if their love have no more intelli- 
gible expositor than the eye. By means of that silent tell- 
tale they soon learned the state of each other's affections, 
and made a mutual declaration of attachment, though neither 
of them dared to divulge the affair to Gryffhod, whose 
consent to their union they could hardly hope to obtain, and 
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whose favour and protection they were both equally appre- 
hensive of forfeitrng* 

Thus continued their engagement for some time, not the 
less sweet, perhaps, from the anxieties and the fear of detec- 
tion occasioned by its clandestine character, when a cir- 
cumstance occurred which filled the young lovers with the 
liveliest apprehension. Oscarv a nephew of Vortigerni the 
principal ctiief of the Britons, departing on a hunting 
excursion from Canterbury, where his uncle was then 
holding his rude and dissolute court,. was separated from 
his companions in chasing a stag^ and wandering as far as 
Oryflfhod's residence, kfiocked loudly at the gate. Being 
recognised,, he was invited to enter and refresh both himself 
and his horse, to which he willingly consented, and dis- 
Diounting from his wearied beast, passed into the dining- 
room$ hi 3 conductor having some trouble in silencing the 
numerous and fierce dogs, who had established themselves 
beneath the tables, where the tesselated floor was thickly 
strewn with bones and offal. Abundant viands were quick^ 
placed upon the oakcm table, and Oscfir, pouncing upon the 
prey with a hunter^s appetite, had already appeased the first 
urgency of his hunger, when Guinessa entered, and making 
a graceful obeisance, while she bade him welcome, filled a 
horn of sparkling metbeglin, which she presented to him, 
observing^ that she could answer for the pure quality of the 
beverage, since she had manufactured it with her own hands 
from the honey of her father^s bees. Oscar quaffed it off 
at a draught, and, as he held out the capacious horn to be 
replenished, fixed his eager eyes upon her with an admira- 
tion that deepened the glow of his already heated features, 
and called up a slight blush ■ to heighten the beauty of the 
down-looking cup-bearer. Since she had become attached 
to Leoline, who^ it will be recollected, was the son of a 
Roman soldier, Guinessa, borrowing her notions^ of costume 
. from some of the paintings in the villa, had almost uncon- 
sciously begun to imitate them in the fashion of her own 
garments : an improvement which, although it was infinitely 
more becoming ta her figure, did not pass without censure 
from Gryfi'hod, who was sturdily British in all his tastes and 
predilections. To Oscar, however, the noveltyof the garb, 
which by its compactness displayed her form to such 
«df anttge, coiistittited an additional attraction ; and he was 
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fer lome moments m»ble to remoTo his eyes from Ae bend* 
iDg beauty, whose profuse golden hair, as she bowed in again 
preseatiog the horn; fell upon her fair shoulders like the 
dusters of the droopiag laburnum over a marble statse^ 
Paying her many compliments upon her charms, which 
jbe said were %oo brUliant to be buried in a farm* or to be 
bttflfoCed by the ocean spray, the young courtier look his de- 
parture, but foimd an early pretext for renewing his visits^ 
which soon became so frequent, and his attentions to 6ia- 
aessa so pointed^ that theie could be little doubt of his 
jatending to claim her as his Imde. 

Many circamsUgices conspiivd to render aooii an allianee 
pecuUariy Hoceptable to Gfyffhod» beyond the immeduifte 
distinctions or advant^^es that it might present At the 
fery moment when the Britons most needed unanimity, to 
enable them to make an efficient resistance to the commoii 
enemy, who were pressii^ them upon erery quarter at ofice» 
tiiey were torn with citil ^ssensioa, and aplit into Act]Oi» 
imdffir different chieilaiasp who in the contests for indtvidnal 
power, which had been occasioned by, and had continued 
ever since the departure of the Komans> had severed the 
bonds of national strength, and left the country at the mercy 
of ahnoet every invader. Some of the tribes with whom 
Gryffbod was comiected were at variance with the royal 
party (for Vortigern had the name of a king, though hot 
little of the royal power), and all his patriotic exertioiis to 
reconcile them, and unite their forces against the general 
enemy, had proved onavaiting. Nothing seemed to him ao 
likely to effect this object as the marriage of the king's 
nephew with his adopted daughter, and therefore was it that 
be noticed with such entire satisikclion the increasing fie^ 
quency and the manifest dboect of his visits. 

Far difierent, as may well be surmised, were the feelings 
of Leoline and Guinessa, whose love-quickened eyes h^ 
developed the intentions of Oscar long before they were 
euspected by Gryffhod. In several stolen and anxious in- 
terviews they ddd>erated upon the means of av^tiog the 
threatened calamity, but without devising any fouifale eiqie- 
dient for aocoeqplishii^ that end ; andtheconne winch tfaej 
Aially resolved to adopt was rather an experimental sebesBe 
than one from which they efaensfaadai^ very sanginoebofies 
«f success. Kaotringhyiriiier^befftitafyieiereaoeiMr 
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the Druidieal circle, and for all the observances to wliieh it 
l^ve a sanction, Guinessa suggested Uiat they sliould so- 
lemnly plight their troth at the ahar-stcme, according to the 
custom of the ancient Britons, and then anticipate Oscar'k 
declaration by disclosing to her father wiiat they bad done, 
and imploring his forgiveness and consent* Possibly he 
might think this formal though clandestine betrothal too 
ibiemn to be violated, and might thus be induced by scruples 
of conscience, as well as by his paternal feelings, for 'm 
affection he had ever proved himself her father^ to forego 
those political advantages which mighl^ spring from her 
union with the nephew of Vortigern. . Such were the mo- 
tives that had induced the young lovers to steal out at ntght» 
and plight their fiiith at tlte sacrificial stone, as described at 
^le opening of the chapter. 



CHAPTER 11. 

As she retreated from the Druidieal circle, GuineiBtt lin- 
fered for a few minutes among the scathed and tst^rable 
loahs, searching for some misletoe, which was supposed to 
Inrve an auspicious influence upon loverSi especially if ga- 
thered by moonlight, afler a visit to the sacred stones. 
Raising beiself tip for this pinrpc»e by the assistanee of a 
bought she discovered the foremost vessri roundti^ the 
broken crags, and^ not doubting it to be an eneror, instantly 
made a rapid retreat with Leolinei and ilew to aj^iize the 
warden who was stationed every night to watch the ereek. 
The man being awaked with some dtiiciilty, for he had fallen 
fint asleep, tb^ requested him to grant tbera a respite of a 
iew minutes that they might regain the farm withiMit dis- 
covery, biddii^ him then sound thenlarm as loudly as he 
could, and run to the height to fire the beacon* Having 
given these instructions, tl^ lovers hurried onward with ai 
•peed ; but scarcely had they proceeded &ftf yards wh^ 
the watchman, knowing that Gryflfhod was inexorable in 
fcnishing any neglect of doty, and anxious io alone for bis 
teeent drowiinesB by instant activity^ soimdcd his braiea 
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•hronii blew his born, and darted towards tbe faeight to set 
tbe beacon in a blaze. Although tlie fugitrres therefore 
exerted all their speed, they could not reach the farm before 
its inmates had been apprized of tbe impending danger ; 
under which circumstances they found considerable difficulty 
In «^ persuading the frightened porter to open the gates lor 
their readmbsion. It was only by threatening to reveal his 
disobedfence of ordera in suffering them to go out, that 
they could induce him to let them pass in : which he did 
with fear and tremblings closing tbe portals behind them 
without noise, and urging them to steal nkmg the dark sijid 
of the yard so as to avoid observation. This could not be 
effected in silence ; for the cows, sheep, and pigs, awakened 
and scared by the loud barking of the watcb-dogs, and tbe 
flaring of torches, were huddled together in that direction, 
and would not suffer the interlopers to pass without urging 
irarious noisy objections to their progress. Fortunately, 
however, tbey gained the hall, or ratlier the barn of entrance, 
when tbey separated, Leoline betaking himself to the back 
court, where he heard the servants and labourers calling to 
one another and mustering their forces ; while Guinessa 
endeavoured to reach her own apartment. In this attempt 
ahe encountered her father, who, having hastily armed him- 
«elf, was sallying forth with a lighted torch to gain informa- 
tion as the extent of the landing, and to make preparationa 
ibr defending the house. ^^ What! my child!" be ex- 
claimed in some surprise, ** already clad and in the haU !— 
You were ever quick in your movements when the alarum 
sounded, but why are you thus flushed and heated, and why 
do you pant as if you had been running for your life ? We 
]iave faced Picts, and Scots, and Germans before now ; ay, 
and repulsed them too, as easily as we shall these sea-robbers 
who think to take us by surprise.*' 

^* To be thus startled by the noise of midnight horns, and 
Che firing of the beacon," replied Guinessa, blushing deeply, 
and casting down her light blue eyes, *^ may well excuse 
my agitation. Ob, my dear father ! these night alarms are 
terril^. Why do you not abandon Juliacum, and reUre fur- 
ther inland, as so many of the neighbouring proprietors have 
already done ?" 

*^ Call it not Juliacum," replied Gryffhod, frowning, ** for 
that Roman appellation offends me, but by its ancient British 
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Bame of Caer-broc. Tlie village indeed has disappeared, but 
tbe yew-trees remain, and, while a bough still clings to their 
Tenerable' trunks, tbe spot on which my ancestors resided 
ought not to lose its appropriate name." 

** But it seems so natural to retain the title given by the 
Romans, to whom the villa is entirely indebted for the cele* 
brity it enjoys,'' said Guinessa, ever anxious to exalt the na- 
tion from whom her lover derived his origin. 

^' Villa ! villa ! I have forbidden you to use this foreign 
word. You speak in ignorance, child; Caer-broc waa 
illustrious in the time (^ the Druids, from one of whom I 
claim my descent ; and nothing that is British can be indebted 
lb the Romans. Enslaved by their conquest of the islandi 
and enervated by the long peace which their degrading pro^ 
tection has ensured to us, their departure leaves us at feud 
among ourselves, and at the mercy of every ravager who may 
land upon our shores. A curse upon their whole nation ! 
Would that all who first invaded us had been offered up as 
sacrifices in tbe wicker frames of the .Druids !'' 

*^ Nay, not all ; surely not all ?" exclaimed Guinessst 
who reverted mentally to Ae father of Leoline. 

** Methought I had taught you to feel like the daughter of 
a Briton," resumed Gryff hod, sternly. ^* Begone to your 
apartment and prepare bandages, for we shall not drive these 
Scottish marauders hence, as I suspect, until they have shed 
some more British blood." Glad to obey this mandate, 
Guinessa hurried off to her chamber ; and the master of the 
mansion hastened to see that it was in a proper stUte of de- 
fence, as well as to arm and collect hi^ people. In the front 
court, or farm-yard, he found every thing in confusion, the 
■wineherd having driven his numerous pigs imder the cow* 
aheds, in-order to protect them from the stones and missiles, 
which upon former attacks had wounded and killed many of 
the hogs. Indignant at this usurpation, the cowherd angrily 
urged forward bis drove, endeavouring to make them eject 
with their horns the grunting trespassers ; the shepherd, with 
his barking dogs, drove his flock under shelter wherever an 
opening presented itself; the animals were all huddled 
together ; and their keepers, after much clamorous altereai- 
tion, were just beginning to attack each other with goad, 
elaff, and cit>ok as their master appeared. « By the sacred 
eircle !" cried Gryffhod, who in his momeBta of exeiteflMBt 
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always forgot that he was a Christian, and reverted to the 
religion of the Britons, *^ I will thrust my torch down your 
noisy throats, ye wrangling variets, if ye cease not instantly 
your brawl. Leave your beasts to themselves, and keep 
yoar staves for the enemy, ye choleric loons /! Away with 
ye to the imister in the back yard ; away, I say l** 

As their master, although a kind-hearted man, was of aa 
irascible temper, and often talked himself into a passion, 
wbieh sometimes ended in blows, the others were glad to 
riink away ; bat the swineherd, a gaunt, sturdy fellow, whose 
beard bespoke an age of which obstinacy is the usual con* 
eomitant, struck his staff upon the ground, and maintained 
bis position with a look of dogged resolution. Gryffbod^ 
either not perceiving, or not caring to notice his air of defi^ 
ence, proceeded to eicamine the gates and other defences ; 
after wUch he retorned to the back court, where i^ malee 
6f his household, to the number of thirty or forty, were by 
Ibis lime assembled. Leoline, who, as the son of a Roman 
soldier, claimed an herejditaiy right to know someyiing of 
tactics, and who had gained some actual experience by his 
forwardness in repulsing previous attacks, was marshalling 
ttkB slender garrison, which, however, showed little disposi- 
tion to be drilled by a youngster, whoih they taunted witb 
being only half a Briton. '< Thanks, fisherman T' said Gryff* 
bod, who, haling the Roman-sound^g nam^ of Leoline, al- 
ways called htm by his occupation. ^ You are ever the first 
•foot when ^tte night alamm sounds ; ay, and the loremosl 
too when the horn blows for the attack. Half a Briton do 
they call you ? By the all-healing nisletoe 1 I wish thai 
■eme of these losels, who are the sona of British fatfaenv 
would remember their own descent and forget yours." 

^Losehi!'' said the awineherd, sulkily, who had by thie 
time joined the party, '^ i killed four Scots and wounded 
three, the last time they landed at Caer-broc." 

'*I did not allude to you, brave Swithold !*' repKed the 
master, ** and on this occasion I hope that' none will deserve 
the reproachful term I ueed<^ Are ye all Blustered f ** 

^ I have reckoned them, and none are missing,** answered 
Leoline. 

** Come then with me, you and Swithold, and I will give 
oolarmsfbreach man,^* said Gryffhod ; for the wary Britoo, 
koDwinif the propensity of bis people to ststfe end insidiep* 
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difiatioiiy only trusted them with weapons when there was an 
enemy against' whom to turn them. ^^ And hark ye, feUowi 
all!" he contmued, '^ as 1 know it is uciwholesoBie to fight 
on an empty stomach, I shall desire the wenches, whom I 
already hear clamouring in the kitchen, to provide ye a solid 
breakfast of bacon and salt fish, with ale for all, and mead 
for such as clioose it." This pleasant promise was receiTed 
with general applause, especially by Swithold, who, being 
equally prone to pugnacity^ and bibaciif , expressed a wish 
that the Scots and Picts would land oftener^ if he eotild be 
sure that they would not wound or carry off any of his swine* 
Ader the distribution of the arms, GryfTbod, summoning 
Leoline and S-^ithokl to accompany him, proceeded, for the 
purpose of making observations, to the platform on the 
roof, whither Guinessa and two female servants, prompted 
by the natural curiosity of the ses, had already betaken them* 
selves* The latter were dismissed, with a sharp reprimand^ 
to assist in getting ready the In-eakfast ; but their young mis^- 
tress, who stated that she had prepared more bandages than 
she hope<] would be wanted, was allowed to remain. 

** The rascals cannot be numerous, for there is but one 
vessel," said Gryffhod, fixing bis eyes upon the moon-lighted 

>< Only one peiliaps in sight, but I saw two when they 
first heaved round the >crags," said the tlioughtless Leoline. 

^ When they first heaved round the crags t What \ did 
jou see them before the warden of the creek gave the alarm ? 
If I thought so, I would send an arrow through the sluggard^ 
body when next we meet." 

^ Oh no, no, no ! he means not that," exclaimed Guinessa, 
who saw the mistake her lover had committed. <^ He in- 
tended to explain— 'that is to say, he meant to assert ■ " 

*^Ay, you may well hesitate, daughter, for how sliould 
you know what he was about to utter ? Be silent, pr'ytheet 
and let the fisherman speak on." 

Though Leolin* did not repair his error very adroitly, he 
excited no suspicion in the mind of his master, who had by 
this time detected the other vessel in the shade of the cliff, 
and had also discovered the irrvaders, whom he estimated at 
about two \\\xnAxiii\^ marching in a di^onlerly manner towards 
an intrenched height, at a little distance, within whose en- 
closure the neighbouring peasants, having retreated with their 
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luDiljr and catde, were busily employed in securing the 
entrance. The moonliglU now began to fail, but by Uie still 
blazing beacon every thing without the intrenched mound 
could be distinctly seen. As soon as the enemy, who were 
clearly recognised to be Picts, reached the spot, they ran re- 
peatedly round it with loud yells and furious gestures, as if 
seeking the best point (or storming it ; while they occasion* 
ally threw arrows and javelins over the stakes with which the 
circular summit was bristled. In a short time they collected 
opposite the gates, in the apparent intention of forcing 
them, Jor which^ however, it could not be discovered that 
they possessed any means beyond their weapons and their 
bodily strength. As the light faded away, their painted 
bodies and flashing arms were occasionally revealed, seme- 
times in a mass that appeared to be stationary, and again ia 
detached companies, moving rapidly about : from which 
seeming irresolution Gryfftiod expressed a belief that they 
would return to their ships, and seek some other part.of the 
coast, where they might better succeed in surprising the 
inhabitants. 

In this uncertainty the moon w^nt down, the beacon be- 
came utterly extinct, and a pitchy darkness veiled every ob- 
ject from sight, although shouts and yells, mingled with the 
lowing of cattle, were occasionally wailed from the embat- 
tled height, which, added to the anxiety and suspense of the 
inmates of Caer-broc, who remained under arms during the 
remainder of the night, impatiently 4iwaiting the rising of 
the sun. 

*^ Why, master, should we lose this precious darkness !'* 
asked Leoline. ^ There is time before daylight to steal un- 
perceived upon these painted wolves, and slay a few score of 
them ere they could collect their scattered band or be aware 
of our approach. The Romans would have served them 
thus, and we could not follow the example of better 
teachers."' 

*^ Ay, if we wanted to run away from the island," replied 
the Briton, not sorry to indulge in a*sneer at the Romansr 
and to rebuke at the same time the birthpnde of Leoline. 
** N04 if tliese robbers will take themselves off without any 
booty, it were wise, metbinks, to let them do so in quiet ; 
for to weigh British blood against that of the Picts ia to 
put amber in one scale, «id seaweed in the other." 
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V ^' Well and wisely spoken, dear father/' cried Gatneflsa* 
eagerly ; '^ you will not^ I hope, expose yourself or any of 
your brave men to needless peril, and above all, you will re* 
press, I trust, the dangerous impetuosity o f ■' " Leoline^ 
she was about to say, but not wishing that her lover should 
be associated with a name to which her father objected, while 
she deemed the term of ^^ fisherman'' too undignified for tho 
object of her secret affections, she called him *' the harper/* 
&n office which was held in high respect among the Britons. 

'^ Impetuosity of this sort is not a common fault," observed 
the father, ^<for such is the terror inspired by these ferocious 
and merciless savages, that the degenerate Briton^ rather 
require the spur than the curb when they are summoned to 
face them/' 

** You cannot i^peak this truly of yourself^ nor shall yott 
of me," muttered the sturdy swineherd, who knew bis own 
value as a combatant, and in moments of danger was apt to 
forget the respect due to his master, and to assume a footing 
of equality. 

Gryff hod, aware that there was no more certain method of 
propitiating a sulky inferior than by asking his advice^ inquired 
whether be agreed with bim in tiie propriety of keeping 
within their walls, and refraining from any present attack 
upon the invaders. 

*< An old^log will not show his teeth when he cannot bite/* 
was the reply. ^^ 1 leave that to young curs as yonder mon- 
grel fisherman.' ' Leoline had fortunately retired to the end 
of the platform ; but Guinessa, who coloured with resent* 
ment at hearing him thus discourteously mentioned, had 
some difficulty in preserving silence. ^* These rascally 
Picts have no tools for forcing theintrenohment/' continued 
Swithold, *^ still less for attacking us here ; the firir»g of tho 
beacon will have roused the whole country ; and if Vortigem, 
who is said to be no further off than Canterbury, do not 
send us some soldiers to drive the invaders back to their 
ships, he deserves not to be called our king, ^nd it will at ail 
events be then time enough to see whether with our five-and* 
thirty men atid boys, we can find opportunity for cutting the 
throats or cracking the sculls of some of these sea savages.'* 

«< Speaks he not like a prudent man and a brave f" said 
Gryffhod, addressing himself to Guinessa. 

*< He gives good advice, and such as your own jo^^enl 
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wiU donbflew prompt you to follow/* replied the daoghter ; 
^ but be mtgbt be of more civil and respectful tongae.*' 

** Tusb I child, do not anger him*'* whispered tl«e father ; 
^' he may be a awioeherd in speech* but he is our best sokiier 
io a fray with the marauders. Come, the day begins to 
dawn ; shall we retmrn to our meQ«and see whether the break- 
fast be yet i^ioked ?" 

^* Look you, master/* growled the swineherd, *^ though I 
am not the first to begin an attack, unless with fair prospecl 
of advantage, I am generally the last to leave it, let the fray 
go how it will/' 

<*True« good Swithold, true! and I trust you will prove 
your words io the assault we are about to make upon the 
bacon rashers and the cans of ale.** 

In the onset upon the viands^ as well as upon the &le and 
mead, none exhibited any lack of courage or perseverance^ 
and the meal was despatched with cheerfulness, in spite of 
the misgiviitg excited in the mind of some by occasional 
shouts sounding from the intrenched height in the vieimty. 
To dispel all apprehensions, Gryflfhod confidently pronounced 
them to be the joyful cries of the peasants, indicating in ali 
probability the discomfiture and retreat of the enemy: in 
confirmation of which averment, he bade his auditors observe 
that the sounds bore no resemblance to the sharp, savage, 
dissonant yell of the Picts. By the time the rneal was ended, 
the sun had rUenf when Gryffhod again lietook himself to 
the platform on tlie roof, whence he could perceive that no 
breach had been hitherto effected in tlie ifitrenchment, and 
that the main body of ilie Picts had taken shelter in a chalky 
hollow, as if they had suffered a repulse, while a detachment 
was carrying off to the ships several of their men, evidently 
wounded by the spears and arrows of the peasants. He 
was hastening down to communicate these cheerful tidings, 
wiien, upon looking in the direction of the creek, his eye 
fell upon the raft covered with the wretched Britons whom 
the Picts had captured in some previous descent, and ima- 
gining that ttie spectacle of their cruel treatment, and of the 
miserable slavery to wliich they were destined, if taken pris- 
oners, would stimulate his men to fi^jfht to the last extremity, 
he summoned them all up to the platform. At the moment 
of their arrival, the Pictiiih sailors wctre tossincf some A>od 
to the chained captives, who had passed the night upon the 
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wet raft without shelter» and whose desperation probaUy 
urged them to insult, or perhaps to strike some of the erew» 
for the latter were suddenly seen to spring upon their do- 
fenceless victims, several of whom tfae;^ mercilessly struck 
down with their swords, and, cutting asunder the fetter bf 
which their legs were secured to the raft, tossed tliem into 
the sea like so many dead dogs. Exasperated at the sight 
of this inhuman massacre, the little garrison of Caer-broc , 
could hardly be restrained from sallying forth to avenge the* 
slaughter of their countrymen ; but Gryffhod, drawing their 
attention to a stroqg body of the enemy which waft proceed- 
ing to their ships with their wounded men, convinced them 
that no attack could be safely hazarded at present, though he 
promised that they should be led against the invaders when* 
ever there was the smallest prospect of a successful result. 
It seemed, however, as if the Picts were aware that the 
small garrison of Caer-broc were constantly watching for 
this opportunity ; for though they passed repeatedly from the 
ships to the intrenched height, conveying, as it was conjec- 
tured, implements for its attack, they always moved in strong 
parties, and with more caution than was usually observed by 
those savage warriors. 

Towards the evening, sixty or seventy of the enemy, de- 
tached from the main'body, took an inland direction, as if to 
reconnoitre the country, or to extend the sphere of their 
ravage. ^ Gryffhod and Guinessa watched their progress from 
the top of the house until they disappeared among the trees 
that crowned a little eminence, at which moment a loud 
shout was heard in that direction, and immediately after- 
ward two horsemen dashed at full speed out of the hollow 
road which skirted the foot of the hill and led to Caer-broc. 
The foremost steed, a large and noble animal, maddened by 
the pain of an arrow sticking in its flank, plunged with such 
ungovernable wildness as to threaten every moment to dis- 
mount its rider ; the second horseman, who seemed to have 
escaped unhurt, struck across the country, and was presently 
lost in a woody hollow. ^^ It is he, it is he !'' cried Guinessa, 
as with one band she grasped her father^s arm, and. pointed 
with the other to the first figure that bad galloped from behind 
the hill. ^' It is no other than Osoar. I know him by his 
crimson cap and white feather. '^ 

^« You may better certify him by his black horse,'' said 

Vol. II.— I 
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OiTffhod, *^ for there is not st^ch another in Britain. He n 
making for Caer-broc, and doubtless bttngs us intelligence 
from Vortigern of speedy succour. Heaven grant that his 
steed may bear him so far as the gates, for he seems sorely 
wounded !'* 

**Ohthe treacherous animal !" exclaimed the daughter, 
clapping her hands together. <^ See \ he stumbles, ho has 
thrown his rider heavily to th^ ground, and now, afler stag- 
gering a few paces further, he falls, and in vain endeavours 
to lift himself up from the earth. Unlucky Oscar ! I fear 
be is much hurt.'* ^ 

*^ Stunned, I dare say, my child, but he might as well have 
been killed outright, for he has little^ quarter to expect from 
the savages who are now about to spring upon their victim.** 
As he spoke, anotherloud yell was heard : the Picts emerged 
from the trees, and running tumultuously down the slope, 
surrounded the prostrate horseman. Ahhough Guinessa 
not only disliked O^car as a dissolute and somewhat effemi* 
nate young man, but more especially as he threatened to be- 
come a rival to Leoline, and to secure the preference of her 
father, her heart thrilled with horror at the prospect of hi» 
' being thus cruelly butchered, and she involuntarily uttered 
a shuddering groan, as she hid her eyes with her hands. 
*^ You need not be thus agitated,** said Gryff hod, who attrib* 
uted her deep emotion to a tenderer feeling than compas* 
sion, ^* for Oscar is neither materially injured by his fall, nor 
does it appear to be the present purpose of these bandits to 
slay him. Behold ! they have taken him up, and some of 
them are bearing him oflf upon their shoulders towards the 
sea. By the richness of his attire, they may probably ex- 
pect him to be nvorth a heavy ransom, or perchance they 
like not to lose so young and stout a slave.'* 

At these words Guinessa ventured to look up, and watched 
with a deep interest the hostile party as they marched to the 
creek, and placed Oscar, who by this time was sufficiently 
recovered to walk, on board the nearest vessel, after which 
they returned in the same direction, proceeded upon their 
expedition, and were seen no more. In the dusk of the 
evening, Leoline, who had no opportunity of conversing with 
Guinessa, suggested to Gryffhod that, as the Picts, collect- 
ing nearly the whole of their force at the intrenched height, 
retained only a weak guard at the ships, it might be easy to 



^ 



Tns axos of caeb-bbqo. 196 

attack the one which was moored close to the shore* and 
after overpowering the ere w, to liberate the British prisoners. 
Aa GryiThod felt that the deliverance of Oscar would ingra* 
tiate him more tlian any thing else with Vortigern, and thus 
forward his patriotic views for a general reconciliation of 
the chieftains, he willingly assented to the proposed enter- 
prise* in which he saw nothing of diiSicult or dangerous 
achievement. It had been bis first intention to head this 
sortie himself, but not choosing to intrust the defence of 
Caer-broc, which might possibly be attacked in the night, to 
' any other vigilance than his own, he resolved on remaining 
within the walls, and offered the conduct and command of 
the attack to Leoline, by whom it was eagerly accepted. 
Swithold, who it was well known would refuse to serve under 
the mongrel, as he contemptuously termed the fisherman, was 
told that his experience and undoubted courage rendered him 
too valuable to besparedfroni the house; and as he could never 
resist a compliment upon these points, he willingly acquiesced 
In the proposed arrangement. Nineteen ol Uie others, eager 
to avenge their countrymen, whom they had seen mur- 
dered upon the raft, volunteered to accompany Leoline ; and 
Gryffhod took care to have them well supplied with boards, 
ropes, arms, and whatever else might be requisite, strictly 
catitioning them to return if the enemy appeared too strong 
to be successfully attacked, or were found to be moored too 
lar from the shore. 

All this could not occur without the cognizance of Guin>- 
essa, who no sooner learned the object of the enterprise^ 
than she penetrated her father's motive for sanctioning it, 
and apprizing Leoline that Oscar was among the prisoners, 
a faet of which he was previously ignorant, urged the folly 
of his exposing his own life in order to liberate a rival, who 
might effectually and for ever mar all their prospects of hap- 
piness. As the love of females is more intense than that of 
the othe^ sex, so is it sometimes more selfish in its nature ; 
and Giiinessa, we fear, would have been almost content that 
Oscar should take his chance as a captive, if thus she could 
be assured that there would be no impediment to her union 
with Leoline. Though vexed at her intelligence, and not 
more disposed than herself to facilitate the views of a rival, 
who was now so completely removed from their path, Leo* 
lioa declared at once that he could not withdraw the constnl 

IS 
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ke b«d given. He was the son of a Roman addier, and aa 
aoch had a character to maintein. Gryffbod would be natu- 
rally offended afaooJd he decline the honour, which he had 
ao lately accepted with eagerness ; cowardiee, or some 
equally unworthy motive, would b^ imputed to him ; and he 
^ould thus, perhaps, be raising up more insuperable objec- 
tions to their marriage, than any that might be occasioned 
by the deliverance of Oscar. Though unconvinced by these 
arguments, Guinessa was unable to rebut them, or to turn 
her lover from his purpose. A Her afiectionately cautioning 
him therefore against any superfluous and rash exposure of 
himself or his men, she withdrew to the platform to await 
the rising of the moon, in the hope of obtaining an occasional 
glimpse of their proceedings ; while Leoline, anxious not to 
lose the advantage of the darkness, marshalled his followers, 
passed out of the gates, and advanced in profound silence 
towards the creek. 



CHAPTER III. 

\ Altrouoh Guinessa could not help lingering on the plat- 
form in the expectation of catching a glimpse of her lover 
when the moon should appear, she prayed at the same time 
that its beams might remain obscured, well knowing that 
concealment was necessary to the success of his enterprise. 
There was something at once consolatory and disappointing 
in the dense darkness which, while it assured her that the 
assailing party would gain the creek without discovery, pre- 
vented her obtaining any ocular evidence of that fact ; and 
her heart throbbed violently, as in the endeavour to procure 
by her ears what was denied to her eyes, she hung over the 
wooden bulwark, listening to every sound. None reached 
her but the rushing noise of the wind, and the dull rumble 
of the distant waves, as they broke heavily upon the shore. 
Leoline in ttte mean while, favoured by the night, advanced 
with his party, whom he found some difficulty in compelling 
to observe ailence, until they reached the Druidicai circle^ 
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whieh their nearest route required them to cross. At tine 
point some of them paused, observing in a reverent whisper 
that it was of evil and ominous augury to pass among the 
eacred stones except when the moon shone ; and their leader^ 
whose thoughts had been reverting to the scene of his recent 
betrothal with Guinessa, imraediatiely indulged their super- 
stitious scruples, by leading them round the loot of the emi* 
nence^ whence they marched unperceived to the broken 
ground that shelved rapidly down to the sea. J^fi this was 
the moment of greatest danger, Leolineyagain enjoining strict 
nlence, and desiring his party to await his return, stole to 
the mouth of the creek, and committing himself to the water^ 
with which element he was almost as familiar as if he had 
been bom in it, swam noiselessly towards the nearest vessel. 
To his great delight he perceived that the raft chained to 
ber stern had Seated sufficiently near the shore to be reached 
by the long boards with which his party had provided them* 
selves, ^ese being brought down under his direction, he 
again swam off, laid their extremity, to which grappling* 
hooks had been previously affixed, upon the raft, and rejoin^ • 
mg his men, bade them follow him as closely as they could^ 
along the narrow floating-bridge, ordering them to collect 
themselves upon the raft, and then simultaneously board the 
ship, but still without shouts or clamour, lest they should 
bring .the enemy down upon them from the intrenched, 
beight. 

The noise of the winds and wave^ enabled the foremost 
to reach the raft unheard, but here they were suddenly as- 
sailed by dismal outcries from one of the British prtsonerst 
who, imagining they were Picts come to murder him, called 
piteoudly tor mercy, and in the same breath promised large 
ransom if his life were spared. This was no other than the 
recreant Oscar, who, being not less timid and abject in mis* 
fortune than boastful and arrogant in prosperity, had thus 
onintentionally betrayed his real character to hiacouotrymen* 
He was at length pacified by a few words from Leoliae, 
disclosing his real object, but the alarm had been nowgtven, 
and the Picts, who slept upon their arms, and were ever as 
ready to repel as to commit aggression, were instantly upoB 
deck, presenting a bristling front to the boarders. While 
Leoline pulled the raft alongside by means of the chain, be 
deskped his men to cut the fetters of the British prisonecsii 
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and then giving the preconcerted signal, the whole part j 
made a simultaneous rush at the vessel. It was too impet* 
uous to be withstood ; the Picts, overborne at the first 
onset, still fought, however, upon the deck, with the despera* 
tion of men who knew that they had no quarter to expect; 
but Leoline, calling upoii bis followers to avenge the slaugh- 
ter of their countrymen, allowed not a moment's respite to 
the enemy, all of whom were slain, after a short but fierce 
conflict, eiScept three or four who leaped overboard, and 
swam towards the other vessel. 

As they had now accomplished the whole aim of their 
enterprise, and with a comparatively trifling loss, only one 
man being killed and four slightly wounded, it would have 
been wise to make an immediate retreat ; but their leader 
had seen an object which he was much more anxious to 
carry ofi'than Oscar. This was his fishing-boat, of which 
the pirates had taken possession and hoisted it upon deck. 
It had carried him through storm and sunshine, by day and 
by niglit, in peril and in pleasure, over the waters that foamed 
around the wliole neighbouring coast ; he had become at- 
tached to it on account of the vicissitudes through which it 
had safely borne him ; and it was his first care, therefore^ 
to lower it into the water, hoping that his men would con- 
vey it upon their shoulders to some place of concealment 
.They were more disposed, however, to ransack the hold in 
search of plunder, than to assist him in this object, and it 
was not until he heard the other vessel warping into the 
creek, and began to reflect upon the possibility of his retreat 
bein<g cut off by a detachment from the main body of the 
Picts upon the height, that he felt the necessity of hastening 
back toCaer-broc. Collecting his men, not without diffi- 
culty, he prevailed upon them to haul his boat behind some 
crags, when the party began their retreat, which was neces- 
sarily slow, because they had to carry some of their own 
wounded, besides two of the liberated captives, who were 
too much cramped by confinement and ill usage to be able 
to walk. During their progress, Leoline could not forbear 
from taunting Oscar with his womanish outcries when'he 
had stepped over him upon the raft. The young prince 
would fain have imputed his own pusillanimous clamour to 
some other of the captives ; but his companion silenced 
him for the remainder of the march, by declaring that bi& 
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knew bis voice too well to be mistaken, adding (hat his 
fellow-prisoners were all too poor and humble to talk of 
ransom. 

Day had not yet dawned when they reached in safety the 
gates of Gaer-brocy which 'i^ere already thrown open to 
receive them ; and the collected inmates, perceiving by ther 
presence of Oscar and bis liberated companions the full suc- 
cess of the expedition, were loud and unanimous in their . 
congratulations. Guinessa, upon learning, in answer to her 
eager inquiries, that Leoline was unhurt, testified an unbound- 
ed joy, which might have betrayed the real state of her affec- 
tions, had not Gryffhod attributed it to her delight at the 
rescue of Oscar, who, now finding himself safe witbiri the 
stone walls, began already to resume a portion of his cus- 
tomary arrogance. As the master of Caer-broc, like« the 
generality of his countrymen, knew no better method of cele- 
brating a victory than by a feast, he gavp orders for the best 
Ihat his farm would afford, the superintendence of which he 
intrusted to Guinessa, and retired in the mean while with 
Oscar to talk over his recent misadventure. The intelli- 
gence he receive<l from iiis young guest was both pleasing 
and painful. Of the former nature was. the explicit declara- 
tion of his attachment for Guinessa, coupled with the assur- 
ance ihat it was sanctioned by his uncle. King Vortigern, 
whom he had thought it right to consult before he formally 
disclosed his wishes at Caer-broc. His less acceptable 
tidings were the aditiission that no assistance towards repell- 
ing the invaders was to be expected from his uncle, who was 
mustering all his forces for an expected contest with some 
of the insurgent chieftains ; and who had desired him to in- 
vite Gryffhod to join him at Canterbury with all his armed 
tenants, so soon as the Picts should have returned to their 
ships, an event which was not likely to be protracted beyond 
three or four days. 

This communication proved less palatable than his auditor 
chose to acknowledge ; but trusting that the royal prediction 
as to the speedy "withdrawal of the enemy might be justified 
by the event, he assumed a cheerful countenance, and pro- 
ceeded to do the honours of the repast, of which the garri- 
son and the liberated prisoners were made partakers. Their 
recent success had inspired the whole party with confidence ; 
and in the belief that the loss of the ship's crew would inev* 
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itably induce the Picts to hasten from the neighbourh6od, 
they drank confusion to them in brimming horns of mead, 
heaping upon their heads at the same time every contempt- 
uous and sarcastic term that the British vocabulary could 
supply. Even Swithold, whose moroseness and courage 
usually indisposed him to be garrulous or boastful, was suf- 
ficiently under the influence of deep potations to repeat the 
aame verse of a British war-song three times over, and tp 
threaten extermination to the invaders if they did not quickly 
decamp. Oscar, too, as if to drown the mortification and 
shame of his late exposure before Leoline, swallowed such 
liberal draughts that he soon became as pot-valiant as the 
swineherd, and indulged in still more swaggering gasconades. 
A laud yell, followed by shouts and piercing screams 
from the intrenched height, gave a sudden shock to their 
noisy merriment ; all were instantly silent, and several of the 
revellers gazed at one another with a stare of blank dismay, 
and an involuntary dropping of the lower jaw. As the sun was 
BOW rising, Gryffhod, followed by Leoline, Guinessa, Oscar, 
Swithold, and others, hurried to the platform, whence they 
beheld a sight Ihat thrilled them with mingled oommiseration, 
rage, and horror. The Picts, who were besieging the peas* 
ants and their cattle in their rude fortification, having passed 
a chain along the top of the external gates, had succeeded in 
pulling them down, so as to form a bridge across the trench, 
over which they rushed, and presently mastering the interior 
defence, which was only a palisaded mound of earth, com- 
menced an indiscriminate massacre of the wretched people 
within. The shouts of tlie savage victors, the cries and screams 
of the sufferers, and the bellowing of the terrified or wounded 
cattle, all which were distinctly heard and seen from ti^e 
platform, were well calculated to appal the stoutest bosom ; 
and it is no wonder therefore that they made the heart of 
Oscar quail within him. Fortunately for the peasants, the 
frightened oxen and cows, pressing together upon one point, 
broke down the encircling palisades, by which opening many 
of their owners made their escape, and, flylhg to the woods, 
dispersed themselves in all directions over the country. *^ It 
is strange," observed Oscar, ^* that none of the fugitives 
betake themselves for safety to Caer-broc.'* 

** It would be still more strange if they did,'* inuttered 
Swithold ; •^ they have had enough of sieges for the present'^ 



TKB SXSGS OP CAEB-BSOC tOl 

^ What ! think you then that these savages wiO dare to 
attack Caer-broc V* asked Oscar. 

** Ay, and to take it too, if we have any chicken-hearted 
cravens among us," growled the swineherd, who had gath* 
ared some inkling of the questioner's pusillanimity. 

Instantly sobered by bis alarm^ Oscar, who had previouriy 
declared his intention of remaining several days in his pres* 
ent quarters, /or the purpose of paying his court to Gui- 
nessa, now pretended to recollect some important business 
with Vortigern, which imperatively required his immediate 
return to Canterbury. As he promised to exert himself in^ 
procuring troops to be sent for the relief of Caer-broc, 
Grjffhod was not sorry to dismiss him from his gate while 
the country was yet open for his escape ; and it is needless 
to add that his departure was viewed with delight by Leo- 
line and Guihessa. 

Not knowing how soon he might return to make a formal 
demand of her hand, the latter thought the present moment, 
when Leoline was in high favour, the fittest for declaring her 
eolemn betrothal to him. Arraying herself accordingly in her 
most becoming attire, with a Wreath of misletoe intertwined 
in her long hair, ishe presented herself before Gryffhod, and, 
bending upon one knee, said that she came to implore his 
forgiveness for a fault that she had committed. ^* I could 
almost promise you a pardon beforehand,** replied the father, 
gaziqg at her with an affectionate admiration, for her blushes 
and agitation enhanced her beauty, — << especially when my 
petitioner wears the sacred fillet around her brows." ^ 

*Mt was gathered on the sixth day of the moon, my 
father, and cut with the golden sickle which you so carefully 
preserve, as having been employed in that office by your 
ancestor the Druid." • 

** Circumstances which impart to your garland an almost 
sacred character," said GryfThod, reverently. 

*^ Alas, my father t I have recently been a participator in 
a still more solemn but clandestine ceremony ; and it is for 
this offence that I humbly beseech your forgiveness." With 
confused looks and a palpitating bosom, she then related the 
progress of her affection for Leoline, whom she absolved 
frotn all blame in the transaction ; stating the accident by 
which their mutual attachment had been discovered, and the 
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recent betrothaly whereby they had become ind'usoluUy 
pledged to one another. During her narrative, the lowering 
and 8tern looks of Gryffhod attested his deep displeasure ; 
tojHr'hich he gave vent, when she ceased speaking, with the 
choleric impetuosity that marked his character. His first 
ebullition of passion being invariably succeeded by a sort of 
repentant calmness, he then expressed his regret in a moro 
temperate mood, communicating to his daughter the recent 
declaration of Oscar, and adding, that he had given a formal 
consent to his suit, not only because he thought she would bo 
delighted to form so splendid an alliance, but that many con- 
siderations, both of a public and private nature, rendered it 
peculiarly desirable at the presenjt juncture. 

Guinessa was pleading her ignorance of these facts, and 
urging the inviolable character of her engagement with Leo- 
line, when the latter burst unceremoniously into the apart- 
ment to apprize GryfThod that the collected Picts wero 
marching upon Caer-broc. *' You have a quick eye, fish- 
/erman, as well as a ready hand," cried Gryffhod, who, in- 
stantly forgetting every thing else in the danger that threat- 
ened his mansion, hurried ofif to the platform, whither ho 
was followed by his daughter and her lover. Elated by the 
capture of the intrenchment, the invaders became perfectly 
infuriated when they discovered that, at the moment of their 
success, one of their ships had been attacked by the inmates 
of Caer-broc, its crew destVoyed, and the prisoners carried 
off. Thirsting for revenge, they sv/ore instantly to belea- 
guer the house, and to exercise a bloody retaliation upon 
every soul within it ; and it was the object of their present 
advance to reconnoitre the place, in order to see how thej 
might best execute their fell purpose. With furious yells 
and menacing gestures, they ran repeatedly round the house* 
as if to seek some point of attack, drawing their swords 
across their throats, to intimate to the garrison the fate for 
which they were reserved. Around their loins was a leath- 
ern apron, supported by a broad iron hoop, whence hung on 
one side a short heavy sword, and on the other the skene, or 
dagger ; the rest of their arms and armour, for they wore 
neither helmet nor corslet, being a narrow shield and a short 
spear, with an iron rattle at the handle, which they shook 
vTioIently at the moment of attack, in order to excite them- 
selves 'and to terrify the enemy. Their necks and arms 
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were encircled with rings of iron ; and their naked limbs 
and bodies, painted of different colours, but mostly of a blue 
tint, were scarred or tattooed all over with the figures of 
frightful beasts, serpents, ravenous birds, and other revolting 
objects, which, in conjunction with their long ragged locl^ 
and ferocious features, gave them an appearance at once 
terrific and disgusting. A few of the better sort, who 
aeemed to act as officers, were distinguished by a coarse 
dark cassock, fastened at the throat with a thorii ; but ia 
every other respect they were evidently as fierce and un- 
civilized as their comrades. 

^^ Savages indeed !'* said Gryff hod, echoing his daughter's 
ejaculation, who shuddered while she gazed at them ; *' and 
not less ofiensive to the smell than hideous to the eye ; but, 
ibitunately, their very barbarism renders tliem less formida- 
ble, since it implies an ignorance of the arts of war." 

^' And yet, father, they not only insult our coast, even 
thus far south, but have penetrated in large masses to the 
very heart of the Country." 

^^ Ay, . because the Britons have become white-lfvered 
losels, and gave up to them the great wall, which they might 
have defended for ever." 

" To be sure they might, for was it not built by the Ro- 
mans ?" asked Leoline, as he drew himself up in the recol- 
lection of his descent. " The walls that now surround us 
were constructed by the same illustrious people, but 1 trust 
we shall better defend them ; and it were well, methinks, to 
muster our garrison forthwith, and to place our cattle under 
cover, for I see the enemy, sheltering themselves beneath 
the yew-trees, are about to treat us with a volley of darts or 
stones." 

** Do so, fisherman, and I will follow you anon," said 
GryfThod, who had scarcely spoken when the Pictish mis- 
siles rattled against the house, or fell within the courtyard, 
maiming some of the animals, but without any farther in- 
jury. " Caer-broc has been beleaguered before now," said 
its master with a grim smile ; ^^ and its solid walls are 
neither to be battered down with darts, nor are its inmates 
to be knocked on the head with stones. Our arrows shall 
teach these savages to keep a more respectful distance." 
The garrison, being accordingly collected on the platform, 
and at the difierent loopholes that commanded the yew* 
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mesy discharged repeated flights of arrows, which wound- 
iog sef eral of the eaemj in spite of their tall shields and th# 
protection of the trees, obliged them to betake themselves 
to a hollow, in the direction of the sea, where they were 
screened from sight. Triumphant shouts attested the ex- 
ultation of the besieged at this partial success ; but Giyff- 
hod reminded them that the Picts always made their most 
serious attacks at night ; and the surly Swithold expressed 
a hope that his comrades would have as much breath to 
spare, and wear as bold looks, when they engaged the enemy 
hand to hand, which he said was the only fighting that was 
really pleasant and comfortable. 

No farther hostile demonstration having been made da- 
ring the day, Gry ff hod set a strong watch for the night upoB 
the platform, and ordered sentinels to march to and fro upon 
the other walls, which were skirted by a low parapet, di- 
recting them to give an immediate alarm if the Picts made 
Any hostile demonstration. In the middle of the night the 
garrison were aroused by loud cries and groans^ and the 
sound of heavy falls on the outside, when tlryfThod and 
Leoltne, who slept upon their arms, rushed together to the 
platform, and found that four of the sentinels had been 
dragged over the walls, by means of books fastened to 
ropes, which the besiegers bad contrived to throw so silmitly 
and so unerringly, that their victims were entangled and 
pulled over before they were aware of their danger. Gryff- 
hod^s wrath at this disaster found vent in one of his usual 
ebullitions, which was not less violently abusive of the enemy 
than his own men, whom he had previously cautioned against 
being thus surprised, reminding them that it was a favourite 
device of the Picts, and one by which they had mainly ob- 
tained possession of the great Roman wall. After a little 
while his rage subsided into compassion for the fate of the 
sufferers, who \vere brave and stout combatants, and whoso 
loss threw a sudden damp over the spirits of their comrades. 

Morning presented nothing to reassure them> for it was 
found that the besiegers daring the night had made a sort of 
intrenchment in the yew-trees, by surrounding them with 
boards, to the outside of which, as if to terfify the garrison 
by the menace of a similar fate, they had nailed the muti- 
lated corpses of the four sentinels. This harrowing specta- 
cle, while it inflamed the> resentful courage of the brave, 
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had a disheartening effect upon others, especially when they 
reflected how little they could afford to lose four efficient 
men from their slender number. In point of fact the gar- 
rison had received little or no accesmon of strength by the 
rescued prisoners whom they had brought from the raft, the 
majority being too much enfeebled by maltreatment to share 
the duty of the defence ; but Gryffhod did his best to en- 
courage the timid and desponding by promises of speedy 
succour from Vortigem or some of the neighbouring chief- 
tains, should the enemy be rash enough to protract their de- 
parture ; while he afleeted to ridicule the idea of their taking 
Caer-broc» however long they mi^ht sit down before it 
Leoline, too, endeavoured to inspire his comrades with his 
own confidence, while the sturdy swineherd expressed his 
wish that the painted rascals would attempt an assault, in 
order that he might come to close quarters with them and 
beat them back, in which event he knew that he would he 
allowed another carousal, and as many horns of ale or mead 
as be could swill. 

On this second day of the investment, the Picts confined 
themselves mostly to their barricade among the trees, whence 
they occasionally threw missiles, but with little effect ; 
though several of their number were wounded by arrows 
from the house, whenever they es^osed themselves. In the 
evening, they detached a great portion of their body to the 
creek, whence was drawn the glad inference that they were 
preparing for their departure. Leoline, however, who 
thought otherwise, proposed that the whole garrison should 
make a vigorous sortie for the purpose of destroying their 
wooden intrenchment, and of cutting down the trees wMch 
enabled them to effect a lodgment so near the house ; but 
Gryffhod, indignantly rejecting any proposition for doing 
scathe to the venerable yews under which his ancestors had 
reposed, expressed his belief that the besiegers were really 
about to retire. No sentries patrolled the walls that night, 
lest they should share the fate of their predecessors, and 
although the guard on the platforip heard the enemy busily 
employed durina the continuance of the darkness, they 
knew not the nature of their operations, and could not, of 
course, make any attempt to frustrate them. 

When morning dawned it was found that they had brought 
iqi the raft from the creek, and placed it like a penthouse 
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ajrainst the principal entrance, securing the sides so as to 
afford covering for a strong party, who, upon ascertaining 
that the gates were indestructible by fire, on account of tho 
plates of iron that encased them, were busy at work at- 
tempting to undermine them, in which, from the quantity of 
earth thrown into the trench, it was obvious they had already 
made good progress. Resolute as was the character of 
Gryffhod, he neither liked this proof that the besiegers wero 
determined to persevere, nor the probability that they might 
do so with eventual success, unless he should receive some 
early suecour, of which he entertained Jitlle or no hope, 
whatever declarations to the contrary he might make to his 
followers* Should the gates be undermined, or pulled over 
with chains like those within which the unfortunate peasants 
bad taken refuge, he knew that his^ interior defences would 
present but a feeble barrier, and he felt, therefore, the neces- 
sity of immediately preventing the farther progress of the 
besiegers. For this purpose the most ponderous coping- 
stones of the wall were cast over upon the raft, which, how- 
ever, was so securely under-propped, that they rolled from 
its shelving surface with no other effect than the noise of 
the concussion, and the savage cheer that immediately en-- 
sued from the mining party beneath. A heavy ox being now 
goaded up the stairs that conducted to the walls, was led 
along them with some difficulty, and forced over so as to 
fall upon the rafl; but this barbarous expedient proving 
equally ineffectual, it was resolved to try the effect of fire* 
Though burning fagots were thrown dowji in abundance, 
they did not attain their object, some rolling harmlessly of!^ 
and none being successful in igniting the raff, which was 
composed of spars cjiained together, and saturated with 
, salt water. Thus passed the remainder of the day, in the 
evening of which the enemy were again seen to detach a 
strong body to the creek, for the purpose, as it was conjec- 
tured, of bringing up from the ships fresh materials for the 
assault. 

Under these circumstances, Gryffhod assented to the ear- 
nest advice of Leoline, that at night the collected garrison 
should suddenly open the gates, attack the mining-party 
sword in hand, and either bring the raf\ within the walls to 
strengthen their second defence, or, if tliat were found im- 
practicable» set firo to it from beneath. This determinatioa 
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being made known, the men were desired to bold themselves 
in readiness ; fagots and other combustibles were prepared, 
and all anxiously awaited the approach of night, and ihe re- 
sult of an enterprise on which would probably depend the 
raising or the continuance of the siege. About an hour 
after the darkness had set in, GryBThod mustered his garri- 
son, when seven men were found to be missing, who, it was 
then first discovered, had let^hemselves down from the back 
wall by means of a rope, and had made their escape. The 
rage of their master at this treacherous and cowardly defec- 
tion was little short of phrensy, especially when he per- 
ceived that their remaining comrades, dispirited and dis- 
mayed, began to mutter to one another about surrendering* 
^ Idiots and cowards i'' he exclaimed, *^ what would ye get 
by surrendering except to be slaughtered in cold blood like 
so many sheep ? The Picts are fighting for revenge, not for 
victory ; they have sworn our deaths, and wo have no chance 
of safety but in combating to the last. If we can but keep 
them off two or three days longer, there is little doubt that 
we shall receive succour from'Vortigern ; and if we must 
perish, is it not better to fall sword in hand, like brave men 
and Britons, than to have our throats cut like unresisting 
cattle ; or at best to be led away intp a slavery ten tim^s 
worse than death itself?" 

"Why do you look at me?" asked Swiihold, sullenly; 
** do I dream of flinching ? don't talk, but lead us on !" 

** The brave swineherd is right I" cried Leoline, waving 
bis weapon ; " the cravens have deserted — the coward's 
curse go with them ! — but all that remain are good men and 
true ; so on to the attack, master, and let our swords speak 
for us I" 

*' Follow me, then !" exclaimed Gryflfhod, delighted to 
see that the men were rallying their spirits, <^ J ask no one 
to expose himself to greater risk than I am myself willing 
to encounter. I will be the first to pass out of my own 
gates, and the last to return within them." So saying, he 
inarched to the entrance; his little garrison followed in 
close order and with renovated courage ; the gates were 
thrown open, and they precipitated themselves fiercely upon 
the party without. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Ih spite of their preeaations, the Britons had made noise 
enough in opening the inner gates to intimate their purpose 
to the hesiegers, who instantly despatched one of their num- 
ber to the main body for a reinforcement, and then quitting 
their work and seizing their arms, stood upon the defensire. 
The wounded Britons who were unfitted for more active duty 
carried combustibles and torches, whose flaring light flashed 
upon the arms and iliumined the enraged countenances of 
the two parties as they mingled instantly together in fierce 
and bloody conflict Inflamed by the example of Gryfi'bod 
and Leoline, who quickly laid several of the besiegers life- 
less at their feet, the little garrison fought with the despera- 
tion of men resolved to succeed in their object, or to perish 
in the attempt. More than once the Picts had given way, 
but they were as often rallied by their leader, a person of 

^ great stature, whose cassock and brass armlets attested hira 
to be a warrior of some distinction. Singling out GryflTbod 
for bis antagonist, the Herculean savage succeeded in strik- 
ing him to the ground, where be would have despatched 
him had not the fisherman rushed forward to oppose his fell 
purpose, and engage him in a second conflict, it was main- 
tained for a short space with singular fury, Leoline's supe- 
rior activity compensating in some degree for his inferiority 
in bodily strength, and enabling him at length to inflict a 
mortal lyound upon his opponent, who fell heavily to the 

^ground with an expiring shout of rage. ^^ Well struck,, 
fisherman !" roared Swithold, who had at the same moment 
beaten down the second in command, when the remaining 
Picts, dismayed at the loss of their leaders, fled in all direc^ 
Uons, leaving the narrow field of battle to the victors. 

GryflTbod, who had not been seriously hurt, and was 
already again upon his legs, called out to his people not to 
fire the raft, but to attempt its conveyance within the gates. 
By their united strength, they presently threw it down upon 
one side ; but its dimensions were found considerably too 
large to admit of its being drugged through the gateway, 
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snd they were therefore proceeding to bam it, when a fresh 
and numerous party of the Picts rushed impetuously upon 
them. Seeing the hopelessness of contending against such 
fearful odds, GryfThod gave immediate orders for a retreat ; 
but the enemy were now so inextricably mixed with the 
Britons that it was utterly impossible to close the outer 
gate? ; nor was it without difficulty that the remnant of the 
garrison could even secure the inner defence8,tigdins^ which 
the victorious enemy instantly commenced a vigorous at* 
tack. 

A respite having been naw obtained, although it promised 
to be of only short duration, GryfThod mustered the residue 
of his combatants, which amounted to a mere handful, the 
sturdy Swithold and seven others having been killed in the 
sortie, when he informed them that it was his determination 
to defend Caer-broc to the last moment, and^ not to survive 
its capture even if life were offered to him* It was infinitely 
better, he repeated, to perish sword in hand, than to be re- 
served for the torments which the Picts not seldom inflicted 
vpon their captives after an obstinate defence ; but if any 
of his men prefixed making an attempt at escape by let- 
ting themselves down from the walls, he left them at liberty 
to do so, though it would probably be only rushing upon a 
quicker destruction. LeoHne, who was un wounded, de« 
i^ared his resolution of sharing his master's late, whatever 
it might be, adding that the son of a Roman soldier ought 
ta be the last man to flinch at danger ; and his surviving^ 
eomrades, animated by the example of their leaders, and 
deriving courage from despair, swore that they would rather 
die at their post than seek an uncertain and inglorious 
safety by deserting Caer-broc. 

Gryffhod now taking the band of his daughter, whose ^ 
anxiety had brought her oiit to inquire after his safety, as 
well as that of I^oline, led her into a private apartment, 
where he apprized her that he expected the inneif gates to 
be forced or burned, and the house to be taken in a few 
hours, a catastrophe which would inevitably involve the 
massacre of every soul within the walls, unlera the savage 
enemy might choose to preserve Guinessa for indignitiee still 
more intolerable than death itself. ^^They may capture 
Caer-broc,'* continued Gryffhod, ** but they shall not enjoy 
it long. This pile of combustibles I have purposely heaped 
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op in the centre of the house, intending to fire it with nif 
own hand when the last defence is forced. But what is to 
become of you, my dear child, and how would you wish to 
act in this terrible extremity ?" 

*^ I will die with you and LeoHne. I will perish beneath 
the ruins of Caer-broc," replied Guinessa, assuming a look 
and tone of steadfast resolution. 

^* You have answered me, my dear child, as I wished and 
as I expected,'* said GryflFhod, tenderly embracing her. 
" Yours, not mine, then, shall be the hand to fire the pile ; 
and thus shall I be enabled to fatt like a soldier at the head 
of my brave men." 

*^ Be it so, father I When the gates are broken down^ 
this lighted torch shall instantly set Caer-broc in a blaze : 
I will perish in the flames, and find a grave in the house in 
which I have been nurtured. But if there be yet time and 
you will not be offended at my weakness, I would first see 
and bid adieu to Leoline." 

<* I will send him to you ; but detain him not long, for 
if fighting is to give us a hope of safety, we can little spare 
so valorous a combatant.'* So saying, he again tenderlj 
embraced his child, ad hurried away. 

What writer, even though he could summon up at will 
the thoughts that breathe and words that burn, would attempt 
to describe the heartrending interview between Leoline and 
Guinessa, meeting under such circumstances of distraction, 
and in the firm conviction that both were about to perish 
within a few hours ? They who have been lovers, and ara 
about to separate for ever from the object of their attach- 
ment, may form some slight conception of the scene : to 
all others it would be scarcely intelligible, however vividly 
we might endeavour to portray it. Sufiice it to state, that 
Leoline, overcome by the tears of his mistress, found it im- 
possible to tear himself away, until he heard the loud voice 
of Gryffhod calling out to him that the enemy were iLbout to 
burst in ; when he again embraced his sobbing companion, 
and exclaiming that he would die like the son of a Roman 
soldier, rushed sword in hand to the gateway. No sooner 
had ho left her, than the weakness und^r which Chtinessa 
had almost sunk being succeeded by a fortitude that braced 
up every nerve to the accomplishment of her dreadful pur- 
pose, she seised the lighted torch, whose flame displajod 
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the calm desperation of her features as she fixed her dia* 
tended eyes upon the gates, awaiting the moment when she 
was to fire the pile. A pause of terrible suspense ensued, 
—followed by a loud crash. Imagining that all was over, 
her heart now throbbed violently, and with looks still riveted 
upon the gates, she was stretching the torch behind her 
towards the combustibles, when a furious blast of trumpets, 
sounding as from a short distance^ and making the very air 
tremble, echoed through the courtyard of Caer-broc, and 
was reverberated from the heights around. ^< What may 
this mean ? The trumpet is not a Pictish instrument,** ejacu- 
lated Guincssa to herself. Thrilling with a sudden conflict 
of hope and fear, she stood transfixed, not daring to leave 
her post at so critical an instant, and yet half-maddened with 
anxiety to look out, that she might discover whether any 
succour were really approaching, for by this time it was 
broad day. Again the trumpet sounded, still more shrilly 
than before : their brazen clarion was irresistible ; still 
grasping the torch, she rushed to the nearest loophole, which 
she had no sooner reached than, uttering a loud scream of 
joy, she attempted to shout out her glad tidings to Gryif hod 
and Leoline ; but her voice failed her, she supported her 
sinking limbs by clinging to the wall, and could only inti- 
mate her emotions by triumphantly waving the torch over her 
bead. 

Not with a less lively surprise and hope had. the Britons 
in the gateway heard the trumpet-blast, which seemed in- 
stantly to have astounded and paralyzed the besiegers. Their 
assaults upon the gates ceased ; they called with eager con- 
fusion to one another, and through the crevice which their 
axes had already made, they were presently seen rushing 
back to the outer gates, where they disappeared, and a deep 
silence pervaded the building which but a few minutes before 
had rung to the din of clattering weapons and the hoarse 
clamour of combatants. GryfThod and Leoline, convinced 
that some unexpected deliverance was at hand, now ran to 
Guinessa, who sank into the arms of her lover, while her 
father gazed anxiously through the loophole, which com- 
matided the inland country. 

*^ Caer-broc is saved !" said its owner, in vain endeavour- 
ing to give steadiness to a voice shaken by deep emotion* 
^ Not tliat I value the building, for it is of lloman construe- 
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tion ; bat I shoald have been sorry to bum the jpw-tree« 
planted bj my ancestors." 

** What succour is at hand ?" asked Leoline eagerly. 

^ Truly, fisherman, I cannot tell you, nor am I even certain 
that they are friends ; but of a surety the troops which I 
now see hurrying down the hill, clad in goodly armour, and 
marching in such compact array, are not Scots nor Picts ; 
nor does their appearance show them to be Britons, for their 
banners are of a dilferent form from ours, and they have not 
toy Pendragon in their ranks." 

*^ Romans ! Romans ! they can be none other if they 
wear so martial an aspect," exclaimed Leoline, almost 
shouldering his master from the loophole, that he might 
judge for himself. *^The emperor has at length listened 
to the supplications of Vortigern, and has doubtless sent 
over a detachment from Gaul. No, they are not Romans, 
nor can I guess to what nation they belong, but, as the wind 
extends their banners, I can distinguish them to be blazoned 
with a large sil?er horse on a red field." 

** I know not that bearing," said Gryffhod, ** but they are 
welcome be they whom they may, for their martial appearance 
is a pledge that they wHl observe the recognised usages of 
war, and they will at aU events deliver us from the accursed 
eavages, who were on the very point of cutting our throats. 
Nevertheless we will hold a parley with the strangers before 
we surrender Caer-broc, defenceless as it is^" 

One of the surviving men now ran towards brm with the 
intelligence that the Picts were fiying full speed to the creek, 
where the crews were hastily hoisting anchors and sails, witb 
the evident intention of putting instantly to sea. 

^ Oh that we were strong enough to sally forth to intercepi 
the villains!" exclaimed Gryffhc^ ; «< but we must ieven let 
them depart unmolested, and be thankful for our deliv^erance. 
Let us to the platform, for thence may we witness the flight 
of our foes, and the advance of the brave band who have 
seared them to their ships." 

It was a bright and cheerful morning of the summer when^ 
upon looking out from the roof, they beheld on one side their 
late tormentors pushing oflf their vessels from the creek wilb 
every appearance of hurry and consternation ; while on the 
other they could now clearly iSistinguish the arms, armour, 
and banners of their deliverers, flashing in the sun as they 
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mafched down a turfy hill, which threw not up a sin^ 
particle of dust to dim their glories. Gallant and animating 
would haTe been the spectacle, even had not the fate of 
Caer-broc and of all its inmates depended upon this most 
critical succour ; but now every thipg combined to impart 
an additional cheerfulness and splendour to the scene. From 
each surrounding hill-top Echo seemed to reply laughingly 
to the merry martial music, the birds sang in cbeeriid 
chorus, the wind made a lively rustling amid the yew-trees, 
the sea was radiant with sunny joy, every thing looked bright 
and happy ; and as Guinessa, after having gassed upon tbe 
smiling countenance of Leoline, contemplated the scene 
around her, she could not help imagining that the heart of 
universal nature, sympathizing with her own, thrilled with 
an unusual and ineffable delight. 

Many and various .were the conjectures respecting the 
nation, chara<^ter, and object of the strangers, as they 
marched towards Caer-broc ; upon whfcb subject, however, 
all doubt was presently dispelled by the unexpected appear* 
ance of Oscar, who, galloping up to the gates, which were 
readily thrown open for his admission, informed Gryif hod 
that the advancing troops were a detachment from a body 
of Saxons which had just landed in the Isle of Thanet, 
under the command of Hengist and Horsa. They had been 
invited over by Vortigern to defend him against his nu- 
merous enemies, and he had no sooner learned their arrival 
on the coast than he despatched his nephew to welcome and 
accompany them to Canterbury. Oscar took full credit to 
himself for having immediately apprized them of the 
beleaguerment of Caer-broc, and for having prevailed upon 
them to march a strong detachment along the coast for its 
relief.. It appeared by his statement that the advancing 
force was under the command of Hcnp;i8t himself, whom he 
pointed out at their head, mounted upon a white horse, and 
recommended that he should be received with all the dis- 
tinction due to his rank, and to the critical service which the 
mere appearance ^f his band and the sound of their trumpets 
bad conferred upon Caer-broc. 

Equally ijnpelled by gratitude and his natural hospitality 
to show every possible honour to his deliverer, Gryfi'hod 
gave immediate orders fur preparing the best banquet that 
the time and circumstances would allow. Cattle were 
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qaickly slaughtered, the well-filled cellars were ransacked 
for the choicest mead and ale ; the cooks and femalo 
serrants, none of whpm luckily had sufiered from the siege, 
were all put in instant requisition, and Caer-brocV which 
but an hour before was about to become a prey to the 
flames, and to see its inmates massacred by a horde of 
saTageSf.now resounded with laughter, joTial voices, and 
all the noisy preparations for festive revelry. On this au* 
spicious day, fate seemed determined to make rich amends 
to. Leoiine and Guinessa for their recent anxieties, by 
steeping their hearts and hopes in accumulated joys; for 
Oryffhod, either feeling less keenly the advantages to be 
derived from an alliance with Vortigern's nephew, now that 
the Saxons had actually arrived in the country ; or perhaps 
despising the cowardly conduct of Oscar, and admiring the 
gallantry of his riv^i], who had saved his life when he was 
beaten down by the Pictish leader, informed his daughter 
that he considered the formal betrothal which she had con* 
tracted with Leoiine too solemn to be lightly violated, and 
that he therefore consented to their D>arriage. To her 
lover he made the same communication, calling him his 
brave preserver, and adding that he conferred upon him the 
hand of his daughter as the most unequivocal proof of his 
gratitude. Although Gryffhod, in breaking his resolution 
to Oscar, endeavoured to soften the disappointment as much 
as possible by urging the cogent motives that had impelled 
him, the young prince expressed his chagrin in no^ very 
measured terms ; while his lowering looks and muttered 
inegaces might have alarmed the lovers, had they not been 
too much absorbed in their own felicity to attend to any 
other object. 

By the time the Saxon army were in front of Caer-broc^ 
Gryffhod, collecting his men around him, and making the 
best show that his reduced household would allow, sallied 
out to receive his visitant, whom the Britons wdcomed witb 
a choral song, according to their ancient custom. At the 
command of Hengist, the body of the Saxons sat down 
upon the grass outside the house, atid proceeded to devour 
the contents of their knapsacks with the keen appetite of 
men who had made a long and early march; washing 
down their homely fare with the beer and mead, which 
were supplied to them in abundance from the copious 
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oellars of the house. Their leader, in the mean while, ac- 
eompanied by his officers, passed through the gatewajTt 
when they were ushdred into the barn-like hall, where the 
tables were in a short time spread with a banquet whick| 
however it might betray the hurried nature of its preparation 
in point of quality, did not, at all events, exhibit any defi- 
ciency as to quantity. When its last Roman proprietor 
abandoned Juiiacum, as the villa was then designated, ha 
had leA behind him a service of painted earthenware, which 
a modern antiquary would deem infinitely more precious 
than gold ; but Gryfi'hod, who affected British tastes in 
every thing, consigned the fpreign luxury to a lumber-rooa>, 
and contented himself with dishes of basket-work, covered 
with skins, platters of wood, and drinking vessels of horn, 
•hell, or coarse and clumsy pottery. Such were the homely 
requisites of the table set before Hengist and his comrades j- 
knives being placed here and there for the general bene&t 
of those whose hands and teeth proved insufficient to 
separate the meat that was apportioned to them. 

The guests, who were by no means fastidious feeders, did 
ample justice to the viands, expressing by copious and 
repeated draughts their approbation of the fermented mead^ 
a liquor with which they had been previously unacquainted. 
In this respect they did but (ollow the example of their 
leader, who, ader having filled an ample horn with that rich 
beverage, drank to the health of Guinessa, who sat between 
him and her father, and then drawing his sword, and placing 
it on the table, an action which awoke some little alarm 
among the Britons, thus addressed Gryffbod : ^< My brave 
and hospitable host ! now that I have feasted with you, and 
drank wine in your hall, there can be no longer enmity or 
ill-will between us ; but lest you should doubt the sincerity 
of my reconciliation, I here swear by my sword (and he 
pressed the blade reverently to his lips), to forget the past, 
and to forgive both you and yours the heavy and irreparable 
injury you formerly inflicted upon me." 

'* Forgiveness ! injury !'V exclaimed Gryffhod, in utter 
amazement. ^' I understand you not. What may these 
dark words portend ? Neither from mp npr mine can you 
have received the smallest offence, for we have never seen 
jott before." And the sturdy Briton laid his haiid instinct- 
ively upon bis swordy suspecting tliat his guest bad no other 
object than to pick a quarrel. 



« 



f 16 SOMAHGB OF THE SAEX.T AGES. 

** Pardon may mj good hoet As I descended the inU 
upon Caer-brocy I cecognised the bouse and the creek 
beyond it, too well to be mistaken. About fifteen years ago, 
the ship in which I was sailing being separated from her 
comrades in a storm, took shelter in this identical creek, 
when my people, while I had climbed a height lo make 
obsenrations, proceeded to assault and plunder some of the 
peasants. The natives flew to arms ; yourself, if I mistake 
sot, — for methinks I can recollect your features, notwith* 
standing the lapse of time, — led them on to the attack, and 
we were driven by superior numbers to our ships. Thus 
far were you well justified in what you did ; but you captured 
a boat containing a little girl, aiy only daughter, whom you, 
or some of your people, inhumanly slaughtered. The blood 
of my race is upon your hand ; but I have said that I forgave 
«you ; I have sworn it by my sword ; the past cannot be 
recalled ; let it henceforth be forgotten." 

Ere he had concluded this speech, Guinessa, uttering a 
faint cry, supported herself upon the arm of Gryfifhod, who 
started up, exclaiming^ *^ She is saved ! she lives ! there is 
no blood of your race upon my hand ; I preserved her in the 
.hour of danger, and brought her up as my own. B^old ! 
this, this is your long-lost daughter !" 

•* What say you ?" cried Hengist, eagerly : "how! can 
that iair and lovely maiden be my lost child, my little 'Elfrida ? 
Ob I no— no— no— it is impossible !" ^ 

" When she thus fell into my hands," resumed Gryffhod, 
^' she had the figure of a horse^ punctured between her 
shoulders, and tinctured with a blue die." 

*^ She had, she had!" exclaimed Hengist ; "our wander- 
ing and warlike life rendered this precaution necessary, that 
we might recognise our own offspring in case of separation. 
And bears she still this impress of our family ?" 

" It has become fainter with each succeeding year ; but it 
is still to be distinctly traced," replied Gryffhod, pointing to 
the mark as the maiden bent her head over his arm. 

Gasping for breath, Guinessa at length ejaculated the 
word " Father !" and would have knelt at the feet of Hengist, 
but he clasped her ip his arms, folded her to his breast, and 
being unable, in the struggle of his emotions, to articulate a 
single word, could only express his feelings by repeated em- 
braces. Before he had found a voice the tears were in his 
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eyes, when the rough warrior, not choosing to betray this 
weakness before his fellow-soldiers, arose and supported his 
agitated daug^ker, with the assistance of Gryffhod, into 
another apartment, where he resigned himself without re- 
straint to the paternal tenderness avrakened by this most 
unexpected discovery, and overwhelmed his host with pro- 
fessions of the most heartfelt gratitude. 

'* Have you not repaid me already ?" asked the Briton, " by 
raising the siege of Caer-broc, and thereby saving the lives of 
all its inmates ?" 

*' How strange are the ways of fate !" exclaimed Hengist ; 
^^and how little did 1 dream, when I marched hither in such 
haste, that I was hurrying to preserve the honour and the life 
of my still-living Elfrida, whom, however, I shall hencefor- 
ward call by her British name of Guinessa. And yet I was 
well assured from the auspicious neighing of my horse, as I 
approached Caer-broc, that some good fortune awaited me. 
Excellent and noble-hearted GryjQfhod ! I need not havo 
sworn by my sword to forgive you." 

^' You seem to attach a singular reverence; to that oath, as 
well as to the weapon itself. " 

^^ And well may I, my good host ; for it is the work and 
the gift of a potent magician, whom I encountered in the 
forests of Germany. See you these talismanic marks ?*' con- 
tinued the superstitious Saxon, displaying the blade, but not 
parting with it from his hand ; *' while these remain, 1 have a 
solemn assurance of victory, but if I lose this precious and 
enchanted weapon, my fate is sealed. I shall never again 
taste the joys of battle, unless it be recovered by some other 
hand, for its virtue will have fled if I myself am instrumental 
in redeeming it." 

" A singular condition," observed Gryffhod, who, while he 
had implicit faith in the marvellous properties of the Druid- 
ical circle, could hardly help smiling at the credulity of his 
guest. 

** It is so," replied Hengist ; *^ and one which I trust I 
shall never be called upon to observe, for victory has hitherto 
been the handmaiden of my magical weapon, and rather than 
lose it, 1 would part with any thing, every thing, except, per- 
haps, with thee, my newly-found Guinessa." 

In mutual inquiries and replies, and in renewed congratu- 
lations and embraceSi an hour or two passed rapidly and 
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delightfully away, when Oscar requested a private conference 
with Hengist, which being granted, he stated the consent 
Vortigern hud given to his union with Guinessa, when bp 
supposed her to be merely the daughter of one of his own 
subjects, and adding that he would, of course, be much more 
gratified to cement their mutual friendship by an intermar- 
riage with his Saxon allies, expressed his hope that Hengist 
would sanction an arrangement to which Gryffhod had given ' 
a previous approbation. Of his recent retractation, and of 
Guinessa's attachment and betrothal to Leoline, not the 
smallest intimation was given by the crafty prince, who 
wished beforehand to secure a promise, and to supplant his 
rival. 

Nothing could be more acceptable to Hengist than this 
proposal. Smitten with the fertility and beauty of the new 
country to which he had been invited, although he had hith- 
erto »een so small a portion of its coast, his ambitious soul 
already coveted the permanent possession of the land, for 
the final accomplishment of which object he saw no means 
so likely as the proflTered connexion with Vortigern ; and 
he therefore gave a ready assent to the application of Oscar, 
who returned to the hall, chuckling in the thought that he 
had anticipated Leoline, towards whom, upon more than 
one account, he cherished a deadly hatred. When Hengist 
proceeded to communicate to his daughter the promise he 
had given he presently discovered by her embarrassment 
that his intelligence was of a most unwelcome nature, and 
called upon her for an explanation. Gryffhod spared her 
the pain of a detail which would have only increased the 
distress of her feelings, by relating the progress of her at- 
tachment for Leoline, and the affiance she had made with 
him at the sacred stones. 

^^ What P' exclaimed tlie Saxon, with evident displeasure, 
*' shall the daughter of Hengist, and the descendant of 
Woden, unite herself to a fisherman V* 

*^ He is a harper,'* faltered Guinessa. 

^* And a braVe man, to whom I am indebted for my life," 
said Gryffhod. 

'^ But you all owe your lives to Oscar^ whose prompt 
solicitations brought me to Caer-broc. To him also do I 
owe the recovery of my daughter ; and no one, therefore, 
can be so well entitled to claim her hand, even were there 
not other and more weighty considerations that urge me to 
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prefer him for my son-in-law. I know not, my good bostf 
how you have educated my Elfrida — your Guinessa I meant 
to term her — but if she have the feelings of a high-minded 
German maiden, she will consult the honour, the wishes, and 
the interests of her parent, raiher than her own girlish 
predilections." 

" It has been my delight to show in all things a grateful 
obedience to the father who saved and* adopted me/' said 
Guinessa, weeping, ^' and to you as my natural parent, 
would I willingly transfer the same afiectionate duty, but — ** 

^^ Enough, enough !" interposed Hengist, ^* 1 was sure 
you would not thwart my wishes in an affair of such import- 
ance to my views, and one that promises to be equally 
advantageous to yourself. Come, my good host, 1 have 
been too long absent from your hospitable board — ^shalt we 
return to our friends ?*' Gryffhod signified his readiness to 
attend him, and they proceeded to the hall, where, accord- 
ing to the convivial custom of the Germans, they continued 
their potations until the night was far advanced. 

Guinessa, in the meanwhile, having procured an interview 
vriih Leoline, communicated to him the substance of her 
conversation with her newly-found father, and the not less 
lamentable than sudden change that bad occurred in their 
prospects. Events had succeeded one another so rapidly 
on this agitating day, that her faculties were almost bewil- 
dered. Within a few hours she had been on the point of 
setting fire to Caer-broc and perishing beneath its ruins. 
Snatched (rom this impending catastrophe, she had been ex- 
alted to the very pinnacle of joy by Gryffhod's unsolicited 
consent to her. marriage ; and now she was plunged into the ' 
deepest despondency by. the positive orders of her real father 
whom some paramount considerations of policy seemed to 
have rendered inflexible in his object, that she should unite 
herself to the nephew of Vortigern. Leoline, scarcely less 
affected than his mistress by these invidious freaks of 
fortune, could snggest^no better expedient than a proposal 
to Hengist, that himself and Oscar should fight for her 
possession, and that she should become the prize of the 
Tictor. To a measure of this desperate character Guinessa 
wouki not for a moment listen ; and af\er several oth^r 
courses of proceeding had been canvassed and abandonedf 
they separated without concluding upon any. 

In the morning, Hengist informed bis daughter, to her no 
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ttnall dismay, thai he meant to take her to Canterbury 
for the purpose of introducing her to her uncle Horsa, 
desiring her to nfake preparations for her immediate depar- 
ture. '^But before I leave Caer-br*c,^' said the Saxon, 
^^ I would fain mount that loAy cliff up which T climbed 
fifteen years ago, in order that I might discover, if possible^ 
upon what coast the storm had cast me. It commands, as 
I recollect, an extensive inland view, and [ would show my 
fellow-soldiers the beauty of the country into which I have 
led them." 

^' It must have been the Druid's Chair, for that is the lofti- 
est headland upon our coast.*' 

^* The higher tlie better, my child, for so shall we gain the 
wider prospect. The morning is, at present, clear, and I 
would climb the cliff before those clouds, which 1 see gather- 
ing in the west, shall be blown hither to intercept our 
prospect." So saying, he invited his comrades, as well as 
Oscar, to accompany him ; while Gryffhud, on learning his 
purpose, joined his party with Leoline and others of his men, 
in order that they might render assistance, should any such 
be required, in climbing the broken and somewhat perilous 
ascent to the dizzy summit of the cliff. Ropes were pro- 
Tided in case of accident, as persons had more than once 
slipped from the narrow ledge, and fallen upon lower 
fragments of the cliff, whence they could be only extricated 
by hauling them up. 

Battered and undermined by the storms of ages, the 
Druid's Chair has long since been shivered into fragments 
and wasted away ; but at the period of which we are wri- 
ting it formed the outermost of that chain of crags alluded 
to in the commencement of our tale. They were connected 
together by a tongue of rock and cliff sufficiently continuous 
to allow a passage, but broken into sharp acclivities and 
descents which rendered the undertaking toilsome to all, 
and not without peril for those who were liable to be giddy, 
or who did not possess a good portion of activity. *^ Surely," 
said Hengist, as he followed Gryff hod, ^* this ridge was much 
more even when I traversed it fifteen years ago." 

**' You are right," replied the Briton ; *^ but rains and frosts 
have since broken away its surface. This is our steepest 
ascent, but it is the last. We will help Guinessa to sur- 
mount it, and when we gain the summit, she shall be the 
first to sit m the Druid's Chair.'* 
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With some little matcial assistance* the whole party- 
gained the pinnacle of the cliff, which was a small ^nd nearlj 
circular ptatfuroiy with a central crag that bore a rude 
resemblance to a chair. ^< You shall have the honour ttia( 
was promised you,'^ said the Saxon chief to hia daughter ; 
^^but we must first 'clear away the samphire and weeds 
which have taken previous possession of your seat." So 
saying he cut them away with his sword, and led his panting 
daughter to the throne, upon which she was by no means 
sorry to rest herself. Hengist then walked repeatedly round 
the level, pointing out with his weapon the distant objects 
that engaged his attention, and demanding frequent explana- 
tions from Gryffhod, more particularly as to the direction 
and distance of Canterbury. While he was thus occupied, 
the heavy western clouds, whose threatenings he had beea 
so anxious to anticipate, were swept rapidly towards them 
by a sudden storm-gust, which lashed up the waves into fury, 
and instantly surrounded the foot of the crag with whirlpools 
of foam. The extensive prospect upon which they had so 
lately been gazing was now shrouded in a dense gloom, 
presently pierced and irradiated by a vivid flash of lii^htning, 
followed by a crash of thunder that made the lofty crag 
tremble beneath their feet. To a martial soul like that of 
Hengist, this warring of the elements presented a more 
spirit-stirring and congenial spectacle, than all the tranquil 
beauties of the previous prospect, and he pointed out to the 
admiration of his comrades the fiercer features of the scene, 
shouting with delight as a hugb mass of the next projecting 
cliC undermined by the raving waters, fell thundering into 
the depths below. 

While he was thus occupied, either his extended sword 
was touched, or his arm was unnerved by the electric fluid, 
for the weapon fell from his hand and instantly disappeared 
in the whirlpool beneath. ** My sword ! my enchanted 
sword!" exclaimed Hengist, with a loud cry of consterna- 
tion ; <' it is lost, it is gone ! a hundred pieces of gold to , 
^him who recovers my precious weapon 1 I would plunge 
after it myself, but that I am prohibited by the magician who 
fashoioned it. My sword ! my sword ! a hundred horses^ 
besides the gold, to him who finds it. What ! my brave com* 
rades," he continued, casting a reproachful look at his fellow 
countrymen, *< will you see your leader ruined, and all his 
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hopes blasted, rather than attempt to get me back my 

•word ?'* 

'* We came hither to fight the Plots and Scots, not to 
drown ourselves in such a hopeless enterprisb,'* muttered 
the Saxons. 

*^ Oscar, my intended son-in-law ! you are young and 
▼igorous. Show yourself worthy of Guinessa by plunging 
into Ihe waters in search of my lost talisman/* 

^^ It is inevitable death ; and besides you have promised 
her to me already/' replied the young prince, recoiling with, 
shudder from the edge of the precipice. 

*• Craven ! recreant ! I recall my consent," shouted Hen- 
gist, hoarse with rage, ^ and here in the face of Heaven I 
promise her to him, and him only, who shall redeem my 
sword from the waters.'' 

^* Do you swear to that vow ?" asked Leoline, starting 
forward. 

**^ Ay, I swear by the sword itself, an oath that I dare not 
violate, even if I would." 

^* Enough !" said Leoline ; and springing instantly from 
the rock, he precipitated himself down the fearful abyss, 
and plunged into the foaming whirlpool below. Bewildered 
and aghast at this sudden act of desperation, Guinessa, ut- 
tering a scream of agonised terror, would have thrown her- 
self af\er him, had she not been rei«trained by Gryffhod ; but 
she still bent over the precipice, her long golden hair, as it 
streamed upon the wind, together with her white robes and 
arms, and her fair features, all shown in strong relief against 
the dark thunder-clnud, imparting to her the appearance of 
an aerial spirit, just aligfhted upon this craggy pinnacle to 
watch the conflict of the elements. Every eye was riveted 
upon the spot where Leoline had cleflt the eddying waves ; 
not a syllable was uttered ; every heart thrilled painfully in 
expectation of his reappearance, but he rose not again to 
the surface, and the fears of the gazers responded to those 
of Guinessa, as she at length ejaculated, in a deep and 
holloW voice, " He is lost— -he is lost !" Another brief but 
dreadful pause ensued, when Guinessa, clar^ping her hands 
sharply together, exclaimed, with an ecstatic shout, ** He 
rises— he rises — he has found the sword !" and she sank 
Upon her knees, trembling all over with a vehement and 
irrepressible agitation. 

The object of ^er deep emotion was now visible to all ; 
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holding the recovered sword in his month, while with both 
hands he fought against the buffeting billows, which hurled 
him against the foot of the cliff, and as often hy their recoil 
swept him back again ; for the wave-worn crag offered no 
holdfast either for the foot or hand. '^ He will perish still ; 
he will be dashed to pieces against the rock," cried 
Hengist, almost wild with apprehension. 

^< He swims like a fish," exclaimed Gryffhod, '^ but he 
cannot strike out of that boiling whirlpool ; it is too strong 
for him. The ropes ! the ropes ! where are they ? let us 
lower them instantly, and we may perhaps succeed in 
hauling him up." 

A rope, secured at top to the Druid's Chair, was instantly 
thrown over, but the tower extremity being blown about by 
the wind, it was not until after repeated efforts that Leoline 
could succeed in catching hold of it, when he raised him- 
self out of the water, and began to climb upwards by sup- 
porting his feet against the cliff. More than once they 
slipped away from the wet chalk, and he swung in mid 
air ; but bis teeth still firmly grasped the sword ; he soon 
obtained a drier foothold, and thus climbed to the summit ; 
which he had no sooner reached in safety than Guinessa, 
overcome by the revulsion of her feelings, sank panting and 
fainting into her father's arms. Eagerly snatching the 
redeemed weapon, its owner ran his eye over the blade, 
when finding that it had received no injury, nor suffered any 
obliteration of the talismanic characters, he repeatedly 
kissed it, "ijeplaced it in its scabbard, and then cordially 
embracing its recoverer, exclaimed, <^ Thanks, brave Leo- 
line ; ay, and something more substantial than empty thanks. 
Guinessa was right, after all ; she knows where to find a 
valiant and a worthy man ; and, by JFIeaven ! 1 am glad 
that she has preferred you to your rival. Right nobly have 
you won her, and honourably shall you wear the prize. 
There she is! speak to her; 1 warrant your voice will 
revive her more quickly than that of Gryffhod ; her consent 
you need not ask, for that you have obtained already, so 
take her for your wife when you will, and God give you 
joy of your choice, as for my part, I thank Heaven for 
bestowing on me so dauntless a son-in-law V* 

Cordial were the congratulations from all parties except 
from Oscar, who, filled with mortification and jealous ba- • 
tred, slunk away before the others ; and daring the march 
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to Canterbury, which was commenced immediatelj after 
their descent from the Druid's Chair, kept himself aloof, 
equally incensed against Gryffhod, Hengist, and Guinessa, 
and meditating dark schemes of vengeance. The former 
had been invited by his guest to join the party, as it was in- 
tended to celebrate the marriage as soon as possible after 
their arrival at Canterbury. During their progress thither, 
Leoline and Guinessa rode side by side, 611ed with an ineffa- 
ble joy, and almost afraid to believe in the reality of that mar- 
vellous change which, while it gave them both an immediate 
exaltation in point of rank, held out to them the still more 
gratifying prospect of a happy future in the enjoyment of 
each other's society. Horsa, the uncle of Guinessa, charmed . 
with his newly-found niece, and not less pleased with the 
intrepidity of her lover<«>in recovering the enchanted sword^ 
the loss of which, as he verily believed, would have proved fatal 
to the Saxon enterprise, requested permission to be present 
at the marriage, and invited the whole party to his camp to 
partake of a grand wedding banquet, in which he meant all 
his officers to participate. An early day was fixed for the 
performance of the ceremony ; on the night previous to 
which, Leoline, having retired to rest, and being for some 
time unable to sleep from the effect of the uncustomary po- 
tations in which his Saxon congratulators had forced him to 
indulge, heard a low rustling by his bedside, and presently 
saw an object gleaming faintly before his eyes. Starting 
rapidly aside, he avoided the point of a descending dagger, 
but was struck by the hand of the intended assassin, whose 
arm he seized, wrenched the weapon from his grasp, md 
was about to close with him and strike him to the earth, 
when the villain, favoured by the darkness, rushed out of the 
door, which he shut and fastened behind him, and was thus 
enabled to make his escape. By his figure and size, so far 
as they could be distinguished, as well as by his voice, for in 
his rage and disappointment an execration had escaped his 
lips, Leoline felt convinced that his cowardly assailant was 
Oscar, — a suspicion which received plenary confirmation in 
the morning, when he not only identified the prince's dag- 
ger^ but learned that he had decamped during the night, and 
fled from Canterbury. It was ascertained shortly afterward 
that he had galloped to the coast and embarked for Gaui : 
that country, however, he was never destined to reach; his 
base ingratitude to the man who had rescued him from the 
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Picts, met with a signal and appropriate punishment ; for in 
crossing the sea he was again taken by those pirates, carried 
to Scotland, and condemned to a rigorous and life-long 
slavery. 

That not a single painful thought might tarnish the bright 
joys of their wedding- day, Leoline concealed from his bride 
the atrocious attempt to which he had nearly fallen a vic- 
tim ; but cummutiicated it to her father, who congratulated 
himself afresh on hnving escaped the disgrace and misery of 
possessing; such a treacherous coward for a son in-law. 

Hengist, as it is well known, inviting over numerous rein- 
forcements from Saxony, and seeking occasion of a quarrel 
with the British king, after he had expelled his northern in« 
Taders, rendered himself paramount in Kent, and assuming 
the royal title, founded the first kingdom of the Saxon hep- 
tarchy. To Leoline and Guinessa he aligned a castle with 
ample domains in the Isle of Thanet, where they occasionally 
rei^ded, and not seldom paid long visits to Gryffhod, tho 
whole of whose ancient patrimonial estates, with considera- 
ble additions, were annexed to Caer-broc by the Saxon king, 
as a testimony of gratitude for the preservation of his daugh- 
ter. Upon this spot, now freed from all apprehensions of 
pirates or enemies of any sort, and endeared to them by so 
many delightful associations, Leoline and Guinessa found 
more pleasure in residing than in their own castle. Having 
fortunately preserved his favourite fishing- boat, and retain- 
ing still his early partiality for the sea, Leoline often sailed 
with his wife, during the fine days or evenings of summer, 
along the coast, enhancing their present happiness by the 
recollection of former anxieties, as they pointed out to one 
another the Druidical circle where they had first pledged 
their faith ; the little creek where the^Picts had landed ; the 
walls of Caer-broc, within which iney had enjoyed the 
pleasures of a growing attachment, ami suffered all the hor- 
rors of a siege ; and more especially the dizzy summit of 
the Druid's Chair, which Leoline oflen proudly declared to 
be far more precious to him than any other object in exist- 
ence, since it had given him that which alone made exist- 
ence valuable— his Guinessa ! 
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LegvBtfS Tales, ice, 

Pbsuiunious Papers 

Diary of a Fhysidsa. . .3 ▼. 
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